


Theme Statement: 

The Lord Jesus Christ broadens His ministry, 
chooses His apostles who will carry on His 

ministry, defends His ministry against a 
blasphemous attack and identifies His true 

family as those who do the will of God.



1.  Jesus was aware of the threat to His life - Matthew 12:14-15

Breadth of Ministry 
Mark 3:7-12

Matthew 12:14–15 - But the Pharisees went out and conspired against Him, as 
to how they might destroy Him.   But Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. 

Many followed Him, and He healed them all



1.  Jesus was aware of the threat to His life - Matthew 12:14-15

Breadth of Ministry 
Mark 3:7-12

2.  Jesus left Capernaum and withdrew to the sea and a GREAT 
multitude followed - v. 7a

3.  The crowd included regions far and wide and consisted of both Jews 
and Gentiles - v. 7b-8



Matthew 12:18–21  
“BEHOLD, MY SERVANT WHOM I 
HAVE CHOSEN; MY BELOVED IN 
WHOM MY SOUL IS WELL-
PLEASED; I WILL PUT MY SPIRIT 
UPON HIM, AND HE SHALL 
PROCLAIM JUSTICE TO THE 
GENTILES……..AND IN HIS 
NAME THE GENTILES WILL HOPE.”



1.  Jesus was aware of the threat to His life - Matthew 12:14-15

Breadth of Ministry 
Mark 3:7-12

2.  Jesus left Capernaum and withdrew to the sea and a GREAT 
multitude followed - v. 7a

3.  The crowd included regions far and wide and consisted of both Jews 
and Gentiles - v. 7b-8

4.  Jesus instructed His disciples to make security precautions for His 
own safety from a crowd which was intent on touching Him for healing - 
v. 9-10

5.  Jesus continued to silence the demons - v. 11-12
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Jesus invariably silenced the testimony of 
demons.  He did not want the recognition 

of His true nature to be associated with the 
impure and malevolent testimony of 

demons.  He wanted men to realize His true 
identity through His words and works.



1.  Jesus went off by Himself to the mountain and spent the whole night 
in prayer before selecting the twelve disciples - Luke 6:12

Selection of the Twelve 
Mark 3:13-19

Luke 6:12–13 - It was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and 
He spent the whole night in prayer to God.  And when day came, He called His 
disciples to Him and chose twelve of them, whom He also named as apostles:



1.  Jesus went off by Himself to the mountain and spent the whole night 
in prayer before selecting the twelve disciples - Luke 6:12

Selection of the Twelve 
Mark 3:13-19

2.  Jesus called the men He wanted to be with Him during His earthly 
ministry - v. 13-14a

3.  Jesus selected these men so He could send them out to preach and 
to have authority to cast out demons - v. 14b-15

Ephesians 6:10–12 - Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.  
Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of 

the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of 

wickedness in the heavenly places.



1.  Jesus went off by Himself to the mountain and spent the whole night 
in prayer before selecting the twelve disciples - Luke 6:12

Selection of the Twelve 
Mark 3:13-19

2.  Jesus called the men He wanted to be with Him during His earthly 
ministry - v. 13-14a

3.  Jesus selected these men so He could send them out to preach and 
to have authority to cast out demons - v. 14b-15

4.  Jesus selected:  Simon Peter, James, John, Andrew AND Philip, 
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas AND James of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, 
Simon the Zealot, Judas Iscariot - v. 16-19
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Matthew 10:2-4 Mark 3:16-19 Luke 6:14-16 Acts 1:13
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1.  Background:  Jesus had just healed a demon-possessed man who 
was blind and mute and the people asked the question, can Jesus be 
the Messiah, Son of David? - Matthew 12:22

Opposition by Accusation Refuted 
Mark 3:22-30

2.  First accusation by the scribes:  Jesus is possessed by Beelzebul -  
v. 22a

3.  Second accusation by the scribes:  Jesus casts out demons by the 
ruler of the demons - v. 22b

4. If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand - v. 24 
 If a house     is divided against itself, that house    cannot stand - v. 25 
 If Satan        is divided against himself, Satan        cannot stand - v. 26



Opposition by Accusation Refuted 
Mark 3:22-30

4. If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand - v. 24 
 If a house     is divided against itself, that house    cannot stand - v. 25 
 If Satan        is divided against himself, Satan        cannot stand - v. 26

5.  The strong man of the house (Satan) must be defeated by One 
stronger (Jesus Christ) and then the whole house will be destroyed - v. 27

Revelation 20:10 - And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire 
and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented 

day and night forever and ever.

Genesis 3:15 - And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your 
seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the 

heel.”



Opposition by Accusation Refuted 
Mark 3:22-30

4. If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand - v. 24 
 If a house     is divided against itself, that house    cannot stand - v. 25 
 If Satan        is divided against himself, Satan        cannot stand - v. 26

5.  The strong man of the house (Satan) must be defeated by One 
stronger (Jesus Christ) and then the whole house will be destroyed - v. 27

6.  TRULY a warning:  All sins will be forgiven including blasphemy but 
whoever blasphemes the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven - v. 28-30



Because of his divine powers Jesus was able to see how close the 
scribes were to this state. With our powers we are never able to judge 
thus. Hence we can never declare of any man, however blasphemous 
he may be, that he has committed the unpardonable sin; that verdict 
belongs to God alone. The words of Jesus and of Hebrews we are 
able to use only in warning, which is enough. Yet we may say that 
whoever fears that he has committed the unpardonable sin thereby 

furnishes evidence that he has not done so. Nor can any man commit 
it inadvertently or unconsciously. Its commission is possible only 

when the Spirit, through the Word, has come to a man and has been 
clearly recognized as God’s Spirit with his divine power and grace to 

save. When a man deliberately answers him with blasphemy he 
forever nullifies even the Spirit’s power to change him. His condition 

is then unalterable like that of the devils and the damned in hell. It 
constitutes his character indelebilis.

R. C. H Lenski 
1864 - 1936



For penitence they substitute hardening, for confession plotting. 
Thus, by means of their own criminal and completely inexcusable 

callousness, they are dooming themselves. Their sin is unpardonable 
because they are unwilling to tread the path that leads to pardon. For 

a thief, an adulterer, and a murderer there is hope. The message of 
the gospel may cause him to cry out, “O God be merciful to me, the 
sinner.” But when a man has become hardened, so that he has made 
up his mind not to pay any attention to the promptings of the Spirit, 
not even to listen to His pleading and warning voice, he has placed 

himself on the road that leads to perdition.

William Hendriksen 
1900 - 1982



Identification of the Truest Family 
Mark 3:20-21, 31-35

1.  The family of Jesus was concerned that Jesus was so consumed with 
the crowds that His health was in danger and He was not thinking 
straight so they were coming to take Him into custody - v. 20-21

2.  When Jesus was told that His mother and brothers had arrived and 
were looking for Him, He used that reference to teach that whoever does 
the will of God is His brother and sister and mother - v. 31-35

Matthew 12:49 - And stretching out His hand toward His disciples, He said, “Behold My 
mother and My brothers!



1.  Today, if you would hear His voice, do not harden your hearts

Application

Psalm 95:7b–8a - “if you would hear His voice, do not harden your hearts”

Hebrews 3:15 - “TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS”

Hebrews 4:7 - He again fixes a certain day, “Today,” saying through David after so 
long a time just as has been said before, “TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT 

HARDEN YOUR HEARTS.”

2 Corinthians 6:2 - for He says, “AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME I LISTENED TO YOU, AND 
ON THE DAY OF SALVATION I HELPED YOU.” Behold, now is “THE ACCEPTABLE TIME,” 

behold, now is “THE DAY OF SALVATION”



2.  Be sure of your salvation in Christ through repentance of sin and faith 
in Jesus Christ and observing the resultant evidences of salvation

Application

1 John 1:6–7 - If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the Light as He Himself 

is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son 
cleanses us from all sin.

1 John 2:9 - The one who says he is in the Light and yet hates his brother is in the 
darkness until now.

1 John 5:13 - These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of 
God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.



Application

3.  Value, love and serve together with your family of God at your church

John 1:12 - But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children 
of God, even to those who believe in His name

1 John 3:1–3 - See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be 
called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, 
because it did not know Him.  Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not 

appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, 
because we will see Him just as He is.  And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him 

purifies himself, just as He is pure.


