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AMBASSADORS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

Genesis 32 Part 2 
2/6/22 

 

The Fight You Cannot Afford to Win 
 
 
Brief Review 
 

Preparation for meeting Esau.  
 

Jacob’s prayer.  

 

Wrestling against the angel.  

 

Jacob becomes Israel. 

 

Jacob’s Prayer 

 

First, (v. 9) he acknowledged the God of his grandfather Abraham and of his 

father Isaac as the true God, and he cited the command that this true God 

had given him. 

 

Second, (v. 10) he confessed his own unworthiness 

 

Third, (v. 10) Jacob acknowledged God’s past faithfulness and its attendant 

blessing 

 

Fourth, (v. 11) The request itself is one, and very express, he presented his 

petition 

 

Fifth, (v. 12) he presented the basis for his request, namely, God’s earlier 

promise 

 

Jacob had done all that he could do. But the Bible teaches that “a man’s 

heart plans his way, But the Lord directs his steps” (Proverbs 16: 9) 

 

Jacob Wrestles 

The Man (v. 24) who had battled him all night was none other than Elohim, 

whom he had seen face to face (Genesis 32: 30). See Ex 3:2; cf. Ac 7:30-32 
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The Name Change  

This is important for understanding the passage. At the beginning it is not 

Jacob who seeks God to wrestle with him; rather, it is God, who comes to 

wrestle with Jacob to bring him to a point of both physical and spiritual 

submission. 

 

(v. 25). The Lord of all the universe does right. He is perfection itself. 

 

(vs. 26) Jacob’s strength is broken, and he is simply clinging to Christ for his 

blessing 

 

(vs.28) Jacob surrenders himself. He wins by losing and is now able to go on 

in new strength as God’s man.  

The lesson about Jacob was titled today “The Fight You Cannot Afford to 

Win” because we can’t afford to win when we fight against God 

 

(v. 29) Jacob knows full well who this is. He has seen the Lord on other 

occasions: (Gen 28:13; Gen31:11-13) 

 

Jacob was certainly changed profoundly by this experience as we will see in 

the following chapters 

 

Take Aways 

In his distress Jacob sought the Lord, and He heard him. Note, Times of fear 

should be times of prayer; whatever frightens us should drive us to our 

knees, to our God. Ps 56:3 When I am afraid, I will put my trust in You. 

The great preacher Martyn Lloyd-Jones was once asked, “What does a person 
look like who has truly met God?” Alluding to Genesis 32:31, he replied, “He 
walks with a limp.”1  
 

James Montgomery Boice writes that as we study the patriarchs’ stories, "I 
trust that God will use their strengths and weaknesses, victories and 
failures, to guide you in the true path of discipleship and to strengthen your 
witness.”2 

 
1 This quote comes from an interview with Lloyd-Jones’s daughter, Lady Elizabeth Catherwood. 
The interview was recorded by 9 Marks Ministries and can be found within the Audio section at 
9marks.org. 
2 Boice, J. M. (1998). Genesis: an expositional commentary . Baker Books. 
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