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One commentator wrote - The Scriptures devote more room to the description 
of the Tabernacle/Temple and its related items than to any other single subject…. 
no less than seven times in Scripture we find references to God’s solemn charge 

to Moses that he should make all things according to the “pattern” which was 
shown to him “in the Mount.”



Introduction/Background
1.  The Old Testament pattern for the worship of God was established in 
the tabernacle and its furnishings - Exodus 25-38
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Introduction/Background
1.  The Old Testament pattern for the worship of God was established in 
the tabernacle and its furnishings - Exodus 25-38

2.  The last probable place of the tabernacle in the land of Israel is at 
Shiloh - Joshua 18:1; Judges 18:31

3.  But we can trace the path of the Ark of the Covenant from Shiloh to 
Jerusalem - 1 Samuel 3-7; 2 Samuel 6

4.  So David intended to build a house for the name of the LORD but was 
told by God that it would be his son who would do so - 2 Samuel 7

5.  People of Israel were still using the pagan high places to worship the 
LORD God because there was no house built for the name of the LORD - 
1 Kings 3:2



Preparation for Building the Temple (Part 1) 
1 Chronicles 28:11-21; 29:18-19

1.  King David gave Solomon detailed plans for the temple building, 
temple servants, furniture and furnishings including gold and silver 
weights all from what he understood the LORD God directed

2.  King David encouraged his son Solomon to be strong and 
courageous and to act fearlessly with the presence of the LORD God

3.  King David prayed for his son Solomon’s heart to keep the LORD’s 
commandments and to build the temple



Passage Theme Verse 

1 Kings 6:12–13 - “Concerning this house which you are 
building, if you will walk in My statutes and execute My 
ordinances and keep all My commandments by walking 
in them, then I will carry out My word with you which I 
spoke to David your father.   I will dwell among the sons 

of Israel, and will not forsake My people Israel.”



Preparation for Building the Temple (Part 2) 
1 Kings 5

4.  King Solomon reached out to King David’s friend, Hiram king of Tyre, 
who had previously provided King David cut cedars from Lebanon for 
building King David’s house

5.  King Solomon and King Hiram made a covenant together - wood for 
King Solomon, food for King Hiram

2 Chronicles 2:16 - 16“We will cut whatever timber you need from Lebanon and 
bring it to you on rafts by sea to Joppa, so that you may carry it up to Jerusalem.”





Preparation for Building the Temple (Part 2) 
1 Kings 5

4.  King Solomon reached out to King David’s friend, Hiram king of Tyre, 
who had previously provided King David cut cedars from Lebanon for 
building King David’s house

5.  King Solomon and King Hiram made a covenant together - wood for 
King Solomon, food for King Hiram

6.  King Solomon conscripted 180,000 workers and 3,300 managers 
who worked together with Hiram’s builders and the Gebalites



Building the Temple 
1 Kings 6

1.  The building of the temple began 480 years after the first passover 
(1447 BC) in the fourth year (967 BC) of Solomon’s reign (971-931 BC) - 
v. 1
2.  Solomon’s Temple Description - v. 2-38
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Building the Temple 
1 Kings 6

1.  The building of the temple began 480 years after the first passover 
(1447 BC) in the fourth year (967 BC) of Solomon’s reign (971-931 BC) - 
v. 1

2.  Solomon’s Temple Description - v. 2-10

3.  The LORD spoke to Solomon with a conditional promise:  “Concerning 
this house which you are building, if you will walk in My statutes and 
execute My ordinances and keep all My commandments by walking in 
them, then I will carry out My word with you which I spoke to David your 
father.  I will dwell among the sons of Israel, and will not forsake My 
people Israel.” - v. 11-13



“During the construction of the temple, the LORD 
spoke to Solomon, probably through a prophet, 
and reiterated that the fulfillment of His Word to 

David through his son was contingent on 
Solomon’s obedience to His commands.  The use 
of the same words, ‘I will dwell among the son’s of 

Israel,’ in v. 13 as in Exodus 20:45, implied that
Solomon’s temple was the legitimate successor to the tabernacle.  The 

LORD forewarned Solomon and Israel that the temple was no guarantee of 
His presence; only their continued obedience would assure that.”



Building the Temple 
1 Kings 6

1.  The building of the temple began 480 years after the first passover 
(1447 BC) in the fourth year (967 BC) of Solomon’s reign (971-931 BC) - 
v. 1

2.  Solomon’s Temple Description - v. 2-10

3.  The LORD spoke to Solomon with a conditional promise:  “Concerning 
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4.  Solomon’s Temple internal decor - v. 14-22
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Building the Temple 
1 Kings 6

3.  The LORD spoke to Solomon with a conditional promise:  “Concerning 
this house which you are building, if you will walk in My statutes and 
execute My ordinances and keep all My commandments by walking in 
them, then I will carry out My word with you which I spoke to David your 
father.  I will dwell among the sons of Israel, and will not forsake My 
people Israel.” - v. 11-13

4.  Solomon’s Temple internal decor - v. 14-22

5.  The two cherubim in the Holy of Holies - v. 23-28

6.  The two doors into the holy place and the most holy place - v. 29-36

7.  Solomon’s Temple was completed after 7 years in 960 BC - v. 37-38





Application

1.  David, a man after God’s own heart, prayed for his son Solomon that 
he would have a “perfect heart” to keep God’s commandments.  So we 
ought be thankful for those who have prayed for us and that we would 
be faithful in praying for those entrusted to us - 1 Chronicles 29:18-19

2.  In the midst of Solomon building the temple, the LORD forewarned 
Solomon and Israel that the temple was no guarantee of His presence; 
only their continued obedience would assure that.  History is full of good 
churches which drifted away from God and His Word.  We need to be 
faithful and obedient to our God and His Word - 1 Kings 6:12-13


