
Salvation is of the Lord, Pt. 1
AN EXPOSITIONAL SURVEY OF THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE



The Historical Foundation of the Doctrines of Grace: The 
Synod of Dort



Primary Objectives of this Study:

u 1. As a result of studying the Doctrines of Grace, you would 
grow in the “grace and knowledge” of God our Savior (cf. 2 
Pet 3:18).

u 2. As a result of studying the Doctrines of Grace, you would be 
stimulated to ascribe greater glory to God our Savior.

u 3. As a result of studying the Doctrines of Grace, you would be 
humbled by salvation accomplished by God our Savior.



Overall Theme of the Study:

u The doctrines of grace are biblically taught and 
historically affirmed truths that serve the purpose 
of exalting the sovereign glory of our great God 
and humbling sinners, whose only boast is in the 
Lord.



The Five Pillars of the 
Doctrines of Grace

u I. Total Depravity
u II. Unconditional Election
u III. Limited Atonement
u IV. Irresistible Grace
u V. Perseverance of the Saints



I. Total Depravity

u A. Summary Definition of Total 
Depravity
u Total Depravity is the doctrine which 

asserts mankind is inherently corrupt and 
“this inherent corruption extends to every 
part of man’s nature, to all the faculties 
and powers of both soul and body, and 
that there is no spiritual good in the sinner, 
but only perversion.” Louis Berkhof, 
Systematic Theology, 245.

u As a result of the original sin and fall of 
mankind, “All became dead in sin and 
completely defiled in all the capabilities 
and parts of soul and body.” – The 1689 
London Baptist Confession of Faith, 6.2.



I. Total Depravity

u B. Biblical Evidence of Total Depravity

u Old Testament Evidence:
u The Law: Gen 6:5; Gen 8:21
u The Wisdom Literature: Job 15:14–16; Ps 14:1–3; Ps 51:5; Eccl 

7:20
u The Prophets: Isa 64:6; Jer 17:9

u New Testament Evidence:
u The Gospels/Acts: John 8:34



A.W. Pink on John 8:34

u “Being a sinner by nature, man is a sinner 
by practice, and cannot be anything 
else. A corrupt tree cannot bring forth 
good fruit. A poisoned fountain cannot 
send forth sweet waters. Because the 
sinner has no spiritual nature within him, 
because he is totally depraved and in 
complete bondage to sin, because he 
does nothing for God’s glory, every 
action is polluted, every deed 
unacceptable to the Holy One.”



I. Total Depravity

u B. Biblical Evidence of Total Depravity

u Old Testament Evidence:
u The Law: Gen 6:5; Gen 8:21
u The Wisdom Literature: Job 15:14–16; Ps 14:1–3; Ps 51:5; Eccl 

7:20
u The Prophets: Isa 64:6; Jer 17:9

u New Testament Evidence:
u The Gospels/Acts: John 8:34
u The Epistles: Rom 3:9–18; Rom 8:7–8; Eph 4:17–19



I. Total Depravity

u C. Common Objections of Total Depravity

u 1. The doctrine of Total Depravity is incompatible with 
moral obligation.

u 2. The “external goodness” of men contradicts the doctrine 
of Total Depravity.



I. Total Depravity

u D. Historical Affirmations of Total 
Depravity
u ”Man in the beginning was beguiled to 

transgress God’s command, and on that 
account was given over to death, and 
brought it about that the whole race, thus 
infected from Adam’s seed, became a 
sharer in and transmitter of his 
condemnation.” – Tertullian, 2nd Century, 
“Father of Latin Theology”



I. Total Depravity

u D. Historical Affirmations of Total 
Depravity
u “Through his sin Adam destroyed us and 

made us enemies of God who are liable 
to God’s wrath and judgement and 
worthy of eternal death.” – Martin Luther, 
16th Century, “Magisterial Reformer”



I. Total Depravity

u D. Historical Affirmations of Total 
Depravity
u “All the parts of the soul were possessed 

by sin, ever since Adam revolted from the 
fountain of righteousness. Adam not only 
brought disaster and ruin upon himself, but 
also plunged our nature into destruction.”
– John Calvin, 16th century, “Magisterial 
Reformer”



I. Total Depravity

u D. Historical Affirmations of Total 
Depravity
u “The fact is, that man is a reeking mass of 

corruption. His whole soul is by nature so 
debased and so depraved, that no 
description which can be given of him 
even by inspired tongues can fully tell how 
base and vile a thing he is.” – Charles H. 
Spurgeon, 19th century, “Prince of 
Preachers”



The Five Pillars of the 
Doctrines of Grace

u I. Total Depravity
u II. Unconditional Election
u III. Limited Atonement
u IV. Irresistible Grace
u V. Perseverance of the Saints



II. Unconditional Election
u A. Summary Definition of Unconditional Election

u Election is “that eternal act of God whereby He, in His sovereign 
good pleasure, and on account of no foreseen merit in them, 
chooses a certain number of men to be the recipients of special 
grace and eternal salvation.” – Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, 
104.

u “Those people who are predestined to life were chosen by God 
before the foundation of the world, according to His eternal and 
unchangeable purpose and the secret counsel and good pleasure 
of His will. He chosen them in Christ for eternal glory, purely as a result 
of His free grace and love, without anything else about them serving 
as a condition or cause moving Him to do so.” – The 1689 London 
Baptist Confession of Faith, 3.5.



II. Unconditional Election

u B. Biblical Evidence of Unconditional Election
u Old Testament Evidence:

u The Law: Gen 18:19; 25:23; Deut 4:37; 7:6–8; 14:2
u The Wisdom Literature: Ps 89:3; 135:4
u The Prophets: Isa 42:1; Isa 49:7; Amos 3:2

u New Testament Evidence:
u The Gospels/Acts: Matt 22:14; Mark 13:20; John 10; 15:16, 19; 

Acts 13:48
u The Epistles: 1 Cor 1:27–28; Eph 1:4–6; 1 Thess 5:9; 2 Thess 2:13; 

2 Tim 1:9; Rev 13:8



II. Unconditional Election

u C. Common Objections of Unconditional 
Election
u 1. The doctrine of unconditional election is synonymous 

with corporate election.
u 2. The doctrine of unconditional election is conditioned 

upon the foreseen faith and/or evangelical obedience of 
the sinner (Conditional Election).

u 3. The doctrine of Election would bring a charge of injustice 
against the character of God.



II. Unconditional 
Election

u C. Common Objections of Unconditional 
Election
u 3. The doctrine of Election would bring a charge 

of injustice against the character of God.
u “We can speak of injustice only when one party 

has a claim on another. If God owed the 
forgiveness of sin and eternal life to all men, it 
would be an injustice if He saved only a limited 
number of them. But the sinner has absolutely no 
right or claim on the blessings which flow from 
divine election.” – Louis Berkhof, Systematic 
Theology, 105.



II. Unconditional 
Election

u D. Historical Affirmations of 
Unconditional Election
u “Let us, then, understand the calling by 

which they become the chosen, not those 
who are chosen because they believed, 
but those who are chosen in order that 
they may believe. For, if they were chosen 
because they believed, they would, of 
course, have first chosen Him by believing 
in Him in order that they might merit to be 
chosen.” – Augustine of Hippo, 4-5th
century



II. Unconditional 
Election

u D. Historical Affirmations of 
Unconditional Election
u “Election is the pitching of everlasting love, 

or the good pleasure of God choosing 
and decreeing to eternal life. It id the 
great charter of heaven – God’s special 
and free-grace deed of gift to His chosen 
ones, made over to trust unto Jesus Christ 
for their use and benefit.” – Elisha Coles, 
17th century Puritan



II. Unconditional 
Election

u D. Historical Affirmations of 
Unconditional Election
u “The marvel of marvels is not that God, in His 

infinite love and justice, has not elected all of 
this guilty race to be saved, but that He has 
elected any. When we consider, on the one 
hand, what a heinous thing sin is, together with 
its desert of punishment, and on the other, 
what holiness is, together with God’s perfect 
hatred for sin, the marvel is that God could get 
the consent of His holy nature to save a single 
sinner.” – Loraine Boettner, 20th century



The Five Pillars of the 
Doctrines of Grace

u I. Total Depravity
u II. Unconditional Election
u III. Limited Atonement
u IV. Irresistible Grace
u V. Perseverance of the Saints


