


Beware of False Teachers 
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I.     Know Your Salvation                     

II.    Know Your Scriptures                    

III.    Know Your Adversaries
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IV.    Know Your Sanctification                   2 Peter 3:11-18



2 Peter Theme Verse 

2 Peter 3:1–2 - 1This is now, beloved, the second 
letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up 
your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2that you 

should remember the words spoken beforehand by the 
holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and 

Savior spoken by your apostles.



Knowledge

Faith

Moral 
Excellence

Self-Control

Perseverance

Godliness

Love

Brotherly 
Kindness2 Peter 1:5-7



Passage Theme Verse 

2 Peter 2:1 - 1But false prophets also arose among the 
people, just as there will also be false teachers among 
you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, 
even denying the Master who bought them, bringing 

swift destruction upon themselves.



Theme Statement 

We need to understand that false teachers will be among us, that 
God will eventually separate false teachers out from His people 

and eternally judge them and that false teachers will be known by 
their characteristics and actions.



The Existence of False Teachers  
2 Peter 2:1-3a

1.  But there will be false teachers among us who will bring destructive 
heresies to us and destructive heresies to themselves - v. 1; Jude 4

Jude 4 - 4For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long 
beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace 

of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.



“even denying the Master Who bought them”  
What is meant by “bought”? 

Three possible interpretations
First.  These false teachers were saved but denied Christ and lost their 
salvation

1 Peter 1:3–5 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance 
which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for 
you, who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to 

be revealed in the last time.



“even denying the Master Who bought them”  
What is meant by “bought”? 

Three common interpretations
First.  These false teachers were saved but denied Christ and lost their 
salvation

Second.  Jesus paid for the sins of the false teachers provisionally but 
they never applied that salvation to their own lives by repentance and 
faith

Third.  These false teachers had the appearance of being bought 
because they were physically part of the household of believers but 
never true believers.



John MacArthur wrote:  “The phrase who bought them fits Peter’s analogy 
perfectly. He is alluding to the master of a house who would purchase slaves 
and put them in charge of various household tasks. Because they were now 

regarded as the master’s personal property, they owed their complete 
allegiance to him. While false teachers maintain that they are part of Christ’s 

household, they deny such professions through their actions—refusing to 
become servants under His authority. Bought (agorazō) means “to purchase,” 

or “to redeem out of the marketplace,” and in this context is parallel to 
Deuteronomy 32:5–6. The false teachers of Peter’s day claimed Christ as their 

Redeemer, yet they refused to accept His sovereign lordship, thus revealing 
their true character as unregenerate enemies of biblical truth.”



“even denying the Master Who bought them”  
What is meant by “bought”? 

Three common interpretations
First.  These false teachers were saved but denied Christ and lost their 
salvation

Second.  Jesus paid for the sins of the false teachers provisionally but 
they never applied that salvation to their own lives by repentance and 
faith

Third.  These false teachers had the appearance of being bought 
because they were physically part of the household of believers but 
never true believers.



“even denying the Master Who bought them”  
What is meant by “bought”? 

Three common interpretations

Third.  These false teachers had the appearance of being bought 
because they were physically part of the household of believers but 
never true believers.

Deuteronomy 32:5–6 - 5“They have acted corruptly toward Him, They are not 
His children, because of their defect; But are a perverse and crooked generation. 

6“Do you thus repay the LORD, O foolish and unwise people? Is not He your Father 
who has bought you? He has made you and established you.



The Existence of False Teachers  
2 Peter 2:1-3a

1.  But there will be false teachers among us who will bring destructive 
heresies to us and destructive heresies to themselves - v. 1; Jude 4

2.  The way of truth will be blasphemed and people will deceived and 
exploited by the greed of the false teachers - v. 2-3a



The Judgment of False Teachers  
2 Peter 2:3b-10a

1.  The Lord will certainly judge false teachers and He knows how to 
mercifully rescue the godly from peril - v. 3b, 9-10a

2.  Example #1:  God did not spare angels when they sinned but cast 
them captive in Tartarus - v. 4

MacArthur wrote - “The verb, used only here in the New Testament, is derived 
from Tartarus, which in Greek mythology identified a subterranean abyss that was 

even lower than Hades (hell). Tartarus came to refer to the abode of the most 
wicked spirits, where the worst rebels and criminals received the severest divine 

punishment.”



The Judgment of False Teachers  
2 Peter 2:3b-10a

1.  The Lord will certainly judge false teachers and He knows how to 
mercifully rescue the godly from peril - v. 3b, 9-10a

2.  Example #1:  God did not spare angels when they sinned but cast 
them captive in Tartarus - v. 4
Jude 6 - 6And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their 

proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of 
the great day,

MacArthur wrote:  “Jude 6 is a reference to the events of Genesis 6:1–4 
in which certain fallen angels possessed mortal men and then cohabited with 

women. The egregious transgression of those demons was a clear violation of the 
boundaries God had set for them.”



The Judgment of False Teachers  
2 Peter 2:3b-10a

1.  The Lord will certainly judge false teachers and He knows how to 
mercifully rescue the godly from peril - v. 3b, 9-10a

2.  Example #1:  God did not spare angels when they sinned but cast 
them captive in Tartarus - v. 4

3.  Example #2:  When the LORD destroyed the whole world and its 
entire ungodly population in the world-wide flood, in His mercy He 
preserved one righteous man, Noah, and his family - v. 5

4.  Example #3:  When the Lord condemned and destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah, He rescued righteous Lot - v. 6-8 



The Characteristics of False Teachers  
2 Peter 2:10b-22

1.  False teachers are self-willed and arrogant without true knowledge 
and reason - v. 10b-13a

Jude 10 - 10But these men revile the things which they do not understand; and 
the things which they know by instinct, like unreasoning animals, by these things 

they are destroyed.



The Characteristics of False Teachers  
2 Peter 2:10b-22

1.  False teachers are self-willed and arrogant without true knowledge 
and reason - v. 10b-13a

2.  False teachers revel openly in their deceptions  - v. 13b-14

3.  False teachers are mercenary like Balaam - 2 Peter 2:15-16





The Characteristics of False Teachers  
2 Peter 2:10b-22

1.  False teachers are self-willed and arrogant without true knowledge 
and reason - v. 10b-13a

2.  False teachers revel openly in their deceptions  - v. 13b-14

3.  False teachers are mercenary like Balaam - 2 Peter 2:15-16

4.  False teachers are hypocrites. and enslaved to their own corruption - 
2 Peter 2:17-19

5.  False Teachers are often those who escaped the wickedness of the 
world and initially understood the truth of the Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ but then rejected those truths becoming even more entangled in 
the depravity of the world and of their own hearts - 2 Peter 2:20-22



The Characteristics of False Teachers  
2 Peter 2:10b-22

5.  False Teachers are often those who escaped the wickedness of the 
world and initially understood the truth of the Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ but then rejected those truths becoming even more entangled in 
the depravity of the world and of their own hearts - 2 Peter 2:20-22

2 Peter 2:21 - 21For it would be better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment 

handed on to them.

2 Peter 2:22 - 22It has happened to them according to the true proverb, “A 
DOG RETURNS TO ITS OWN VOMIT,” and, “A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing 

in the mire.”

Proverbs 26:11 - 11Like a dog that returns to its vomit Is a fool who 
repeats his folly.



Application

1.  Elders, lead, feed and protect the flock of God from error - 1 Peter 
5:1-3; Acts 20:28

1 Peter 5:1–3 - 1Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your 
fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory 
that is to be revealed, 2shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight 

not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for 
sordid gain, but with eagerness; 3nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your 

charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.

Acts 20:28 - 28“Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which 
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He 

purchased with His own blood.



Application

1.  Elders, lead, feed and protect the flock of God from error - 1 Peter 
5:1-3; Acts 20:28

2.  Believers, be good Bereans making sure what you are being taught is 
the absolute truth of God and continue to grow in your knowledge of the 
truth of God - 2 Peter 3:17-18

Acts 17:11 - 11Now these (Bereans) were more noble-minded than those in 
Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the 

Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.



Application

1.  Elders, lead, feed and protect the flock of God from error - 1 Peter 
5:1-3; Acts 20:28

2.  Believers, be good Bereans making sure what you are being taught is 
the absolute truth of God and continue to grow in your knowledge of the 
truth of God - 2 Peter 3:17-18

2 Peter 3:17–18 - 17You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on 
your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and 
fall from your own steadfastness, 18but grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of 

eternity. Amen.
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Application

1.  Elders, lead, feed and protect the flock of God from error - 1 Peter 
5:1-3; Acts 20:28

2.  Believers, be good Bereans making sure what you are being taught is 
the absolute truth of God and continue to grow in your knowledge of the 
truth of God - 2 Peter 3:17-18

3.  Unbelievers, either you will eternally pay for your sin in hell or Jesus 
Christ will pay for your sin.  Repent and believe in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ - Hebrews 2:2-3; Mark 1:14-15



Application

3.  Unbelievers, either you will eternally pay for your sin in hell or Jesus 
Christ will pay for your sin.  Repent and believe in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ - Hebrews 2:2-3; Mark 1:14-15

Hebrews 2:2–3 - 2For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, 
and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty, 3how will we 

escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through 
the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard,

Mark 1:14–15 - 14Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 

kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”




