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Ecclesiastes 8 
“As the World Turns,  

Life has Serious Limitations”  



Ecclesiastes 8 
“As the World Turns / Life has Serious Limitations” 

Chapter 5:18 
“Here is what I have seen to be good and fitting: to eat, to drink and enjoy oneself in 
all one’s labor in which he toils under the sun during the few years of his life which God 
has given him; for this is his reward.”



Ecclesiastes 8
“As the World Turns / Life has Serious Limitations” 

I. Wisdom – vs.1-9

Proverbs 1:20-22 

“ Wisdom shouts in the street, she lifts her voice in the square; at the head of the 
noisy streets she cries out; at the entrance of the city gates in the city she utters her 
sayings: ‘How long, O naïve, ones, will you love simplicity?’”



Ecclesiastes 8 
“As the World Turns / Life has Serious Limitations” 

I. Wisdom – vs.1-9

a. True Wisdom like God’s grace is alien to natural man –

b. Wisdom from God is what man needs –
James 1:5

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without 
reproach, and it will be given him.”

1st Kings 3:8-13 

“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the 
life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 
12 behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning 
mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 
13 I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor.”

Proverbs 1:7 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and 
instruction.”



Ecclesiastes 8 
“As the World Turns / Life has Serious Limitations” 

Proverbs 2:1-12
“My son, if you will receive my words And treasure my commandments within you, 
Make your ear attentive to wisdom; Incline your heart to understanding. For if you cry 
out for insight, And raise your voice for understanding; If you seek her as silver And 
search for her as for hidden treasures; then you will understand the fear of the LORD, 
And discover the knowledge of God, for the LORD gives wisdom; From His mouth 
come knowledge and understanding. He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He 
is a shield to those who walk in integrity, Guarding the paths of justice, And He 
watches over the way of His godly ones. Then you will discern righteousness, justice, 
And integrity, and every good path. For wisdom will enter your heart, And knowledge 
will be delightful to your soul; Discretion will watch over you, Understanding will guard 
you, To rescue you from the way of evil, From a person who speaks perverse things;”



Ecclesiastes 8 
“As the World Turns / Life has Serious Limitations” 

II. Obedience to Authority - vs. 2-6



Ecclesiastes 8 
“As the World Turns / Life has Serious Limitations” 

Romans 13:1-5 –

1 “Every person is to be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God. 2 
Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and 
they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves. 3 For 
rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to 
have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the 
same; 4 for it is a servant of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be 
afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a servant of God, an 
avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil. 5 Therefore it is 
necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for the sake 
of conscience.”



Ecclesiastes 8 
“As the World Turns / Life has Serious Limitations” 

II. Obedience to Authority - vs. 2-6

a. because of an oath or pledge - vs. 2

b. that governs us - vs.2-3

c. of a King - vs. 4 

d. of God –
1. By His Creating Word - He created all things,  Gen 1:1

2. By His Sustaining Sovereignty over all things,  Heb. 1:3, Ps.104, 135:6-7

3. By His Destroying Word – He will one day destroy the heavens and the earth, 2 Pet 3:10

4. By His Perogative – He determines life & death, Duet 32:39

5. By His Promise of Eternal Life – for those who are His, 1 Jn 2:25; Jn 14:6

6. By His Word of Coming Judgment – a warning to all mankind, Jude 14,16

7. By His Words of Future Prophecy - for mankind, Jer. 29:11, 2 Cor 4:16-17



Ecclesiastes 8 
“As the World Turns / Life has Serious Limitations” 

II. Obedience to Authority - vs. 2-6

a. because of an oath or pledge - vs. 2

b. that governs us - vs.2-3

c. of a King - vs. 4 

d. of God 
Charles Spurgeon said –

because God is our King, it should

a. make us stand in awe,

b. ensure our obedience,

c. inspire our confidence, 

d. it should be directing our walk before Him



Ecclesiastes 8 
“As the World Turns / Life has Serious Limitations” 

II. Obedience to Authority - vs. 2-6

a. because of an oath or pledge - vs. 2

b. that governs us - vs.2-3

c. of a King - vs. 4 

d. of God –

1. By His Creating Word  - He created all things,  Gen 1:1

2. By His Sustaining  Sovereignty  over all things,  Heb 1:3, Ps.104, 135:6-7

3. By His Destroying Word – He will one day destroy the heavens and the earth, 2Pet 3:10

4. By His Perogative – He determines life & death, Eph 1:11

5. By His Promise of Eternal Life – for those who are His, 1Jn 2:25,Jn 14:6

6. By His Word of Coming Judgment – a warning to all mankind, Jude 14,16

7. By His Words of Future Prophecy - for mankind, Jer 29:11, 2Cor 4:16-17

e. provides safety and security, in human government– vs. 5a



Ecclesiastes 8 
“As the World Turns / Life has Serious Limitations”

III. The Discerning Heart of Wisdom 
a. the procedure for it – Ecc. 3:1 

b. God hears our prayers – vs. 6-8 

c. the injustices of an ungodly government – vs. 9  

1. that should be administering justice, peace & security but are not –

2. is to the hurt of those they govern –

d. the results of injustice –vs. 10-11

Ecc. 3:16 “Furthermore, I have seen under the sun that in the place of justice there is wickedness and in the 
place of righteousness there is wickedness.”  

Ecc. 4:1 “Then I looked again at all the acts of oppression which are being done under the sun. And behold  
I saw the tears of the oppressed and that they had no one to comfort them; and on the side of 
their oppressors was power, but they had no one to comfort them.”  

Ecc.  5:8  “If you see oppression of the poor and denial of justice and righteousness in the province, do not 
be shocked at the sight; for one official watches over another official and there are higher officials 
over them.”   



Ecclesiastes 8 
“As the World Turns / Life has Serious Limitations” 

III. The Discerning Heart of Wisdom 
a. the procedure for it – Ecc 3:1 

b. God hears our prayers – vs. 6-8 

c. the injustices of an ungodly government – vs. 9  

1. should be administering justice, peace & security, but are not –

2. is to the hurt of those they govern –

d. the results of injustice –vs. 10-11

e. the importance of fearing God – vs. 12-13  



Ecclesiastes 8 
“As the World Turns / Life has Serious Limitations” 

Acts 17:30-31

30 “Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men 
that all people everywhere should repent, 31 because He has fixed a day in which He 
will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having 
furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.”

Revelation 20:11-15 
11 “Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence 
earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 12And I saw the dead, 
the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and 
another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the 
things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. 13And the sea gave 
up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in 
them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. 14 Then death 
and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 
15And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into 
the lake of fire.”



Ecclesiastes 8 
“As the World Turns / Life has Serious Limitations” 

John 10:27-28 
“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 
and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one  snatch them out of My hand.” 

John 14:1-3  
“Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are
many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 
3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am,
there you may be also.”                                                                                                      



Ecclesiastes 8 
“As the World Turns / Life has Serious Limitations”

III. The Discerning Heart of Wisdom 
a. the procedure for it – Ecc. 3:1 

b. God hears our prayers – vs. 6-8 

c. the injustices of an ungodly government – vs. 9  

1. that should be administering justice peace & security but are not –

2. is to the hurt of those they govern –

d. the results of injustice –vs. 10-11

e. the importance of fearing God – vs. 12-13  

f. knows the limits of man’s knowledge – vs. 14-17



Ecclesiastes 8 
“As the World Turns / Life has Serious Limitations”

III. The Discerning Heart of Wisdom 
f. knows the limits of man’s knowledge – vs. 14-17

´ Isa 40:13-15 

“Who has directed the Spirit of the Lord, or as His counselor has informed Him? With whom did He 
consult and who gave Him understanding? And who taught Him in the path of justice and taught 
Him knowledge and informed Him of the way of understanding?” 

´ Isaiah 55:9 

“For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my  
thoughts than your thoughts.” 

´ Ecclesiastes Chapter 3:11  
“He has made everything appropriate in its time. He has also set eternity in their heart, yet so that 
man will not find out the work which God has done from the beginning even to the end.”



Ecclesiastes 8 
“As the World Turns / Life has Serious Limitations” 

III. The Discerning Heart of Wisdom 
f. knows the limits of man’s knowledge – vs. 14-17

´ Psalm 46:10 
“Cease striving and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the 

earth.” 

´ Psalm 47:1-2 
“O clap your hands all peoples; shout to God with the voice of joy, for the Lord Most High is to be 
feared, a great King over all the earth.” 



Ecclesiastes 8 
“As the World Turns”  

APPLICATION:  

Life does have serious limitations  
´ 1.  Realize that though the world is passing away; all man needs is Christ; to fear Him, to 

obey Him, seeking the wisdom that He generously gives to all of His children who ask. 
James 1:5
“But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without    
reproach, and it will be given to him.” 

2. Be still; know & trust God who is in control and sovereign over all things.
Proverbs 3:5-6 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge Him and He will make your paths straight.” 

“As Believers all we have is Christ”



“All I Have Is Christ”     by Sovereign Grace

VERSE 1
I once was lost in darkest night, yet thought I knew the way. The sin that promised joy and         
life had led me to the grave. I had no hope that You would own a rebel to Your will, and if    

You had not loved me first I would refuse You still.    

´ VERSE 2
But as I ran my hell-bound race indifferent to the cost, You looked upon my helpless state 
and led me to the cross. And I beheld God’s love displayed, You suffered in my place; You 
bore the wrath reserved for me, now all I know is grace.

´ CHORUS
Hallelujah! All I have is Christ.
Hallelujah! Jesus is my life.

´ VERSE 3
Now, Lord I would be Yours alone, and live so all might see; The strength to follow Your 
commands could never come from me. O Father use my ransomed life in any way You 
choose, and let my song forever be my only boast is You.

´ CHORUS (twice)


