
Ecclesiastes 10



The Dangers of Folly

• The contrasts between wisdom and folly in general (vv1-3)
– A life of wisdom and honor can be ruined by a little foolishness (v1)

– A wise man is driven to pursue honor and what is morally good – a foolish 
man is going the other way (v2)
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– A life of wisdom and honor can be ruined by a little foolishness (v1)

– A wise man is driven to pursue honor and what is morally good – a foolish 
man is going the other way (v2)

Exodus 15:6 6“Your right hand, O LORD, is 
majestic in power, Your right hand, O LORD, 
shatters the enemy. 

Matthew 25:32–33 32“All the nations will be 
gathered before Him; and He will separate them 
from one another, as the shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats; 33and He will put the 
sheep on His right, and the goats on the left. 



The Dangers of Folly

• The contrasts between wisdom and folly in general (vv1-3)
– A life of wisdom and honor can be ruined by a little foolishness (v1)

– A wise man is driven to pursue honor and what is morally good – a foolish 
man is going the other way (v2)

– A foolish man communicates his folly in everyday situations (v3)



The Dangers of Folly

• The ironies and folly in government (vv4-7,16-20)
– There is an evil reality in life when foolish people are exalted to positions of 

authority and honor in place of the wise (vv5-7)

– Foolish rulers are those who are incompetent, whereas wise leaders are 
disciplined and responsible (vv16-17)

– Foolish leaders neglect their responsibilities (v18)

– Foolish leaders are self-indulgent and make poor decisions (v19)

– Two wise responses:

○ Don’t desire harm or speak evil of those in authority over you (v20)

○ Be resolute and calm in response to the foolish anger of such authorities (v4)



The Paths of Folly and Wisdom

The Path of Folly

• Leads to self-destruction (vv8-9)

The Path of Wisdom

• Involves proper preparation (v10)

• Involves not acting too slowly 
when warranted (v11)

• Includes gracious words (v12a)

Matthew 12:34 34…For the mouth speaks out of that 
which fills the heart. 



Luke 4:22 22And all were speaking well of Him, and 
wondering at the gracious words which were falling 
from His lips… 
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The Paths of Folly and Wisdom

The Path of Folly

• Leads to self-destruction (vv8-9)

• Progresses from foolish words to 
evil madness (vv12b-13)

• Involves excessive talk and 
arrogant presumption (v14)

• Shows that the fool is utterly lost 
(v15)

The Path of Wisdom

• Involves proper preparation (v10)

• Involves not acting too slowly 
when warranted (v11)

• Includes gracious words (v12a)



Reflections

• Are there areas of foolishness in your life that you need to get rid of?

• Is your direction in life going to the right (the path of wisdom) or to the 
left (the path of folly)?

• Do you need to respond differently and more wisely to someone in your 
life who demonstrates foolish anger?

• Can you identify one person to whom you will begin to speak more 
gracious words?


