
Growing Opposition to the Son of Man

Mark 2:1-3:6



Jesus claimed the authority to forgive sins (2:1-12)

◼ Many gather in and around a crowded home to listen to Jesus (vv1-2)

◼ Four men lower a paralytic to Jesus through the roof (vv3-4)

◼ Based on the paralytic’s faith, Jesus tells him his sins are forgiven (v5)

◼ The scribes inwardly reason that Jesus is blaspheming (vv6-7)

◼ Jesus asks them which is easier – to heal or forgive his sins? (vv8-9)

◼ Jesus demonstrates his authority by healing the paralytic (vv10-12a)

◼ All the people were amazed at Jesus (v12b)



Jesus claimed the authority to forgive sins (2:1-12)

◼ Reflections

• Jesus still forgives the sins of those who place their faith in Him

• Jesus is truly amazing to those He saves

• Jesus is divine, as seen in his ability to sovereignly save, his authority 
to forgive sin, his ability to read minds, and his ability to perform 
incredible miracles

• Jesus is puzzling and offensive to those who reject Him 



Jesus interacted with sinners (2:13-17)

◼ Jesus calls Matthew, the tax collector, to follow Him (vv13-14a)

◼ Matthew got up and, leaving it all behind, followed Jesus (v14b)

Luke 5:28  28And he left everything behind, 
and got up and began to follow Him.



Jesus interacted with sinners (2:13-17)

◼ Jesus calls Matthew, the tax collector, to follow Him (vv13-14a)

◼ Matthew got up and, leaving it all behind, followed Jesus (v14b)

◼ Jesus interacted with many sinners at a reception given by Matthew (v15)

Luke 5:29 29And Levi gave a big reception for Him in his house…



Jesus interacted with sinners (2:13-17)

◼ Jesus calls Matthew, the tax collector, to follow Him (vv13-14a)

◼ Matthew got up and, leaving it all behind, followed Jesus (v14b)

◼ Jesus interacted with many sinners at a reception given by Matthew (v15)

◼ The religious leaders criticized Jesus for doing so (v16)

◼ Jesus tells them that he came to call sinners to repentance, not the self-
righteous (v17)

Romans 3:10 10as it is written, “THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 



Jesus interacted with sinners (2:13-17)

◼ Reflections

• Jesus is still a friend of sinners – even the worst of sinners

• Jesus separated himself from those with hard hearts, not those whose 
hearts were still searching

• Believers should be excited to introduce their friends to Jesus

• Believers should follow Jesus’ example of associating with sinners for 
the purpose of showing kindness and compassion and leading them to 
the truth of Christ



Jesus did not keep their religious traditions
regarding fasting (2:18-22)

◼ Jesus is asked why His disciples do not fast like those of John the 
Baptist and the Pharisees (v18)



Jesus did not keep their religious traditions
regarding fasting (2:18-22)

◼ Jesus is asked why His disciples do not fast like those of John the 
Baptist and the Pharisees (v18)

Key Notes on Fasting

In the Old Testament:
• Only required once a year on the Day of 

Atonement (Lev 16)
• After the Babylonian captivity, the Jews added 

four more annual fasts (Zech 7:5, 8:19), not 
given by God

• There was also personal fasting for a variety of 
reasons

In the New Testament:
• The Pharisees fasted twice a week (Luke 18)



Jesus did not keep their religious traditions
regarding fasting (2:18-22)

◼ Jesus is asked why His disciples do not fast like those of John the 
Baptist and the Pharisees (v18)

◼ Jesus responds that fasting is not appropriate while He, the 
Bridegroom, is present (vv19-20)

◼ Jesus conveys that His kingdom is totally different and not a religious 
add-on (vv21-22)

• You don’t patch new unshrunk cloth on to an old garment (v21)

• You don’t put new wine into an old wineskin (v22)



Jesus did not keep their religious traditions
regarding fasting (2:18-22)

◼ Reflections

• Jesus’ call and kingdom are not a religious add-on

• Jesus made a claim to deity in identifying Himself as the Bridegroom



Jesus violated their Sabbath regulations
by picking grain (2:23-28)

◼ He allowed his disciples to pick and eat grain on the Sabbath (vv23-28)

◼ The Pharisees confront Him about doing what is unlawful (v24)

Deuteronomy 23:25 25When you enter your neighbor’s standing grain, 
then you may pluck the heads with your hand, but you shall not wield a 
sickle in your neighbor’s standing grain. 



Jesus violated their Sabbath regulations
by picking grain (2:23-28)

◼ He allowed his disciples to pick and eat grain on the Sabbath (vv23-28)

◼ The Pharisees confront Him about doing what is unlawful (v24)

Background on the Sabbath

• Was to be a day of no labor or work for all people and 
animals

• 4th commandment, based on God resting the last day 
in the week of creation, and based on God redeeming 
His people from Egypt

• Began at sunset on Friday and lasted until sunset on 
Saturday

• It was to be a symbol of Israel’s loyalty and separation 
to God

• Was to be a day of worship and a beneficial time of 
rest – the opposite of being burdensome



Jesus violated their Sabbath regulations
by picking grain (2:23-28)

◼ He allowed his disciples to pick and eat grain on the Sabbath (vv23-28)

◼ The Pharisees confront Him about doing what is unlawful (v24)

◼ Jesus tells them they don’t really understand several aspects regarding 
the Sabbath (vv25-28)

• Genuine needs override strict adherence to ceremonial law (vv25-26)

• Work is allowed to fulfill God-ordained ministry (Matt 12:5)

Matthew 12:5 5Or have you not read in the Law, that on the Sabbath the 
priests in the temple break the Sabbath and are innocent? 



Jesus violated their Sabbath regulations
by picking grain (2:23-28)

◼ He allowed his disciples to pick and eat grain on the Sabbath (vv23-28)

◼ The Pharisees confront Him about doing what is unlawful (v24)

◼ Jesus tells them they don’t really understand several aspects regarding 
the Sabbath (vv25-28)

• Genuine needs override strict adherence to ceremonial law (vv25-26)

• Work is allowed to fulfill God-ordained ministry (Matt 12:5)

• The Sabbath was made to benefit man – not to be burdensome (v27)

• Jesus Himself is Lord over the Sabbath (v28)



Jesus violated their Sabbath regulations
by picking grain (2:23-28)

◼ Reflections

• God never intended the Sabbath to prohibit one from taking care of 
legitimate basic needs

• Jesus used Scripture to defend truth and refute error

• God’s Word, not the traditions of man, are authoritative

• Jesus again claimed to be God



Jesus violated their Sabbath regulations
by healing (3:1-6)

◼ On the Sabbath, Jesus calls a man forward with a withered hand (vv1,3)

◼ Knowing the Pharisees were watching Him, He asked them if it is lawful 
to do good or harm on the Sabbath (vv2,4)

Matthew 12:11–12 11And He said to them, “What man is there among you 
who has a sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will he not take 
hold of it and lift it out? 12“How much more valuable then is a man than a 
sheep!  So then, it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” 



Jesus violated their Sabbath regulations
by healing (3:1-6)

◼ On the Sabbath, Jesus calls a man forward with a withered hand (vv1,3)

◼ Knowing the Pharisees were watching Him, He asked them if it is lawful 
to do good or harm on the Sabbath (vv2,4)

◼ Jesus was angry and grieved at the hardness of the Pharisee’s hearts 
(v5a)

◼ Jesus healed the man’s hand (v5b)

◼ The Pharisees left and began to seek to kill Jesus (v6)



Jesus violated their Sabbath regulations
by healing (3:1-6)

◼ Reflections

• God never intended the Sabbath to prohibit acts of mercy and 
compassion

• Hard-hearted men get angry when confronted with God’s truth

• Hard-hearted men want control and authority over their own lives


