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Ambassadors Sunday School Class 
Genesis Chapter 36 

3/13/2022 

 

1. There are two genealogies in this passage: vv. 1–8 and 9–43. Both apply to 

the same man, Esau. This passage is the last mention of Esau in Genesis. 

The remainder of the book focuses on Jacob’s descendants (Chapters 37–

50). 

2. In the first section (vs 6-8) we see that Esau’s temporal prosperity far 

exceeds his brother; and it is remarkable that, in the overruling providence 

of God, the vast increase of his worldly goods was the reason he left Canaan 

and thus making way for the return of Jacob. 

3. In verse 8 he moved to Mount Seir which was divinely assigned as his 

possession (Joshua 24:4) 

The second genealogy of Esau is divided into four sections:  

Verses Subjects Parallels Location 

1-8 Esau’s wives and 

children 

 Canaan 

    

9-14 sons and grandsons 
viewed as tribe-fathers 

the sons and 
grandsons of Edom 

Edom-
Mount 

Seir 

15-19 tribe-chiefs or princes of 
the house of Esau the old and new 

princes of Edom 20-30 the natives of the land, 
the Horites 

31-39 the kings of the land of 

Edom 
the kingdom of Edom 

viewed as to its kings 
and provincial rulers 

40-43 ruling princes, i. e., the 

heads of provinces 

 

4. These tables carry the genealogy of the descendants of Esau down to the 

period at which the Pentateuch closes. 

5. Human sin does not change God’s plan. Genesis 25:23; 27:39–40 

6. How history changes things! Today, in fulfillment of the prophecies of God, 

Edom is a wasteland, its people gone. Ezekiel wrote, “I will make Mount Seir 

a desolate waste and cut off from it all who come and go.… I will make you 

desolate forever; your towns will not be inhabited” (Ezek. 35:7, 9). For her 

part, Israel is again in the Land of Promise. 
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7. Along the way of history two kings meet: Luke 23:8-12 

1. Herod the Great—who was an Edomite, or (as the New Testament says it) 

an Idumean—the one who had slaughtered the babes of Bethlehem in his 

desire to exterminate Christ. His son, Antipas (aka King Herod), with 

whom we are concerned, was no better. He had beheaded John the 

Baptist 

2. The other king was Jesus, a descendant of Jacob 

8. This is the choice that is before you: to go Herod’s way or to go Jesus’ way. 

You cannot do both. If you hesitate or delay, the way will be Herod’s. You 

will live for self, and you will end up thinking yourself better than others 

and mistreating them. If you want your life and your end to be different 

from that, you must follow Jesus. 

 

REFLECTIONS1 

Esau’s children were great indeed among men. But the seed of Jacob were 

beloved in the sight of God. Jesus has made them (the redeemed) kings and 

priests to God and the Father, and they shall reign with him (Rev 5:10). Dear 

Lord! give me that sweet promise and I ask no more. To him that overcomes will 

I grant to sit with me on my throne. Rev. 3:21. 
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