
The Necessity of 
Personal Holiness
1 CORINTHIANS 6



The Necessity of Personal Holiness

u THEME:  Every believer is called to glorify God by 
living in a manner that honors Christ



The Necessity of Personal Holiness

Lawsuits within the Church (1-11)
u The issue exposed: making an ungodly choice (1)
uBelievers are uniquely qualified to settle disputes 

between church members (2-4)
uBelievers will judge the world (2)
uBelievers will judge angels (3)
uUnbelievers are not qualified to handle internal church 

disputes (4)



The Necessity of Personal Holiness

Lawsuits within the Church (1-11)
u The issue exposed: making an irrational choice (1)
uBelievers are uniquely qualified to settle disputes 

between church members (2-4)
u The Corinthian’s worldly behavior (5-8)

uTheir conduct presents a terrible witness (5-6)
uThe pursuit of these cases is a defeat from the start (7)
uThe disputes were driven by sinful motives (8)



The Necessity of Personal Holiness

Lawsuits within the Church (1-11)
u The issue exposed: making an irrational choice (1)
uBelievers are uniquely qualified to settle disputes 

between church members (2-4)
u The Corinthian’s worldly behavior (5-8)
u The evidence of genuine saving faith (9-11)

uThe marks of unbelief (9-10)
uThe reality of new life in Christ (11)



The Necessity of Personal Holiness

Sexual Immorality in the Church (12-20)
uA misused truth (12)

u“All things are lawful for me” (12a)
uNot all things are profitable (12b)
uSin is enslaving (12c)



The Necessity of Personal Holiness

Sexual Immorality in the Church (12-20)
uA misused truth (12)
uA false analogy (13)
u The truth of the resurrection stands as proof of Paul’s 

analogy (14)
u The implications of sexual sin (15-17)

uThe realties of illicit sexual relationships (15-16)
uThe reality for the believer (17)
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The Necessity of Personal Holiness

Sexual Immorality in the Church (12-20)
uAvoid the trap of sexual sin! (18-20)

uEscape quickly, because of the nature of sexual sin (18)
uThree realities for every believer (19-20)

uYour body is God’s temple (19a)
uYou are owned by another, bought with an unimaginable 

price (19b-20a)
uThe ultimate purpose of the believer’s body: glorify God (20b)



The Necessity of Personal Holiness

Implications & Applications
1. When the church looks like the world, it is a terrible witness
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the 
will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and 
perfect.”           Romans 12:2



The Necessity of Personal Holiness

Implications & Applications
1. When the church looks like the world, it is a terrible witness
2. Every believer is called to pursue personal holiness
”Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not 
appeared as yet what we will be.  We know that when He 
appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as 
He is.  And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies 
himself, just as He is pure.”      1 John 3:2-3



The Necessity of Personal Holiness

Implications & Applications
1. When the church looks like the world, it is a terrible witness
2. Every believer is called to pursue personal holiness
3. The pursuit of personal holiness involves rejecting worldly 

behavior and thinking and replacing it with God’s truth
“That in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside 
the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the 
lust of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your 
mind, and put on the new self, which in likeness of God has 
been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.”  
              Ephesians 4:22-24


