




Theme Statement

While our own physical needs and the physical needs of 
others are important, nothing is more important than our own 
spiritual needs and the spiritual needs of others.  We need to 
follow the example of our Savior Jesus Christ by measuring 
our priorities by the Word of God and through prayer so that 
the main thing is that we keep the main thing the main thing.



Synagogue at Capernaum



1.  Jesus taught the Gospel of God in the synagogue in Capernaum

Teaching in the Synagogue 
Mark 1:21-22

2.  The people were astounded at His teaching because He taught with 
authority and not as the scribes

One commentator wrote:  “Their teaching basically was relegated to 
quoting older or greater rabbis and utilizing the authority of their 

predecessors.  Jesus taught as one who possessed His own authority and 
who did not depend on what others had previously stated.”

Matthew 23:23 - “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the weightier provisions 
of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you 

should have done without neglecting the others.



1.  Just then (immediately) a demon-possessed man interrupted the 
teaching of Jesus and tried to discredit Jesus and His teaching

Casting out an unclean spirit in a man in the synagogue  
Mark 1:23-28



Jesus Christ

Protevangelium(First Gospel)  
Genesis 3:15 - And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And 

between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head,  
And you shall bruise him on the heel.”

Abrahamic Covenant 
Genesis 12:3 - And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed 

Genesis 22:18 - In your seed all the families of the earth will be blessed

FulfillmentProphecy



Jesus Christ

Fulfillment



1.  Just then (immediately) a demon-possessed man interrupted the 
teaching of Jesus and tried to discredit Jesus and His teaching

Casting out an unclean spirit in a man in the synagogue  
Mark 1:23-28

2.  Jesus silenced the demon and commanded the demon to come out 
of the man

3.  The demon shrieked with a loud voice, shook the man and was 
compelled to obey the command of Jesus

4.  The people were dumbfounded that Jesus not only taught with 
authority but that He also acted with authority

5.  The news about Jesus spread rapidly throughout Galilee



1.  When they arrived at Simon’s home, they told Jesus that Simon’s 
mother-in-law was sick with a fever

Healing and casting out demons in Capernaum 
Mark 1:29-34

2.  Jesus then taking her by the hand, raised her up and the fever left 
her AND she served them immediately

3.  When evening came, the whole city of Capernaum gathered at the 
door of Simon’s house bringing the sick and the demon-possessed and 
Jesus healed many people



1.  Jesus got up early in the morning while it was dark, found a secluded 
place and was praying there

Praying alone in a secluded place before continuing His ministry 
Mark 1:35-39

The Expositor’s Bible Commentary - The crisis is the shallow and superficial 
response of the people to Jesus. They are only interested in what he can do 

to heal their physical afflictions. So Jesus seeks the strength that only 
communion and fellowship with the Father can provide.

Louis Barbieri - The content of His prayer is not revealed.  Perhaps in light of 
the sudden rush of acceptance following the miracles on the previous day, 
Jesus needed to be certain that His priorities concerning His future ministry 

were in line with His heavenly Father’s.



1.  Jesus got up early in the morning while it was dark, found a secluded 
place and was praying there

Praying alone in a secluded place before continuing His ministry 
Mark 1:35-39

2.  Jesus explained that He was not to stay at one city (Capernaum) but 
was to preach the Gospel to cities throughout Galilee and beyond

3.  Jesus refocused His ministry to address the spiritual needs of the 
people - preaching the Gospel and casting out the demons



1.  A leper approached Jesus begging Him, “IF You are willing, You can 
make me clean

Healing a leper who would not be silent 
Mark 1:40-45

2.  Jesus was willing and compassionately cleansed the man of his 
leprosy

3.  So that Jesus could stay on course and focus on the spiritual needs 
of the people, He sternly warned the man not to spread the news of his 
cleansing but the man did not comply and it had a negative impact on 
the ministry of Jesus



1.  Are the main things in my life physical or spiritual?

2.  What evidence do I have that indicate the right priorities in my life?

3.  Is prayer a main thing in my life?

Application

 or Bible study 
 or Biblical Fellowship 
 or serving in the church 
 or sharing the gospel


