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Godly Correction for an Immature Church

u THEME:  Godly correction is essential for a 
wayward church to grow in Christian maturity, 
through God-ordained leaders exhorting its 
members to turn from worldly thinking and to live 
by biblical truth.



Godly Correction for an Immature Church

Understanding Corinth
u The City’s Strategic Location



The Location of Corinth in Modern Greece 



Ancient Corinth



Godly Correction for an Immature Church

Understanding Corinth
u The City’s Strategic Location
u The City’s Commercial Strength
u The City’s Political Significance



Remains of the Temple of Apollo



The Romans rebuilt Corinth and designated it 
the capital city of the province of Achaia



Corinth: the capital city of Achaia



Godly Correction for an Immature Church

Understanding Corinth
u The City’s Strategic Location
u The City’s Commercial Strength
u The City’s Political Significance
u The City’s Cultural Characteristics



The rock acropolis, site of the temple of 
Aphrodite, overlooking the city’s center



Godly Correction for an Immature Church

Understanding Corinth
u The City’s Strategic Location
u The City’s Commercial Strength
u The City’s Political Significance
u The City’s Cultural Characteristics

The city of Corinth was wealthy, materialistic, 
pagan and grossly immoral!
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The Church at Corinth
u Its founding (Acts 18)



The Agora - Corinth’s Marketplace
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The Church at Corinth
u Its founding (Acts 18)
u The church’s advantages

uStrong leadership and teaching
uAn abundance of spiritual gifts
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The Church at Corinth
u Its founding (Acts 18)
u The church’s advantages
u The church’s problems

I.  Divisions in the church (Chapters 1-4)
II.  Disobedience in the church (Chapters 5-6)
III.  Difficulties in the church (Chapters 7-16) 
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Paul’s Letter
uHis purpose
uWhen written and from where
u The sequence of Paul’s letters to Corinth
u The structure of the letter
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An Outline of Paul’s Letter
1. Greeting & Introduction: God’s calling and equipping (1:1-9)
2. Divisions in the Church (1:10-4:21)

a) The reality of the divisions (1:10-17)

b) The causes of the divisions (1:18-4:13)

c) The exhortation to end the divisions (4:14-21)

3. Disobedience in the Church (5:1-6:20)
a) Failure to apply church discipline (5:1-13)

b) Bringing lawsuits before pagan judges (6:1-11)

c) Sexual immorality (6:12-20)
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4. Difficulties in the church (7:1-15:58)
a) Marriage and singleness (7:1-40)
b) Exercising Christian Liberty (8:1-11:1)

I. The principles involved (8:1-8:13)
II. The principles illustrated (9:1-27)

III. A warning from the history of Israel (10:1-22)
IV. The principles applied (10:23-11:1)

c) Instruction on Christian Worship (11:2-14:40)
a) The roles of men and women in the church (11:2-16)
b) The Lord’s Supper (11:17-34)
c) Spiritual gifts (12:1-14:40)

d) The Certainty of the Resurrection (15:1-58)

5. Final Words: Giving for the Saints and Personal Notes (16:1-21)



Godly Correction for an Immature Church

IMPLICATIONS & APPLICATION
u When church members fail to grow in personal holiness, it poses 

great danger to the church
u The goal of every church must be spiritual maturity – growth in the 

Christlikeness of its members
u Sound biblical teaching is essential, but not sufficient for spiritual 

growth
u The writings of the apostles contained in Scripture provide the 

church with everything needed to address church problems


