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Ecclesiastes 11
Wise Counsel 

“When you don’t know the things you should know…”

I. Be Diligent – vs. 1-6  

>  Requires Faith

A. “Cast your bread on the surface of the waters”

1. Agriculture –

2. Philanthropy –

3. Commerce –

> Do Good, Be Generous 



u Job 37:14-15 “Listen to this, O Job, stand and consider the wonders of God. 
“Do you know how God establishes them, and makes the lightening of His 
cloud to shine?” 

u Psalm 135:6-7 “Whatever the LORD pleases, He does, in heaven and in earth, 
in the seas and in all deeps. He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of 
the earth; Who makes lightenings for the rain, Who brings forth the wind form 
His treasuries.”

u Nahum 1:3b  “In whirlwind and storm is His way, and clouds are the dust 
beneath His feet.” 

u Zech 10:1  “Ask rain from the LORD at the time of the spring rain – The LORD 
who makes the storm clouds; and He will give them showers of rain, 
vegetation in the field to each man.”



Ecclesiastes 11
Wise Counsel 

“When you don’t know the things you should know…”

I. Be Diligent – vs. 1-6  

>  Requires Faith

A. “Cast your bread upon the surface of the waters”

B.  Things we do not know –
1. How to predict the future –
2. How to do what only God can do –
3. How to guarantee success and avoid failure -



Ecclesiastes 11
Wise Counsel 

“When you don’t know the things you should know…”

I. Be Diligent – vs. 1-6  

>  Requires Faith

A. “Cast your bread upon the surface of the waters”
B.  Things we do not know –

C. Things we do know –
1. Do not be consumed with the things of the world.
2. Success is not to be the only goal of our life. 
3. Wise living, is living for Christ and is its own reward.



Ecclesiastes 11
Wise Counsel 

“When you don’t know the things you should know…”

II. Life is a Gift to Enjoy – vs. 7-10
>  but has instructions –

1. to rejoice – vs. 7-9

Phil 4:6-7 “ Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
And the peace of God which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

Isaiah 41:10 “Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you, surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.” 

Proverbs 4:23 “Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flow the springs 
of life.”  

Jeremiah 17:9-10 “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; 
who can understand it? “I the LORD search the heart, I test the mind, even to give to 
each man according to his ways, according to the results of his deeds.” 



Ecclesiastes 11
Wise Counsel 

“When you don’t know the things you should know…”

II. Life is a Gift to Enjoy – vs. 7-10
>  but has instructions –

1. to rejoice – vs. 7-9

2. to remove – vs. 10 

“Youthful sins lay a foundation for aged sorrows.” 
Charles Spurgeon 



Ecclesiastes 11
Wise Counsel 

“When you don’t know the things you should know…”

APPLICATION:
1. Live By Faith – always remembering 

(Circumstances will never be ideal in this life)
Rom 6:13 “Do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of 

unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as 
instruments of righteousness to God.” 

2. Striving to Remove Sin, Being Glad, Rejoicing, & Enjoying  His Goodness…  

By going to the Source …. 
2nd Peter 1:3 “seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and 

godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.”  

Learning to
“Trust and Obey” 



TRUST AND OBEY –BY John Henry Sammis & Daniel Brink Towner 

When we walk with the Lord, In the light of His Word, What a glory He sheds on our way; 
While we do His good will, He abides with us still, And with all who will trust and obey. 

Trust and obey, For there's no other way, To be happy in Jesus, But to trust and obey. 

Not a shadow can rise, Not a cloud in the skies, But His smile quickly drives it away; 
Not a doubt or a fear, Not a sigh or a tear, Can abide while we trust and obey. 

Trust and obey, For there's no other way, To be happy in Jesus, But to trust and obey. 
Not a burden we bear, Not a sorrow we share, But our toil He doth richly repay; 
Not a grief or a loss, Not a frown or a cross, But is blest if we trust and obey. 
Trust and obey, For there's no other way, To be happy in Jesus, But to trust and obey.
But we never can prove The delights of His love, Until all on the altar we lay; 
For the favor He shows, And the joy He bestows, Are for them who will trust and obey. 
Trust and obey, For there's no other way, To be happy in Jesus, But to trust and obey. 

Then in fellowship sweet, We will sit at His feet, Or we'll walk by His side in the way; 
What He says we will do; Where He sends we will go, Never fear, only trust and obey. 

Trust and obey, For there's no other way, To be happy in Jesus, But to trust and obey. 


