
Johannes Tetzel Selling Indulgences

“Do not you hear the voice of your wailing dead 
parents and others who say, ‘Have mercy upon 

me, have mercy upon me, because we are in 
severe punishment and pain. From this you could 
redeem us with a small alms and yet you do not 
want to do so.’ Open your ears as the father says 
to the son and the mother to the daughter… ‘We 
created you, fed you, cared for you and left you 
our temporal goods. Why are you so cruel and 
harsh that you do not want to save us, though it 

only takes so little? You let us lie in flames so that 
only slowly do we come to the promised glory.’” 
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The Five Solas of the Reformation

• Sola Scriptura – our ultimate authority is not tradition, popes, or councils but 
the Scripture alone.

• Solus Christus – God justifies us not based on our own righteousness, but the 
righteousness of Christ alone.

• Sola Fide – God justifies us not because of any human works of any kind, but 
by faith alone.

• Sola Gratia – we are saved from God’s wrath not by our personal merit or 
initiative, but by sovereign grace alone. 

• Soli Deo Gloria – God created and redeemed us in such a way that we would 
receive none of the glory, but the glory would be for God alone.



THE HEART OF THE REFORMATION:  
SOLA GRATIA!

Ephesians 2:8-9
[The Reformation Wall in Geneva]



Ephesians 2:1-10 

• Salvation is entirely the result of God’s sovereign grace from beginning to 
end—it’s Sola Gratia!

I. What We Were (1-3) – “you were…”

II. What God Did (4-6) – “But God…”

III. Why God Did It (7-10) – “so that”

A. To Display the Glory of His Grace (7)

B. To Destroy All Human Boasting (8-9)

C. To Guarantee Good Works (10)



B.  To Destroy All Human Boasting (8-9)

1.  What We Must Affirm about Salvation (8a)

• Salvation is a spiritual rescue accomplished by God.

• Salvation is a past event with continuing results.

• Salvation is entirely by grace alone.

• Salvation is through faith alone.



B.  To Destroy All Human Boasting (8-9)

2. What We Must Deny about Salvation (8b-9)

• That anything in us is the source or cause of our salvation.

• That saving faith originates in us or is the cause of our salvation.

• Faith does not originate in us.

• Faith is not the cause of our salvation.

• That any human work contributes to our salvation.

• That the true gospel leaves any reason for boasting before God.




