


Gospel of Mark 
Outline

Coming of the Servant                         Mark 1

Ministry of the Servant                   Mark 1-13

     Ministry in Galilee                     Mark 1-9

     Journey to Jerusalem             Mark 10

     Ministry in Jerusalem              Mark 11-13

Self-Sacrifice of the Servant      Mark 14-15

Resurrection of the Servant      Mark 16
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Passion Week Chronology

SUNDAY - Triumphal Entry

MONDAY - Jesus cursed the fig tree and cleansed the temple

TUESDAY - Jesus teaching the disciples, confronting His enemies

WEDNESDAY - Nothing reported, action behind the scenes

THURSDAY - Passover preparation, Gethsemane, Peter’s denials

FRIDAY - Trials of Jesus, His crucifixion and burial

SATURDAY - Securing the tomb

SUNDAY - Resurrection of Jesus from the dead



Theme Statement

The religious leaders of the day were marked by a lack of true 
understanding of the Scriptures and a sense of superiority and 

hypocrisy.  Yet Jesus at the end witnessed to them as their 
Messiah, son of David and David’s Lord, Son of God.



Tiberius Caesar  
(A.D. 14-37) 

Denarius  
“tribute Penny”

Is It Lawful to Pay Taxes to Caesar, or Not?  
Mark 12:13-17

1.  The Sanhedrin sent some Pharisees and some 
Herodians to catch Jesus in a political/religious trap

2.  After deceptive flattery, they asked the question:  Is 
it lawful to pay a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?  Yes or No

3.  Jesus asked for a denarius and then asked the 
question:  Whose image is on the coin?  Ans:  Caesar’s

4.  Jesus then answered the question:  Render unto Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s



1.  The Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, tried to catch 
Jesus in theological trap

In the Resurrection, Whose Wife Will She Be?  
Mark 12:18-27

2.  The Law:  Levirate Marriage

3.  The Scenario:  There are seven brothers.  Brother #1 took a wife and 
then died leaving no children.  Brother #2 married the wife and then died 
leaving no children.  The sequence continued from brothers #3 through 
#7 with no children. Finally the wife died

4.  The Question:  In the resurrection, whose wife will she be?  
Implication:  there is no resurrection



In the Resurrection, Whose Wife Will She Be?  
Mark 12:18-27

4.  The Question:  In the resurrection, whose wife will she be?  
Implication:  there is no resurrection

5.  The Answer:  You are being misled because you don’t understand the 
Scriptures or the power of God

6.  Truth #1:  God is powerfully able to raise the dead and create and 
new heaven and a new earth with a new economy

7.  Truth #2:  Scripture clearly teaches resurrection from the dead

Exodus 3:6 - He said also, “I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, 

for he was afraid to look at God.



What is the Greatest Commandment?  
Mark 12:28-34

1.  One of the scribes asked, “What is the greatest commandment?”

2.  Jesus answered immediately by quoting 
the Shema - “HEAR, O ISRAEL!  THE LORD 
OUR GOD IS ONE LORD AND YOU SHALL LOVE 
THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, 
AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR 
MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH”

3.  Jesus then added the second greatest 
command, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR 
AS YOURSELF”



1.  The scribes believed that the Messiah was the Son of David

Why does David Speak of His Son as My LORD?  
Mark 12:35-37

2.  Jesus’ Question:  How is it that in David’s Messianic Psalm 110 that 
David calls Him Lord - “Yahweh says to my Lord…”

3.  The response of the crowd was enjoyment but the response from the 
scribes was silence



1.  Jesus warned the people to beware of the scribes who liked the 
places of honor, who took advantage of widows and who appeared to be 
super spiritual

A Warning About and to the Scribes  
Mark 12:38-40

2.  Jesus pronounced a greater condemnation to those who knew the 
truth but rejected it and to those who led others away from the truth



1.  Jesus was observing how people were putting money into the 
treasury - rich people large sums, a widow two small copper coins

The Widow’s Copper Coins  
Mark 12:38-40

2.  Jesus commented to His disciples that the rich gave of their surplus 
but the widow gave all she had to live on 





Louis Barbieri - It is clear chart the size of the gift that one gives to God is not the 
most significant thing to Him.  What is of greater importance to Him is the 

commitment of heart and the sacrifice that is involved.  It is not the portion but the 
proportion that is important.  The rich gave out of their abundance, but the poor 

widow gave all that she had.  For the rich, their gifts were a small contribution, but 
for the widow, her gift was true consecration of her whole life.

D. Edmund Hiebert - It need not be assumed that this widow was a victim of the 
greed of the scribes….…But she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all 

her living—proportionally she had given the most.

William Hendriksen - The point to be emphasized is that this poor widow gave 
most generously, spontaneously.  She gave “in faith.”  It is for this reason that 

Jesus praises her so lavishly.



What is clear from the passage is that the widow is 

not the hero of the story but the victim, duped into 

giving all she had by the false promise of Jewish 

legalism that doing so would bring blessing. She is a 

tragic example of how the corrupt religious system 

mistreated widows, and that is what connects this 

passage with the judgment passages that precede 

and follow it.John MacArthur



Application

1.  Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the 
things that are God’s

Genesis 1:27 - God created man in His own image, in the image of God He 
created him; male and female He created them.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 - Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 

For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.

1 Corinthians 7:23 - You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men.



Application

2.  The Word of God is God’s only special revelation - read it, study it, 
meditate on it, memorize it and apply it

Psalm 1:1–2 - How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel 
of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers!  But 

his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night.

John 17:17 - Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.

2 Timothy 2:15 - Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a 
workman who does not need to be ashamed,  

accurately handling the word of truth.


