
The Believer's New Relationship to Sin 
(Pt. 5)
1 John 1:5-2:6

I. God’s Essential Nature of Holiness (5)

II. The Believer’s New Relationship to Sin (1:6—2:6)
A. Shown by the Pattern of His Life (6-7)
B. Shown by the Acceptance of His Inherent Sinfulness (8-9)



The Believer's New Relationship to Sin 
(Pt. 5)
1 John 1:5-2:6

C. Shown By the Admission of His Actual Sins (1:10—2:2) 
1. A false Christian denies or downplays his sins (1:10).

2. A true Christian admits and hates his sins, pursues holiness, 
and trusts the work of Christ alone as the only solution for 
his sins (2:1-2).
• He admits and hates his sins and pursues holiness (1a).

• He trusts Christ and His work (1b-2).

• (1) His Intercession as our High Priest (1b)

• (2) His Propitiation as our High Priest (2)



The Meaning of Propitiation — “Propitiation”

• Noun (hilasmos) – 1 Jn. 2:2; 4:10
• Noun (hilasterion) – Heb. 9:5; Rom. 3:25
• Verb (hilaskomai) – Lk. 18:13; Heb. 2:17

• Propitiation means “the satisfaction or 
turning away of God’s wrath.”



The Need for Propitiation – “for our sins”

1. God is perfectly holy and entirely without sin (1 Jn. 1:5).
2. God created moral laws for man that reflect His holy character 

(Mt. 22:36-39; Ex. 20:1ff; Rom. 7:12).
3. In His holy justice, God is righteously angry toward the sinner 

(Jn. 3:36; Rom. 1:18; 2:4-5; Eph. 2:3).
4. God must punish our sin and rebellion with spiritual, physical, 

and eternal death (Gen. 2:18; Ezek. 18:4; Rom. 5:12; 6:23; Gal. 
3:10).

5. God’s wrath is only satisfied when the just payment of death 
has been made (Heb. 9:22).



The Accomplishment of Propitiation – “He 
Himself”
1. It was initiated by the love of God (1 Jn. 4:10).
2. It was pictured in the OT sacrifices.



E.g., The OT Sin Offering

1. You would have brought a physically perfect animal to the Temple.
2. You would have laid your hands on the offering, with the 

implication that it was now your representative.
3. You would have slaughtered it with your own hand.
4. As the blood poured out of the animal, the priest would have 

caught the blood in a bowl and splattered it against the altar.
5. Then, he would have taken the specified part of the animal and laid 

it on the altar to burn.



The Accomplishment of Propitiation – “He 
Himself”
1. It was initiated by the love of God (1 Jn. 4:10).
2. It was pictured in the OT sacrifices.
3. It was never truly accomplished in OT sacrifices (Heb. 10:1, 4, 

11).
4. It could only be accomplished by the voluntary death of a 

perfectly holy, sinless human (Heb. 2:17-18; 10:5-8).
5. It was perfectly accomplished by the substitutionary death of 

Jesus Christ (1 Jn. 2:2; 4:10; cf. Rom. 3:24-25).
6. It is the only propitiation—for all people everywhere (1 Jn. 2:2b).



Propitiation for the Sins 
“of the Whole World”?

1. It cannot mean Christ satisfied God’s wrath for every person 
without exception.
• Injustice:  God will eventually punish some for whom Christ propitiated.
• Universalism:  Every person will be saved.

2. It does not mean Christ made propitiation possible for all men.
3. It could mean Christ’s propitiation is sufficient for all people 

without exception.
4. It could mean there’s a universal aspect to Christ’s propitiation 

(Rom. 3:25). 
5. It likely means Christ’s death is the only propitiation—for all 

people everywhere (cf. Jn. 11:51-52).


