
It Matters What You Believe (Pt. 5)
1 John 2:18-27

II. Do You Believe the Essential Gospel (20-25)?
A. A true Christian knows, believes, and perseveres in the 

essential elements of saving truth (20-21).
B. A true Christian knows, believes, and perseveres in the biblical 

truth about Jesus Christ (22-23).
C. A true Christian knows, believes, and perseveres in the biblical 

gospel (24-25).
1. Some Deviations from the Gospel:  Common False Gospels
2. The Core Truths of the Gospel: the Person & Work of Jesus Christ 

(24a)



The Gospel in …

Four Questions
1. Who made us and are we accountable to?  God 
2. What is the problem between us and God?  Sin
3. What is God’s solution to our problem of sin?  Jesus
4. How can we personally receive God’s solution?  Repentance & Faith.

Four Words
1. God
2. Man
3. Jesus
4. Response

Four Phrases
1. God the Creator
2. Man the Sinner
3. Jesus the Savior
4. Repentance & Faith, the response



The Gospel in Four Truths…

1. There is one God who made all things, and we exist for Him. 
2. All have sinned against God and fall short of His glory.
3. Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
4. God commands us to repent and believe the gospel.



The Biblical Gospel

1. There is one God who made all things, and we exist for Him 
(Rom. 1:18-21).
• One true God created, sustains, and owns all things (Rom. 1:18-

21; Gen. 1:1; Ps. 24:1). 
• He created mankind in His own image (Gen. 1:27).
• He’s perfectly holy in His character (Rom. 1:18; Mt. 5:48). 
• He told us what He requires of us in His law, written in the Holy 

Scripture and on every heart (Rom. 2:11-16).
• God’s law is summarized in the 10 Commandments (Rom. 13:8-

10; Ex. 20:1-17) and two great commands to love God and others 
(Mt. 22:37-40). 

• He requires perfect obedience to His law from every person (Rom. 
2:6-11).



The Biblical Gospel

2. All have sinned against God and fall short of His glory 
(Rom. 3:9-12, 19-20, 23).
• God created Adam, appointed him as our representative, and 

tested his obedience with a single command (Rom. 5:18; Gen. 3:3).
• Adam chose to disobey God — to sin — and the guilt of his sin and 

his sin nature passes to every person by ordinary generation 
(Rom. 5:12).

• All of us, like Adam, have chosen to break God’s law—the Bible 
calls this rebellion “sin” (Rom. 1:32; 3:9-12, 23). 

• The just penalty for our sins is death and eternal punishment 
(Rom. 6:23).

• No one can rescue or save himself (Rom. 1:18; 2:1-6; 3:19-20). 



The Biblical Gospel

3. Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners (Rom. 1:3-
4; 3:21-25a).
Who Is Jesus Christ? (Rom. 1:3-4)
• His Divine Nature (3a, 4) – “His Son”
• His Human Nature (3b) – “Born…the flesh”
• His Personal Identity (4b) – “Jesus Christ our Lord”



The Biblical Gospel

3. Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners (Rom. 1:3-
4; 3:21-25a).
How does Jesus save sinners? (Rom. 3:24-26)
• He perfectly obeyed God’s law (Rom. 5:18-19).
• He died to fully satisfy and exhaust God’s just wrath against the sins 

of all who would believe (Rom. 3:25-26).
• God raised Jesus from the dead on the third day and He is alive 

forever (Rom. 1:4b).
• By grace alone, God offers to all the gift of forgiveness and a right 

standing with God because of the work of Jesus Christ (Rom. 3:22-
24; 10:13)



The Biblical Gospel

4. God commands us to repent and believe the gospel (Rom. 
2:4; 10:9-10).
• You must repent of your sin (Rom. 2:4).
• You must believe in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord (Rom. 10:9-10).
• When you repent and believe …
• You are forgiven all your sins (Rom. 4:7).
• God credits to your account the righteousness of Jesus Christ (Rom. 

5:18-19; 2 Cor. 5:21).
• God’s wrath against your sins is satisfied (Rom. 5:1, 9-10).
• You are reconciled to God (2 Cor. 5:18)!


