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Ambassadors Sunday School 
1 Thessalonians 5:12-15 

 

 

CHURCH HARMONY (5:12–15) 

Church Leaders (5:12–13A) 

Request - Urge/gracious but mandatory (4:1) 

Appreciate – recognize, respect (lit. to know) 

Those Who: 

Labor – (great effort and exertion) (2:9) 

Among you – involved leadership (1:5; Acts 20:18) 

Over you – (lit. stand before) leading, directing (1Tim 3:4) 

Instruct you – (lit. set in mind) admonish (Acts 20:31; 
1Thess 2:13) 

Esteem them – reasoned obedience based on Scripture 

Very highly - Extent (abundant to point of excessive) 

In love - Quality (1Corrinthians 13, see page 3) 

The Flock (5:13B) 

Peace – (lit. to be (act) peaceful) (Rmns. 12:18; Ps. 133) 

One another - Among yourselves (Rmns. 14:19) 
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Difficult People (5:14) 

Urge – (lit. to come alongside) provide help 

Unruly (lit. out of step) - warn/admonish (Lit. to but in mind) (Col. 
3:16) 

Fainthearted (lit. small souled) - comfort/encourage (Lit speak 
alongside) teach with Biblical certainty 

Weak (susceptible to sin) - uphold/help (to hold firmly, support) 
(cf. Titus 1:9) 

All/everyone - be patient/longsuffering – (Gal 5:22) 

Evil People (5:15) 

Do not repay evil (lit. give back) – natural response (Gal 5:19f) 

Seek after good (lit. pursue) - spiritual response (Phil 4:8) 

 

Next Week - THE CHRISTIAN LIFE (5:16–22) 
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True Love (5:13)1 

These qualities characterize authentic, biblical love according to the Apostle 
Paul as outlined in 1 Corinthians 13:4–7. He then promises, ‘Love never fails’ 
(13:8). 

1. ‘Love suffers long.’ Therefore, I will bear with a person’s worst behavior, 
without retaliation, regardless of the circumstances. 

2. ‘Love is kind.’ Therefore, I will diligently seek ways to be actively useful in 
another person’s life. 

3. ‘Love does not envy.’ Therefore, I will delight in the esteem and honor given 
to someone else. 

4. ‘Love does not parade itself.’ Therefore, I will not draw attention to myself 
exclusive of others. 

5. ‘Love is not puffed up.’ Therefore, I know I am no more important man 
others. 

6. ‘Love does not behave rudely.’ Therefore, I will not engage any person in 
ungodly activity. 

7. ‘Love does not seek its own.’ Therefore, I will be others oriented. 

8. ‘Love is not provoked.’ Therefore, I will not resort to anger as a solution to 
difficulties between myself and others. 

9. ‘Love thinks no evil.’ Therefore, I will never keep an account due on others. 

10. ‘Love does not rejoice in iniquity.’ Therefore, I will never delight in another’s 
unrighteous behavior, nor will I join its expression. 

11. ‘Love rejoices in the truth.’ Therefore, I will find great joy when truth 
prevails in another’s life. 

12. ‘Love bears all things.’ Therefore, I will be publicly silent about another’s 
faults. 

13. ‘Love believes all things.’ Therefore, I will express unshakeable confidence 
and trust in others. 

14. ‘Love hopes all things.’ Therefore, I will confidently expect future victory in 
another’s life, regardless of the present imperfections. 

15. ‘Love endures all things.’ Therefore, I will outlast every assault of Satan to 
break up relationships. 

 
1 Mayhue, Richard. 1 & 2 Thessalonians: Triumphs and Trials of a Consecrated Church. Focus 
on the Bible Commentary. Fearn: Christian Focus Publications, 1999 


