


Sharing in the Sufferings of Jesus Christ

1 Peter 4:12-19



1 Peter 
Outline

III.     Salvation of the Believer                  1 Peter 1:1 - 2:10

III.     Submission of the Believer              1 Peter 2:11 - 3:12

III.     Suffering of the Believer                   1 Peter 3:13 - 5:14



1 Peter Theme Verse 
  1 Peter 4:19 - Therefore, those also who suffer 

according to the will of God shall entrust their souls 
to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.





Nate Saint - with gift bucket



Rachel Saint with Dayuma



Steve Saint with Mincaye



Jesus Christ will suffer - Genesis 3:15 - 15And I will put enmity Between you 
and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you 
on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.”

Woman will suffer - Genesis 3:16 - 16To the woman He said, “I will greatly 
multiply Your pain in childbirth, In pain you will bring forth children; Yet your 
desire will be for your husband, And he will rule over you.”

Man will suffer - Genesis 3:17b-19 - 17b”Cursed is the ground because of 
you; In toil you will eat of it All the days of your life.  18“Both thorns and 
thistles it shall grow for you; And you will eat the plants of the field; 19By the 
sweat of your face You will eat bread, Till you return to the ground, Because 
from it you were taken; For you are dust, And to dust you shall return.”

Man vs man will suffer - Genesis 4:8b - Cain rose up against Abel his 
brother and killed him.



Theme Statement 

When Christians share in the sufferings of Jesus Christ, it 
produces an attitude of joy in suffering, confidence in God’s 

presence while suffering, an understanding of the Divine program 
of suffering and trust in God’s sovereign purposes in suffering.



Have an Attitude of Joy in Suffering 
1 Peter 4:12-13

1.  This passage is addressed to the beloved (agapetoi) - v. 12a

1 Peter 1:22 - 22Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for 
a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,

1 Peter 4:8 - 8Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because 
love covers a multitude of sins.



Have an Attitude of Joy in Suffering 
1 Peter 4:12-13

1.  This passage is addressed to the beloved (agapetoi) - v. 12a

2.  Christians should be expecting suffering to come - v. 12

John 15:20 - 20“Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not 
greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if 

they kept My word, they will keep yours also.

2 Timothy 3:12 - 12Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted.



Have an Attitude of Joy in Suffering 
1 Peter 4:12-13

1.  This passage is addressed to the beloved (agapetoi) - v. 12a

2.  Christians should be expecting suffering to come - v. 12

3.  Christians will encounter suffering for the testing of the genuineness 
of their faith - v. 12

Job 2:10 - 10But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women 
speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God and not accept adversity?” In all 

this Job did not sin with his lips.

Job 23:10 - 10“But He knows the way I take; When He has tried me, I shall 
come forth as gold.”



Have an Attitude of Joy in Suffering 
1 Peter 4:12-13

1.  This passage is addressed to the beloved (agapetoi) - v. 12a

2.  Christians should be expecting suffering to come - v. 12

3.  Christians will encounter suffering for the testing of the genuineness 
of their faith - v. 12

4.  Believers in Jesus Christ are called to suffer in the name of Christ, i.e. 
to be sharing in the sufferings of Christ - v. 13; Romans 8:16-17; 
Philippians 1:29; 3:10



Have an Attitude of Joy in Suffering 
1 Peter 4:12-13

4.  Believers in Jesus Christ are called to suffer in the name of Christ, i.e. 
to be sharing in the sufferings of Christ - v. 13; Romans 8:16-17; 
Philippians 1:29; 3:10

Romans 8:16–17 - 16The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we 
are children of God, 17and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with 

Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

Philippians 1:29 - 29For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only 
to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,

Philippians 3:10 - 10that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and 
the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;



Have an Attitude of Joy in Suffering 
1 Peter 4:12-13

4.  Believers in Jesus Christ are called to suffer in the name of Christ, i.e. 
to be sharing in the sufferings of Christ - v. 13; Romans 8:16-17; 
Philippians 1:29; 3:10

5.  Sharing in the sufferings of Christ produces rejoicing in the believer 
so that at the return of Jesus Christ we may burst forth in even more 
rejoicing - v.13



Have Confidence in God’s Presence in Suffering  
1 Peter 4:14-16

1.  If believers are being harshly criticized for the name of Christ, they 
are to be reminded that they are blessed by the indwelling presence of 
the Spirit of Glory and of God - v. 14

1 Peter 3:14 - 14But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you 
are blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled,



The Glory of God Represents His Presence and His Attributes

Exodus 24:16 - 16The glory of the Lord rested on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it 
for six days; and on the seventh day He called to Moses from the midst of the cloud.

Exodus 33:18, 22- 18Then Moses said, “I pray You, show me Your glory!”… 22and it 
will come about, while My glory is passing by, that I will put you in the cleft of the rock 

and cover you with My hand until I have passed by.

Mark 9:2b–3 - 2bAnd He was transfigured before them; 3and His garments 
became radiant and exceedingly white, as no launderer on earth can whiten them.

Luke 21:27 - 27“Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power 
and great glory.



Have Confidence in God’s Presence in Suffering  
1 Peter 4:14-16

1.  If believers are being harshly criticized for the name of Christ, they 
are to be reminded that they are blessed by the indwelling presence of 
the Spirit of Glory and of God - v. 14

1 Peter 3:14 - 14But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you 
are blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled,

Romans 8:9 - 9However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he 

does not belong to Him.



Have Confidence in God’s Presence in Suffering  
1 Peter 4:14-16

1.  If believers are being harshly criticized for the name of Christ, they 
are to be reminded that they are blessed by the indwelling presence of 
the Spirit of Glory and of God - v. 14

2.  Christians are to make sure that their suffering is not because of sin - 
v. 15

3.  The one who suffers as a “Christian” is not to be ashamed but is to 
glorify God - v. 16

1 Peter 3:16 - 16and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are 
slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame.



Understand the Divine program of Suffering  
1 Peter 4:17-18

1.  First, judgment of suffering is to begin with Christians - v. 17a, 18a

Hebrews 12:5–6 - 5and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to 
you as sons, “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, Nor faint 

when you are reproved by Him; 6For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, 
And He scourges every son whom He receives.”



Understand the Divine program of Suffering  
1 Peter 4:17-18

1.  First, judgment of suffering is to begin with Christians - v. 17a, 18a

2.  Second, even more so judgment of suffering will be eternal for 
unbelievers - v. 17b, 18b

Romans 1:24 - 24Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to 
impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them.

Romans 1:26 - 26For this reason God gave them over to degrading 
passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is 

unnatural,
Romans 1:28 - 28And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God 

any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are 
not proper,



Trust in God’s Sovereign Purposes in Suffering  
1 Peter 4:19

1.  Christians are those who suffer in obedience to the will of God - v. 19

2.  Christians are those who are entrusting their souls to the Faithful 
Creator God - v. 19

3.  Christians are those who are committed to doing what is right before 
the Faithful Creator God - v. 19



Application

1.  Christian, see the hand of God in all your suffering and be rejoicing

2.  Christian, see the blessing of God in all suffering and glorify God in 
His name

3.  Christian, see the value of God’s discipline in this life and keep 
growing spiritually

4.  Unbelievers, see the terror of paying eternal punishment for your sins 
against a Holy Creator God and repent of your sins and believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as your only means of salvation






