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1. ‘Law’ (tôrâ) – To teach/direct (Revelation and Law) 

2. ‘Testimonies’ (ʿēdôt) – Witness. 

3. ‘Precepts’ (piqqūdîm) - To look closely into a situation and take action / details

4. ‘Statutes’ (ḥuqqîm) - These speak of the binding force and permanence of Scripture, as of 
laws ‘engraved’ or inscribed. 

5. ‘Commandments’ (miṣwôt) - This word emphasizes the straight authority / Right to give 
orders

6. ‘Ordinances’ (mišpāṭîm) – Also translated as ‘judgments’: the decisions of the all-wise 
Judge 

7. ‘Word’ (dābār) - This is the most general term of all, embracing God’s truth in any form, 
stated, promised or commanded.

8. ‘Promise’ or ‘word’ (ʾimrâ) - This is very similar to the previous term, and is derived from the 
verb ‘to say’.

Derek Kidner, Psalms 73–150: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 16, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1975), 453–454.

https://ref.ly/logosres/totc19psbus?ref=Bible.Ps119


The Blessedness of Obeying God’s Word

I. The Joy of Obeying God’s Word (1-3)

II. The Duty of Obeying God’s Word (4-6)

III. The Outcome of Obeying God’s Word (7-8) 



I. The Joy of Obeying God’s Word 

A.Devoted to His Word (1) 

B.Devoted to Him (2) 

C.Devoted to His Ways (3) 



II. The Duty of Obeying God’s Word 

A.Recognizing God’s Authority (4)

B.Repenting of Known and Unknown Transgressions (5) 

C.Remembering the Consequences (6) 



“Because of our union with Christ, we now seek to walk in God’s ways. We 
need to be careful in unpacking what this means because there is a twofold 
obedience in Scripture: legal obedience—perfectly obeying God’s will; and 
gospel obedience—sincerely seeking to obey God’s will. 
We must grasp three things: (1) Christ alone has obeyed in the first sense. He 
obeyed God fully, perfectly, and completely. (2) God considers us to have 
obeyed in the first sense because we are one with Christ through faith. (3) 
We now obey in the second sense; that is, we sincerely seek to obey God 
and are quick to repent of our sin when we fail.”

J. Stephen Yuille, The Path of Life: Blessedness in Seasons of Lament (Grand Rapids, MI: Reformation Heritage Books, 2019), 22–23.

https://ref.ly/logosres/pthlfblssnslmnt?ref=Bible.Ps119.1-8&off=9132&ctx=ess%E2%80%9D+(1+Cor.+1%3a30).%0a~Because+of+our+union


III. The Outcome of Obeying God’s Word 

A.Obedience to God’s Word results in Praise (7) 

B.Obedience to God’s Word results in Prayer (8) 



The first is, “Yeah, right!” This is the attitude of the skeptic who doesn’t find 
anything particularly compelling about God’s Word in general or Psalm 119 in 
particular. 
The second reaction is, “Ho, hum!” This is the attitude of the individual who might 
possess a high view of Scripture but finds Psalm 119 tedious or irrelevant.
The third reaction is, “Yes! Yes! Yes!” This is what believers express when the 
content of Psalm 119 resonates in their hearts. They think to themselves, “I love this 
psalm because it gives voice to the song in my soul.”

Kevin DeYoung, Taking God at His Word: Why the Bible Is Knowable, Necessary, and Enough, and What That Means for 
You and Me (Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway, 2014), 15.


