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I. Argument from Church History



I. Argument from Church History

"It remains, therefore, that the earth deserves the name of mother which she possesses, 
since from the earth all things have been produced;" and "of herself she created the 
human race." 

Lucretius, On the Nature of Things, 5.795-796, 822-823, Loeb Classical Library.



I. Argument from Church History
“It is precisely this point in which our own opinion and that of Plato and of the other Greeks who 
follow the right method in natural science differ from the position taken up by Moses. For the latter it 
seems enough to say that God simply willed the arrangement of matter and it was presently arranged 
in due order; for he believes everything to be possible with God, even should he wish to make a bull 
or a horse out of ashes. We, however, do not hold this; we say that certain things are impossible by 
nature and that God does not even attempt such things at all but that he [sic] chooses the best out of 
the possibility of becoming.”

Galen, On the Usefulness of the Parts of the Body, 11.14, in Robert L. Wilken, The Christians as the Romans Saw Them (New 
Haven: Yale, 1984), pp. 86-87.
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I. Argument from Church History

"a flame was kindled in my soul; and a love of the 
prophets, and of those men who are friends of Christ, 
possessed me. . . . I found this philosophy alone to be 
safe and profitable."

Justin Martyr, Dialogue with Trypho, 8, The Ante-Nicene 

Fathers, 1.198.



I. Argument from Church History

“On the fourth day the luminaries came into 
existence. Since God has foreknowledge, he 
understood the nonsense of the foolish philosophers 
who were going to say that the things produced on 
earth came from the stars, so that they might set 
God aside. In order therefore that the truth might be 
demonstrated, plants and seeds came into existence 
before the stars. For what comes into existence later 
cannot cause what is prior to it.” 

Theophilus, 2.15.



I. Argument from Church History

"the Mosaic account of the creation, which 
teaches that the world is not yet ten thousand 
years old, but very much under that."

Origen, Against Celsus, 1.19, Ante-Nicene Fathers, 4:404.



I. Argument from Church History

”Some hold the same opinion regarding men that they hold 
regarding the world itself, that they have always been . . . . 
And when they are asked, how, . . . they reply that most, if 
not all lands, were so desolated at intervals by fire and 
flood, that men were greatly reduced in numbers, and . . . 
thus there was at intervals a new beginning made. . . . But 
they say what they think, not what they know. They are 
deceived . . . by those highly mendacious documents which 
profess to give the history of many thousand years, though 
reckoning by the sacred writings, we find that not 6,000 
years have yet passed.”

Augustine, The City of God, 11.3, Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, 2:202, 232.



I. Argument from Church History
“We know from Moses that the world was not in existence 
before 6,000 years ago.”

“He [Moses] calls ‘a spade a spade,’ i.e., he employs the 
terms ‘day’ and ‘evening’ without Allegory, just as we 
customarily do we assert that Moses spoke in the literal 
sense, not allegorically or figuratively, i.e., that the world, 
with all its creatures, was created within six days, as the 
words read. If we do not comprehend the reason for this, 
let us remain pupils and leave the job of teacher to the Holy 
Spirit.”

Martin Luther in Jaroslav Peliken, editor, “Luther's Works,” Lectures on Genesis Chapters 1-5, 
Vol. 1 (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1958), pp. 3, 6.



I. Argument from Church History
"I have said above, that six days were 
employed in the formation of the 
world; not that God, to whom one 
moment is as a thousand years, had 
need of this succession of time, but 
that he might engage us in the 
consideration of his works.

John Calvin, Genesis Commentary 



An Apologia for Six Day Creation

I. Argument from Church History

II. Argument from the NT understanding of the OT – Literal 

Historical (Matt.1; 1 Pet. 3:20; Acts 7 and 13; Rom. 5:14; John 3:14) 
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I. Argument from Church History

II. Argument from the NT understanding of the OT

III. Argument from Jesus on Creation – Literal Historical 
(Matt 23:35; Matt 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-27; Matt 24:39) 
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I. Argument from Church History

II. Argument from the NT understanding of the OT

III. Argument from Jesus on Creation

IV. Argument from the OT understanding of Creation (Ex. 20:8-11)

V. Argument from plain reading of Genesis 1-11

VI. Argument from the use of the word ‘Day’



“Before the days of automobiles, it took 5 days to walk 100 
miles across the state of Texas during the day.”

“Before the days (time) of automobiles, it took 5 days (24 hour 
day) to walk 100 miles across the state of Texas during the day 

(daylight portion).”



An Apologia for Six Day Creation

Outside of Genesis: 

1. Day + Number = Ordinary Day (x410)

2. Evening + Morning = Ordinary Day (x38)

3. Evening + Morning + Day = Ordinary Day (23)

4. Night + Day = Ordinary Day (x52)
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Ø God called the light day, and the darkness He called night. And there was evening and there was morning, one day. (5)

Ø God called the expanse heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, a second day. (8)

Ø There was evening and there was morning, a third day. (13)

Ø There was evening and there was morning, a fourth day. (19)

Ø There was evening and there was morning, a fifth day. (23)

Ø God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth 
day. (31)
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I. Argument from Church History

II. Argument from the NT understanding of the OT

III. Argument from Jesus on Creation

IV. Argument from the OT understanding of Creation (Ex. 20:8-11)

V. Argument from plain reading of Genesis 1-11

VI. Argument from the use of the word ‘Day’

VII. Argument from Death (Rom. 5:12)





“Although atheism might have been 
logically tenable before Darwin….Darwin 
made it possible to be an intellectually 
fulfilled atheist.”

Richard Dawkins, The Blind Watchmaker



“Long before having arrived at this part of 
my work, a crowd of difficulties will have 
occurred to the reader. Some are so grave 
that to this day I can never reflect on them 
without being staggered.”

Charles Darwin, Origin of Species



“I speak from experience, being strongly 
subject to this fear myself: I want atheism to 
be true and am made uneasy by the fact that 
some of the most intelligent and well-
informed people I know are religious 
believers. It isn’t just that I don’t believe in 
God and, naturally, hope that I’m right in my 
belief. It’s that I hope there is no God! I don’t 
want there to be a God; I don’t want the 
universe to be like that…”

Thomas Nagel, The Last Word, Oxford University Press, 
1997, 130-31. 
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I. Argument from Church History

II. Argument from the NT understanding of the OT

III. Argument from Jesus on Creation

IV. Argument from the OT understanding of Creation (Ex. 20:8-11)

V. Argument from plain reading of Genesis 1-11

VI. Argument from the use of the word ‘Day’

VII. Argument from Death (Rom. 5:12)

VIII. Argument from the ‘reason’ for a creation week 

IX. Argument from the fact that the end time events wouldn’t make sense


