
Ecclesiastes 5



The Vanity of Empty Worship (vv1-7)

• The preparation for worship (vv1-3)
– Approach the worship of God with careful preparation and with the intention 

of first listening and obeying (v1a)

1 Samuel 15:22 22Samuel said, “Has the LORD as much delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey 
is better than sacrifice… 



The Vanity of Empty Worship (vv1-7)

• The preparation for worship (vv1-3)
– Approach the worship of God with careful preparation and with the intention 

of first listening and obeying (v1a)

○ Because to not do so puts one at risk of offering the sacrifice of fools, 
which is evil (v1b)

– Don’t be hasty to speak or commit before the Lord (v2a)

○ Because God alone is holy and divine, and man is not (v2b)

○ Because fools are quick to voice many words (v3)



The Vanity of Empty Worship (vv1-7)

• The preparation for worship (vv1-3)

• The promises during worship (vv4-6)
– Fulfill the vows you make before the Lord (v4a)

○ Because God takes no delight in those who do not keep their vows (vv4b-5)

– Don’t let your speech and a disingenuous vow cause you to sin (v6a)

○ Because God knows your heart and the insincere excuses will not avert 
God’s anger (v6b) 



The Vanity of Empty Worship (vv1-7)

• The preparation for worship (vv1-3)

• The promises during worship (vv4-6)

• The conclusions (v7)
– Empty words of worship and commitment are vanity (v7a)

– Above all else, have a reverential fear of God (v7b)

Ecclesiastes 12:13–14 13The conclusion, when all has been heard, 
is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to
every person. 14For God will bring every act to judgment, 
everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil. 



The Vanity of Empty Riches (vv8-20)
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The Vanity of Empty Riches (vv8-20)

• As seen in society (vv8-9)
– Don’t be shocked by the sinful injustice and suffering that exists in every society 

(v8)

– Even the king takes from the land and people (v9)

(ESV) Ecclesiastes 5:9 9But this is gain for a land in every way: 
a king committed to cultivated fields. 

(NIV) Ecclesiastes 5:9 9The increase from the land is taken by all; 
the king himself profits from the fields. 



The Vanity of Empty Riches (vv8-20)

• As seen in society (vv8-9)

• As seen in individuals (vv10-17)
The love and pursuit of riches is vanity:

○ Because it never brings satisfaction and there is no end to its pursuit (v10)

○ Because others attempt to consume it (v11)

○ Because it can lead to restlessness (v12)

○ Because it can come to ruin (vv13-14)

○ Because it must one day be left behind (vv15-16)

○ Because it can leave one alone and angry (v17)



The Remedy to this Vanity Dilemma (vv18-20)

• Find joy in performing and celebrating your labors during the years 
that God gives you (v18)

– See this as God’s portion given to you

• Find benefit and enjoyment in any riches and wealth that God gives 
you (v19)

– See this also as God’s portion and gift given to you

• Seeing these gifts and benefits as coming from God helps to keep one 
glad of heart and not focused on the difficulties of life (v20)



Final Thoughts

• Always prepare yourself for worship with a humble, submissive, 
reverent, and obedient heart

• Don’t make careless commitments to God, and keep your promises to 
Him

• Don’t give your love and affection to riches, or you will be very 
disappointed in the end
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Final Thoughts

• Always prepare yourself for worship with a humble, submissive, 
reverent, and obedient heart

• Don’t make careless commitments to God, and keep your promises to 
Him

• Don’t give your love and affection to riches, or you will be very 
disappointed in the end

• Enjoy and celebrate the work and provisions that God gives to you as 
a gift


