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Why Is the Roman Catholic 
Church a Mission Field?

According to its teachings, Catholics worship and 
trust another Jesus and believe a false gospel 
which has them on the wide road to destruction 

(Mat. 7:15; 2 Cor. 11:4).  
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Why Was the Reformation Necessary?

• The RCC had departed from the faith to follow 
doctrines of demons (1 Tim. 4:1-3) 

• The RCC had distorted the Gospel and was under 
divine condemnation (Gal. 1:6-9) 

• The RCC was worshipping a false Christ (Heb. 9:28) 

• Catholic priests were false mediators who continue the 
work of redemption on an altar that Jesus finished on 
the cross (1 Tim. 2:5; Mat. 27:51, John 19:30)
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Rome’s Apostasy Is Complete 

In 1545 Rome deliberately and 
dogmatically departed from the Gospel at 

the Council of Trent.  
Her apostasy is documented by over 100 
infallible anathemas that condemn those 
who do not believe Rome’s corruption of 

the Gospel.
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Indoctrination is a captivating power that 
causes a strong resistance to God’s Word. 
Religious pride may be Satan’s most 
powerful tool to blind people (2 Cor. 4:4).
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Expect a Stubborn 
Resistance 



Obstacles to Overcome

• They are utterly dependent upon their priests 
• They believe heaven can be merited by what they do 
• They think “venial” sins will not send them to hell 
• They believe they belong to the one true church 
• There is family pressure to remain Catholic 
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Catholic Traditions Outside the Bible

Common Truth

The   
Bible

RC 
Traditions

Many of these traditions 
nullify and oppose the Gospel 

(Mark 7:13)

The Gospel is according 
to Scripture alone          

(1 Cor. 15:1-4)



RC Traditions 
that Distort 
the Gospel

• They deny salvation is by grace alone through faith alone 
in Christ alone according to Scripture alone.

• They reject eternal life - the promise of the Gospel.
• They continue the work of redemption on an altar that 

Jesus finished on the cross.
• They deny all sins are mortal.
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Satan’s First Lie is 
Perpetuated by Catholicism

– Satan told Eve "You surely 
shall not die” if you disobey 
God (Gen. 3:4).

– Catholics are told "You 
surely shall not die” when you 
commit venial sins. They “do 
not cause death, only temporal 
punishment” (CCC, para. 1863). 
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Seven Keys for 
Witnessing to Catholics

1. Establish the Supreme Authority of God’s Word 
2. Declare the Sufficiency of Jesus 
3. Get the Gospel Right 
4. Define the Substitutionary Atonement of Christ 
5. Teach Antithetically 
6. Pray 
7. Point Them to the Narrow Way 
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1. Establish God’s Word as the 
Supreme Authority

• “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21). 

• God has exalted His name and His word above all 
things (Ps. 138:2).
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Catholic Authority

Tradition

Magisterium

Scripture 
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God’s Supreme Authority

Tradition 
(Mark 7:7-8)

Teachings of Men 
(Acts 17:11)

Scripture 



Rely Upon Scripture      
(Heb. 4:12)

• It is sharper than a two-edged sword - can 
slay all the devil’s lies.

• It pierces – penetrates and cuts to the 
depths of the soul and never returns void.

• It judges - Before anyone can be saved, 
their sin must be judged by the Word.

• It is living and active - no other words can 
bring life to a dead soul.

• It has divine power and authority (Rom. 1:16)
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 "I know that after my departure savage                                  
wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and 

from among your own selves men will arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 

Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day 
for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish 

each one with tears” (Acts 20:29-31).

Should We Trust 
Early  

Church Fathers?



2. Declare the Sufficiency of Jesus

• He has become to every believer “wisdom 
from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification, and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30). 

• He died once for all sin for all time; there 
are no more offerings for sin (Heb. 10:10, 12, 18).  

• He accomplished every thing necessary to 
save sinners and then cried out in victory “It 
is finished” (John 19:30).
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• to His finished work they add the Mass 
• to His Word they add tradition
• to His Headship they add a pope
• to His high priestly office they add the confessional
• to His infinite merit they add their own
• to His purifying blood they add purgatory
• to His righteousness they add their own (filthy rags)
• to His unique role as sinless Mediator they add Mary

Catholicism Denies the 
Sufficiency of Jesus
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 The Catholic  Mary is 
Another Sinless Mediator

•  “Without a single sin to restrain her…she became 
the cause of salvation for herself and the whole 

human race.” (494)
•  As Mediatrix, she “did not lay aside this saving 
office but by her manifold intercession continues to 

bring us the gifts of eternal salvation.”(969)



• Catholics believe they receive their Jesus physically, 
frequently, in the stomach. “The body, blood...soul and 
divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ...is truly, really and 
substantially contained in the Eucharist” (CCC, 1374-78).  

• Christians receive Jesus once, spiritually, in the heart. 
“Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith” (Eph. 3:17). 

Some Will Preach 
Another Jesus
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Indulgences Remove Temporal 
Punishment for Sin

The RCC “commands that 
the usage of indulgences, 
most beneficial to Christians, 
should be kept in the 
Church; and it condemns 
with anathema those who 
say indulgences are  useless 
or the  church does not have 
the power to grant them.”                                                                                
Vatican Council II 
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3. Get the Gospel Right

• It is eternal – the same message for every generation 
(Rev. 14:6).

• It is exclusive – all other faiths and religions are false 
(John 14:6).

• It is according to Scripture alone - no other source       
(2 Tim. 3:15, 1 Cor. 15:1-4).

• It has divine power - to save those who believe it (Rom. 1:16). 

• It is of grace – those who add anything to it stand 
condemned (Gal. 1:6-9; Rom. 11:6).
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Catholics Have A False and Fatal Gospel
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! It is by “faith” plus:
!baptism (1256) 

! sacraments (1129) 
!  the Mass (1405)
!  purgatory (1030)                           
!  good works (2016) 
! law keeping (2068)
! indulgences (1498)   

”If any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to 
what you received, he is to be accursed!” (Gal. 1:9)



The Trilogy of Deception

Purgatory
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Venial Sins
Incur Temporal Punishment

Time of Punishment 
Is Reduced 

Sin Purged by 
Fire

Indulgences



John MacArthur’s 
Clarion Voice on 

Roman Catholicism

“In the long war on the truth the most 
formidable, relentless, and deceptive enemy 

has been Roman Catholicism. It is an 
apostate corrupt, heretical, false Christianity. 

It is a front for the kingdom of Satan.”
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Justification is the Heart 
of the Gospel

• It declares the inflexible righteousness of God as 
the Judge who must punish every sin that has ever 
been committed by everyone who has ever lived. 

• The only way condemned sinners can be justified 
is through faith in the sin-bearing, substitutionary 
death and resurrection of Christ alone who satisfied 
divine justice.
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• Justification is the change of one’s legal status before 
God whereby a condemned sinner has been 
acquitted and declared righteous (Rom. 5:12-21). 

• Rome says justification changes the inner man not his 
legal status (Catechism of the Catholic Church, para. 2019).

• Justification is instantaneous (Rom. 4:3) 

• Rome says justification is a process, the ongoing 
renewal of interior man (2019)
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Contrasting Views on Justification



• Rome says initial 
justification is by 
the sacrament of 
water baptism 
(1992). 

• The Bible says 
justification is by 
faith in what God 
accomplished in 
Christ (Rom. 5:1)
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• Justification is permanent and is 
never lost by sin. The legal 
status of a justified man is as 
unchangeable as the 
righteousness of Christ (Heb. 10:14). 

• Rome says justification is 
temporal, can be lost by sin and 
regained through the sacrament 
of penance and good works (1446, 
1861)
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• God justifies the ungodly (Rom. 4:5) 

• Rome teaches final justification is for those who 
become righteous thus rejecting Phil. 3:9 (2016, 2020)  

• Justification is the imputation of Christ’s completed 
righteousness to the justified (2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 4:5)  

• Rome says justification is the infusion of 
righteousness which renews the interior man (1989)
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• Justification is by grace apart from works. Christ’s 
righteousness is given as a gift  (Titus 3:7; Rom. 4:8, 5:17,11:6) 

• Rome says justification must include good works Re-
justification must be merited by making satisfaction for 
sins through penance, works of mercy, etc (1459, 1460, 

2010, 2027). “If anyone says that the sinner is justified by 
faith alone…let him be anathema.” (Trent, Canon 24)
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The Timing of Works

Created in Christ 
Jesus for good 
works prepared by 
God (Eph. 2:10)

Prior to Justification After Justification

Salvation

All our 
righteous acts 
are like filthy 
rags (Isa. 64:6)



• After justification all sins are no longer taken into 
account or punished (Rom. 4:5; 2 Cor. 5:19-21) 

• Rome says all sins committed after justification may 
be punished either in purgatory or in hell (1030, 1861) 

• God promises to glorify everyone He justifies 
because those justified can never be condemned 
(Rom. 8:1, 8:30) 

• Rome says God will condemn to hell everyone who 
was justified but who dies in mortal sin (1861)
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Grace and works are mutually 
exclusive in Justification 

You can DO 
nothing to save 

yourself. 
Any attempt to do so 

nullifies justifying 
grace and insults 
Jesus and His all-

sufficient work.

What Jesus has 
DONE to save 

sinners gives all the 
glory to God and His 

saving grace. All 
boasting is in Jesus 

Christ and His 
righteousness.



4. Define the 
Substitutionary 

Atonement of Christ
(2 Cor. 5:21)

“He was pierced for our transgressions, he was 
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 

brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds 
we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). 

”Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for 
the unrighteous” (1 Pet. 3:18)
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We must tell Catholics… 

they must read God’s Word 
they have broken God’s Law 
they are condemned by God’s justice 
they deserve God’s wrath 
they need God’s mercy 
their only hope - substitionary atonement of God’s Son



5. Teach Antithetically 

The apostles contrasted the impact of 
believing God’s truth instead of Satan Lies

36

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith,and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God, 

not by works, so that no one can boast” (Eph. 2:8-9)



• for the salvation of those blinded by religious 
deception (Rom. 10:1)

• for words to be given to fearlessly make known the 
Gospel (Eph. 6:19) 

• for God to open doors and hearts for us to proclaim 
Christ clearly (Col. 4:2-4)

• for wisdom and to make the most of every 
opportunity (Col. 4:5-6)

 6. Pray
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John MacArthur

"Catholicism is a false system. It is not 
the church of Christ, it is the church   
of anti-Christ. If you follow Catholic 
theology you'll go to hell. I am not 
saying that to be unkind but to be 
truthful. Being truthful is the only way 
to be kind. People need to come out of 
that system. It is a system that exalts                                                
Mary and it is a system                                              
of paganism mingled                                             
with pseudo Christianity."                                                        
(KCBI Radio, 10/27/03)
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“Enter through the narrow gate; for 
the gate is wide and the way is 
broad that leads to destruction, and 
there are many who enter through 
it. For the gate is small and the 
way is narrow that leads to life and 
there are few who find it. Beware of 
false prophets who come to you in 
sheep’s clothing but inwardly are 
ravenous wolves.” (Mat 7:13-15)

7. Point Them to the Narrow Way
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Attractions of the

• It seems right to man, but its end is the way to death. 
(Prov. 14:12) 

• There is no opposition because they are walking with the 
god of this world. (2 Cor. 4:4) 

• It is the easy way because they are following others who 
love darkness and are blind to the truth. 

• They are deceived and don’t know it because they have 
a high view of self and a low view of God and His justice. 
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Faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things 

not seen Heb. 11:1.
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Assurance can only be realized when 
the object of faith is Christ alone!
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Show People You 
Care by Asking 

Questions

• What is the most important decision you face in 
this life?

• What is the greatest gift you’ve ever received?
• Where will you spend eternity?
• What is your authority for knowing truth?



More 
Engaging 
Questions

• Why did Jesus have to die?
• What is the greatest news you’ve ever heard?
• Are you ready to meet your creator?
• If you could ask God one question, what would it be?
• Do you know the only way God will forgive your sins?
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Questions to Ask Catholics

– What are you trusting to get to heaven? 
– When and how were you born again? 
– Are you trusting what Christ has DONE or what you DO? 
– Is purgatory necessary to purge your sins? 
– Why do priests continue on an altar what Jesus finished 

on the cross? 
– What does your church teach about salvation? 
– What is the object of your faith?



We Must Sow the Imperishable 
Seed!

• People are born again, not of perishable seed but of 
imperishable, through the living and abiding word of 
God (1 Pet. 1:23). 

• As we scatter the seed of God's living Word, He 
promises to bring forth life when it falls on fertile soil    
(1 Cor. 3:7).
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A Powerful Gospel 
Tract and Outline 

Using
 Scripture Alone

God’s Perfection
Man’s Problem
God’s Provision

Man’s Part
God’s Promise
Man’s Privilege
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Exhort Catholics to Read God’s Word

• It is perfect, true, inerrant, infallible, and eternal.
• It saves, frees, guides, reproves, trains, corrects, converts, 

sanctifies and equips for every good work. 
• It brings conviction, gives wisdom, produces faith, refutes 

error, and is a sword that can slay the devil’s lies.
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Important 
Contrasts

• The Bible is what God says 
• Catholicism is what man says God says 
• Christianity is a relationship with God through His Son, the 

only mediator 
• Catholicism is a religion that offers a false hope of becoming 

right with God



This book does two things!

It equips you to be better equipped 
to effectively communicate the 

Gospel to Catholics.
It forces Catholics to make a 

deceison - “Should I trust Christ 
and His Word or the teachings and 

traditions of my religion.”
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