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Introduction

Ecclesiastes 7:

▪ A transitional passage in the Preacher’s sermon

▪ Chapters 1 – 6:  Solomon’s Investigations

▪ Chapters 7 – 12:  Solomon’s Conclusions



Introduction

Chapters 1 – 6 Chapters 7 - 12

1:13 “I set my mind to seek…” 7:9,10,16,17 “Do not be…”

1:17 “I set my mind to know…” 7:18 “It is good that you…”

2:3 “I explored with my mind…” 8:2 “Keep the command…”

2:12 “I turned to consider wisdom…” 9:7 “Go then, eat your bread…”

3:10 “I have seen the task…” 9:9 “Enjoy life…”

3:12 “I know that there is nothing better…” 9:10 “Do it with all your might…”

3:16 “I have seen under the sun…” 10:20 “Do not curse a king…”

4:1 “I looked again…” 11:6 “Sow your seed in the morning…”

4:4 “I have seen that…” 11:9 “Rejoice, young man…”

5:13 “I have seen under the sun…” 12:1 “Remember your Creator…”

6:1 “I have seen under the sun…” 12:13 “Fear God and keep His Commands…”



Introduction

Ecclesiastes 7:

▪ A transitional passage in the Preacher’s sermon

▪ Chapters 1 – 6:  Solomon’s Investigations

▪ Chapters 7 – 12:  Solomon’s Conclusions

▪ Chapter 7 has two sections:

▪ Verses 1 – 14:  Proverbs on living a Carefully Considered Life

▪ Verses 15 – 29:  a Summary of his Investigations and Conclusions

Theme: A carefully considered, God-fearing life can prevent the bitterness 
that results from seeking meaning and satisfaction in this world.



I.  Hallmarks of a Carefully Considered Life  (v. 1 – 14)

A. Quality is better than quantity (v. 1)

B. Considering the end improves the journey    
(v. 2-4)

C. Improvement is better than mere 
enjoyment (v. 5-7)

D. Patience in the present is better than 
focusing on the future or past (v. 8-10)

E. Wisdom is better protection in life than 
money (v. 11-12)

F. God’s sovereignty is better than our plans     
(v. 13-14)



Application

• Some ways of thinking and attitudes are BETTER than others

• Which one of these 6 Hallmarks can you focus on this week?

• Is there something you need to take care of NOW, in light of the fact that your end 
is imminent?

• Do you need to seek out a wise mentor who can help you improve (even if it 
involves a rebuke now and then)?

• Do you need to spend time in prayer releasing something from your past or future 
that you have been clinging to that causes anxiety or fear?



II.  Solomon’s Report on his Experiment (v. 15-29)

A. The Problem Statement (v. 15-22)

1. Solomon’s summary
• Chap 1: The natural world provides no meaning – it goes round and round

• Chap 2: Achievements and Pleasures provide no meaning 

• Chap 3: The patterns of life provide no meaning – we go round and round

• Chap 4: Labor and legacy provide no meaning

• Chap 5: Riches provide no meaning

• Chap 6: Honor and blessing provide no meaning

2. Problem:  no matter how we live our lives, it does not determine the Outcome

3. Wisdom is what we need, and it will show us we are all sinners



II.  Solomon’s Report on his Experiment (v. 15-29)

A. The Problem Statement (v. 15-22)

B. The Method (v. 23-25)

C. The Results:  a Prison of Bitterness (v. 26)

D. The Reasoning:  an Abandoned Birthright 
(v. 27-29)



Application

• Solomon’s experiment results in a Desperate Cry for Grace!!

• He is frustrated that there is no answer in the activities of this life

• He didn’t have the answer, but through the gift of Progressive Revelation, WE 
DO!!

• Solomon had everything correct in his experiment:

• The original cause of our problem, the fact that nothing in our life or actions can change 
it, that there are still better ways to live, but that we need something else to free us…

• Jesus Christ came to release us from the prison we are in, to give us meaning 
and purpose, to invite us to a life free from the vanity we see in this life!




