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Ambassadors Sunday School Class 

Genesis 42 

5/15/22 

 

 

Key Verse: “And their hearts sank, and they turned trembling to one another, 

saying, “What is this that God has done to us?”” (Genesis 28b, NASB). 

Chapter Theme: Times of testing await those who are guilty and often prove 

the effectual means of awakening conscience and bringing sin to 

remembrance. 

Overall Theme: God is redeeming a people; by His Son, for His Son, to His 

own glory. 

The significance of chapter 42 of Genesis is bound up in what we have studied 

before this chapter and how things are going to end starting with chapter 45 

and beyond. 

 

As we progress through these last chapters, we will see the picture of the 

sovereign will of God is providentially worked out in the affairs of man: How 

through the revelation and conviction of our sin, God shows His grace to 

forgive us and redeem us from the penalty of our sin through faith in the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Today, we are going to see how a sovereign God shines upon a darkened 

conscience, stirs it, and brings repentance. 

I. Jacob’s 10 sons sent to Joseph to buy corn (v. 1–6).  

God was working, and the famine was his first way to awaken conscience 

in these lives just as God’s gracious provision for us through Christ is 

meant to draw us to him. 

David said, “Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep your word” 

(Ps. 119:67). 
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II. The fear Joseph put into them, for their trial, to bring about their good. (v. 

7–20).  

Physical want does not always cause us to confess our unconfessed 

sin. The second way was the pain of harsh treatment at the hands of 

Joseph. Joseph was not left to his own devices now, but was acting as 

God’s agent in awakening the consciences of these unrepentant 

brothers.  

III. The conviction they were now under concerning their sin against Joseph 

long before (v. 21–24).  

Now with their sin before them, they realize that the universe is moral—

it is God’s universe, and every sin must and will have a reckoning.  

Note: Not every calamity of life is linked to some act of sin on our part. 

IV. Their recognition of God, return to Canaan with corn, and the great 

distress Jacob was in when he heard of the account of their expedition (v. 25-

38.). 

This is the first time in the entire story, beginning with the birth of the 

first of the sons of Jacob in chapter 29, that any of Joseph’s brothers is 

said to have mentioned God. It shows that they were coming to grips with 

the true God at last. In other words, their statement does not only mean 

that they were recognizing that God was doing something to them (“What 

is this that God has done to us?”) but also that they were recognizing 

that it was God who was doing it (“What is this that God has done to 

us?”). As our study progresses, we will see the conclusion later in 

Chapter 45 and Chapter 50 (cp. Romans 2:4). 

 

We must remember that God had said that he would send a redeemer 

through the chosen line of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob but that he had not 

yet disclosed through which of the twelve sons of Jacob that Redeemer would 

come. (We do not find that out until Genesis 49.)  
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