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Ambassadors Sunday School 
1 Thessalonians 4:9-12 

12/11/2022 
 

Overall Theme: God is redeeming a people; by His Son, for His Son, to His 
own glory. 

Passage Theme: The model walk of the believer. Christians should have a right 
relationship with one another (4:9–10) and with unbelievers in the community 
(4:11–12). See 2:12; Eph 4:1 

Key Verse: “But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more, and to make it your 
ambition…” (4:10b-11a) 

 

FROM CHAPTER 4 TO THE END OF THE LETTER 

The apostle’s purpose was to exhort the church to strive for spiritual excellence, of “ 
abounding in the work of the Lord ” (1 Cor. 15:58). 

Paul’s directives came from the authority of the Lord Jesus, and obedience to 
them was mandatory (4:2) (cf. Matt. 7:21; John 15:14–17; 1 John 2:3–5).  

 

(9-10) LOVE EACH OTHER MORE  

Here, brotherly love speaks of a Christian’s relationship with another believer 
established by the blood of Jesus Christ (cf. Rom 12:10; Heb 13:1; 1 Pet 1:22). 

Taught by God evidences a personal relationship with the teacher. (John 6:45). 

Jesus taught that love for one another provided the signature sign of one’s 
Christianity (John 13:34–35). 

Paul urged the Thessalonians to love others more, not less. 

 

(11-12) The subject shifts from godly behavior among believers to one’s lifestyle 
before the unredeemed community. 

Ambition means to be zealous and strive eagerly, even to consider it an honor. 
The objects are three qualities in their daily lives. 
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LEAD A QUIET LIFE 

In anticipation of the Lord’s return, believers are to lead peaceful lives, free of 
conflict and hostility toward others, which is a witness to the transforming 
power of the gospel. 

It is a life that does its best to avoid unnecessary contention and to be at peace 
with all men in so far as it is humanly possible (cf. Rom 12:18; 14:19; Heb 
12:14). 

MIND YOUR OWN BUSINESS 

The apostle may have used the expression as a general exhortation for the 
Thessalonians to concentrate on their own lives, take care of their own jobs, 
and not meddle in the affairs of others. (see 2 Thessalonians 3:11–12) 

WORK WITH YOUR HANDS 

The emphasis is to work in contrast with loafing or the sluggard’s lifestyle (Prov 
21:25 and many others). 

SO THAT…the reasons 

The first reason was evangelistic. They were to have a good testimony for the 
gospel’s sake among the unbelievers in their community 

The second reason was evangelistic. The best testimony to the power of God 
would be evidenced most convincingly by one with an industrious walk and 
an independent life. (cf. 1 Tim 5:8) 

 

CONCLUSION: The Gospel teaches men not only what they should believe, 
but also how they should live.  

 


