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II. The Character of the Forgiver (4-7)

III. The Call to Forgive (8-16)

IV. The Cause to Forgive (17-25)



I. GREETINGS (1-3)



II. THE CHARACTER OF THE FORGIVER (4-7)

A. Someone for whom there is only Thankfulness (4)

B. Someone who has Concern for the Lord (5a)



II. THE CHARACTER OF THE FORGIVER (4-7)

• I hear of your Love (5)
• And of the Faith

• Which you have toward the Lord Jesus

• And toward all the Saints



II. THE CHARACTER OF THE FORGIVER (4-7)

A. Someone for whom there is only Thankfulness (4)

B. Someone who has Concern for the Lord (5a)

C. Someone who loves God’s People (5b)

D. Someone who has Concern for the Fellowship (6a)

E. Someone whose faith is becoming effective through knowledge (6b)

F. Someone who lives for Christ’s Glory (6c)

G. Someone who lives to Bless Others (7)



DEFINITION

Charizomai

“to bestow a favor unconditionally; to show one’s self gracious, kind, benevolent; or to grant 
forgiveness, to pardon.” 

Aphiemi

“to send away, to let go, to give up a debt by not demanding it”



DEFINITION

“If you want a simple definition then of forgiveness, think of it as a promise never to take revenge.  
It is a verbally declared promise.  It is a statement of love that affirms, “I hold no anger, I hold no 
hatred, I hold no bitterness against you.”” 

- John MacArthur



III. THE CALL TO FORGIVE (8-16)

A. Appeal to Love (8-9)

B. Appeal to put away former Prejudices (10-11)

C. Appeal to gospel ministry Partnerships (12-14)

D. Appeal to reflect on God’s Providence (15)

E. Appeal to Prioritize spiritual relationships (16)



WHEN WE DON’T FORGIVE

✘We are in Disobedience to God (Eph. 4:32) 

✘We cannot Worship God as he Prescribes (Mark 11:25)

✘We remain Prisoners to the Past (Matt. 6:15; defn. of forgiveness) 

✘We become Bitter (defn. of forgiveness; Matt. 6:15) 

✘We leave the door open for Satan (Eph. 4:26-27) 

✘We cannot Fellowship with God (Matt. 6:14) 



IV. THE CAUSE TO FORGIVE (17-25)

A. We owe a debt we cannot pay (17-19) 

B. We become a cause for blessing (20) 

C. We are to be obedient to God (21)

D. We are accountable to Godly leaders (22) 

E. We are a part of the family of God (23-24)

F. We are aided and empowered by the Grace of God (25) 



GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What are some misconceptions / unbiblical views of forgiveness?

2. What lesson / lessons do you see for the church in this brief letter?

3. Why should Philemon receive Onesimus back? How does the Gospel impact what we 
do (esp. in regards to relationships)?
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