
Common Flawed Ideas 
about Love
1. “The most important expression of love is loving myself.”
2. “Loving others is important, but I can't love others until I love 

myself.”
3. “I love groups of people that I don't know, such as the poor, the 

disadvantaged, the oppressed, etc.”
4. “I don't have to love those who make my life difficult."
5. “Real love is always reciprocal.” 
6. “Love is primarily a positive feeling, atmosphere, or experience.”
7. “I can love someone without acting on that love.”



Love As a Sign of Life (Pt. 3)
1 John 3:11-24

I. Required by the Lord’s Command (11)

II. Absent from an Unbeliever’s Heart (12-13)

III. Crucial for a Believer’s Self-Examination (14-18)



Love As a Sign of Life (Pt. 3)
1 John 3:11-24

III. Crucial for a Believer’s Self-Examination (14-18)
A. The Evidence of Love (14-15)

B. The Example of Love (16)
1. Jesus’ love provides the definition and pattern of biblical love 

(16a).
• The essence of biblical love is sacrificing yourself for the 

benefit of others, not out of self-interest but a genuine, 
selfless concern for them and their good.

2. Jesus’ love provides the moral obligation for our love (16b).



Love As a Sign of Life (Pt. 3)
1 John 3:11-24

III. Crucial for a Believer’s Self-Examination (14-18)
A. The Evidence of Love (14-15)
B. The Example of Love (16)
C. The Expression of Love (17-18)

1. An Illustration of Practical Love (17)
• If you are in a position to help (17a)…
• If you see your brother’s need (17b)…
• If you close your heart against him (17c)…
• Then, you don’t have the love of God in you (17d). 

2. The Command for Practical Love (18)



Application…

1. Use this passage as a test of whether you have eternal life.
2. If we pass this test of love for our brothers and sisters, we 

should desire to excel even more. 
• Reach out intentionally to those around you, especially those 

you don't know.
• Give regularly to our benevolence fund.
• Engage personally in the practical care of other Christians.


