
Today’s Message:
"What is the Condition of Your Heart?”

Mark 4:1-34

“Parables of Christ” 



Review: Mark 3 -



“The Parables of Christ”
Mark 4:1-34  



“The Parables of Christ”  
Mark 4:1-34  

I. The Parable of the Soils vs. 3-8

A. Some seed fell beside the road -
> Birds ate it 

B.  Some seed fell on the rocky ground –
1. the seed sprouted 
2. but was quickly scorched 

C.  Some seed fell among the thorns –
> but the thorns choked out the seed

D.   The seed that fell on the good soil – vs.8   

1.  grew up and increased    
2.  yielded a crop 

> some 30-60 & 100 fold 

E. He who has ears to hear, let him hear – vs.9



“The Parables of Christ” 
Mark 4:1-34  

II. The Mystery of the Kingdom – vs. 10-13

Jeremiah 5:21 
“Now hear this, O foolish and senseless people, who have eyes but do not see;

who have ears but do not hear.”



“The Parables of Christ”  
Mark 4:1-34  

II. The Mystery of the Kingdom – vs. 10-13

Matt 13:13-17

“Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not 
see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 And in their case 
the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, “YOU SHALL KEEP ON LISTENING, BUT
SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND; AND YOU SHALL KEEP ON LOOKING, BUT SHALL NOT PERCEIVE; 15 FOR THE HEART
OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED

THEIR EYES, OTHERWISE THEY MIGHT SEE WITH THEIR EYES, HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, UNDERSTAND WITH

THEIR HEART, AND RETURN, AND I WOULD HEAL THEM.’ 16 But blessed are your eyes, because 
they see; and your ears, because they hear. 17 For truly I say to you that many prophets
and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what 

you hear, and did not hear it.”



“The Parables of Christ”  
Mark 4:1-34  

II. The Mystery of the Kingdom – vs. 10-13

III. The Explanation of the Parable – vs. 13-20

A. The seed = the Word of God 
B. The soil = the heart 

1. Seed that fell beside the road  
> Do I pray from my heart? 
>  Do my thoughts tend to wander when praying? 
>  Is reading the Word & church simply a check mark on a list of things to do?
>  Is Jesus regularly in my thoughts; do I think about Him often & pray daily? 



“The Parables of Christ”
Mark 4:1-34  

II. The Mystery of the Kingdom – vs. 10-13

III. The Explanation of the Parable – vs. 13-20

A. The seed = the Word of God 
B.  The soil = the heart 

1. Seed that fell on the road 
2. Seed that fell on the rocky ground 

>Do I make time for God in my busy schedule or do I give God time only if I have
any left?

> Does my faith stand up to challenges and criticisms, or does it crumble when it is 
tested by trials & tribulations? 

> Do I say that I love Jesus & I’m  “all-in” for Jesus, but it seems that I go for long
periods of time where He’s hardly even a thought in my daily life’s routine?



“The Parables of Christ”
Mark 4:1-34  

II. The Mystery of the Kingdom – vs. 10-13

III. The Explanation of the Parable – vs. 13-20

A. The seed = the Word of God 
B.  The soil = the heart 

1. Seed that fell on the road 
2. Seed that fell on the rocky ground 
3. Seed that fell among the thorns 

> Am I striving to grow closer to God or are am I satisfied with my 
current relationship with Him?

>  Am I striving to do God’s will or do I get drawn away by worldly
goals, like wealth, outward beauty, pleasure, or status? 

>  Is my trust in God growing or do I get consumed by worldly worries
of life?

1st Jn 1:8-10 “if we say we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in 
us. Vs 9 if we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him 
a liar and His Word is not in us.”



“The Parables of Christ”
Mark 4:1-34  

II. The Mystery of the Kingdom – vs. 10-13

III. The Explanation of the Parable – vs. 13-20

A. The seed = the Word of God 
B. The soil = the heart 

1. Seed that fell on the road 
2. Seed that fell on the rocky ground 
3. Seed that fell among the thorns 
4. Seed that fell on the good soil –

Jeremiah 29:13 “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all
your heart.”

Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who lives, but 
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.”   



“The Parables of Christ”
Mark 4:1-34  

II. The Mystery of the Kingdom – vs. 10-13

III. The Explanation of the Parable – vs. 13-20

A. The seed = the Word of God 
B. The soil = the heart 

1. Seed that fell on the road 
2. Seed that fell on the rocky ground 
3. Seed that fell among the thorns 
4. Seed that fell on the good soil –

>  Is God’s will the highest priority in my life? I want to obey Him & please Him.
>  Jesus is a regular part of my day, in my thoughts, prayers, actions.
>  I want to learn more, do more, and be more like Jesus. 

Mark 1:15 “ The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the
gospel.”



“The Parables of Christ”
Mark 4:1-34  

IV. The Lamp – vs. 21-25

Ezekiel 11:19 -20 “and I shall give them one heart, and put a new spirit within them. And I 
shall take the heart of stone out of their flesh and give them a heart, that they may walk in 
My statutes and keep My ordinances and do them. Then they will be My people, and I shall 
be their God.”   

2nd Cor. 5:17 “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old
things passed away; behold new things have come.”

Romans 10:17 “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.”

John 1:4 “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.” 

John 8:12 “Then Jesus again spoke to them saying, “I am the light of the world; he who
follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of Life.” 



“The Parables of Christ”
Mark 4:1-34  

Martin Luther's explanation of the Third Article of the Apostles' Creed: 
"I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, 

my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has called me by the Gospel, 
enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith; even as 
He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the Church on earth, and keeps it 
with Jesus Christ in the one true faith: in which He daily and richly forgives all 
sins to me and all believers, and will at the last day raise up me and all the dead, 
and give unto me and all believers in Christ eternal life.“ 



“The Parables of Christ”
Mark 4:1-34  

IV. The Lamp – vs. 21-25

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 
you shall  be my witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and even to the remotest parts of the earth.”  

1st Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the 
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful 
light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of 
God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy.” 

Acts 4:20  “…for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and
heard.” 



“The Parables of Christ”  
Mark 4:1-34  

V. The Growth is Gradual  - vs. 26-29



“The Parables of Christ”
Mark 4:1-34  

VI. The Mustard Seed – vs. 30-34 



“The Parables of Christ”
Mark 4:1-34  

APPLICATION 
2nd Cor. 13:5 “Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! 

Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—
unless indeed you fail the test?”

The real question to ask yourself, 
Do I really desire to know God more? 

If you really do -
1.  It means making – right  choices -2nd Tim 3:14, Josh 24:15  

2. It takes commitment – Rom 12:1-2

3.  It needs water – Ps. 86:11 by 

a. Listening
b. Studying and Learning

4.  It needs sunshine /joy - Gal 5:22

5.  It needs weeded – Prov. 2

6.   It needs nourishment – Jer. 15:16 



NURTURE YOUR FAITH 
THE BLESSINGS WILL BE GREAT 

JUST AS 
JESUS PROMISED 

1. Living for Jesus, a life that is true, Striving to please Him in all 
that I do; Yielding allegiance, glad-hearted and free, This is the 
pathway of blessing for me.

Refrain:
O Jesus, Lord and Savior, I give myself to Thee,
For Thou, in Thy atonement, didst give Thyself for me;
I own no other Master, my heart shall be Thy throne;
My life I give, henceforth to live, O Christ, for Thee alone.

2. Living for Jesus Who died in my place,
Bearing on Calv’ry my sin and disgrace; Such love constrains me 
to answer His call, follow His leading and give Him my all.

Refrain: 
by  Thomas Chisholm, & C Harold Lowden


