
Jesus Answers the Pharisees,
Sadducees and Scribes

Mark 12:13-44
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Christ’s Response to His Enemies



Theme

Jesus stunningly answered all challenges from the religious leaders.
He gave witness to the truth and Himself, while also confronting and 
warning against their ungodly motives, false teachings, and actions.



Question of the Pharisees and Herodians
Regarding Paying Taxes (vv13-17)

◼ Some Pharisees and Herodians approach to trap Jesus (v13)

Matthew 22:15–16a 15Then the Pharisees went and plotted 
together how they might trap Him in what He said. 16And they 
sent their disciples to Him, along with the Herodians



Question of the Pharisees and Herodians
Regarding Paying Taxes (vv13-17)

◼ Some Pharisees and Herodians approach to trap Jesus (v13)

◼ With flattery, they ask Jesus about paying taxes to Caesar (vv14-15a)

◼ Jesus challenges them on their hypocrisy (v15b)

Matthew 22:18 18But Jesus perceived their malice, and said, 
“Why are you testing Me, you hypocrites? 



Question of the Pharisees and Herodians
Regarding Paying Taxes (vv13-17)

◼ Some Pharisees and Herodians approach to trap Jesus (v13)

◼ With flattery, they ask Jesus about paying taxes to Caesar (vv14-15a)

◼ Jesus challenges them on their hypocrisy (v15b)

◼ Jesus gives an amazing answer to their question (vv15c-17)

• Give to human government what is rightfully due them

• Give to God what is rightfully due Him



Question of the Pharisees and Herodians
Regarding Paying Taxes (vv13-17)

◼ Lessons

• Jesus perfectly sees through all hypocrisy

• Honor and obey your government leaders and laws, and pay your 
taxes

• Honor, worship, serve, and obey God



Question of the Sadducees
Regarding Marriage and Resurrection (vv18-27)

◼ Some Sadducees ask Jesus about marriage in the resurrection (vv18-23)

◼ Jesus responds

• With the reasons they are mistaken about the resurrection (v24)

• There will be a resurrection but no marriage afterward (v25)

• The resurrection is proven in the writings of Moses, where God stated 
that He is presently the God of the living patriarchs who had already 
died (vv26-27)



Question of the Sadducees
Regarding Marriage and Resurrection (vv18-27)

◼ Lessons

• On the authority of Christ, we will all most certainly be resurrected

• Believe the Scriptures – all of them

• Don’t be one to whom Christ will one day say, “You are greatly 
mistaken”



Question of a Scribe
Regarding the Greatest Commandment (vv28-34)

◼ A scribe asks Jesus which commandment is the greatest (v28)

◼ Jesus responds

• The greatest commandment is to love God with all of your being 
(vv29-30)

• The second greatest commandment is to love others as yourself (v31)

◼ The Scribe genuinely affirms Jesus’ response (vv32-33)

◼ Jesus tells the man that he is not far from the kingdom of God (v34)



Question of a Scribe
Regarding the Greatest Commandment (vv28-34)

◼ Lessons

• The greatest commandment given to you is to love God with all of
your being – how are you doing?



Question of a Scribe
Regarding the Greatest Commandment (vv28-34)

◼ Lessons

• The greatest commandment given to you is to love God with all of 
your being – how are you doing?

• The next greatest is to love other people similar to how you love 
yourself – how are you doing?



Question of Jesus
Regarding the Christ as the Son of David (vv35-47)

◼ Jesus asks the large crowd about David’s prophecy concerning the Christ 
(vv35-37a)

• How can the Christ be both David’s Lord as well as a son of David?

Psalm 110:1 The LORD (Yahweh, God’s covenant name) says to 
my Lord (different Hebrew word used in the sense of Lord God, 
reflecting His authority): “Sit at My right hand Until I make 
Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.” 



Question of Jesus
Regarding the Christ as the Son of David (vv35-47)

◼ Jesus asks the large crowd about David’s prophecy concerning the Christ 
(vv35-37a)

• How can the Christ be both David’s Lord as well as a son of David?

◼ The people enjoy listening to Jesus (v37b)



Question of Jesus
Regarding the Christ as the Son of David (vv35-47)

◼ Lessons

• Jesus affirmed the method of divine inspiration in the writing of 
Scripture

• Jesus affirmed both His humanity as son of David and His deity as Son 
of God

• A person must believe in the deity of Christ, or else they do not know 
Him



Warning by Jesus Regarding 
the Scribes and Their Hypocrisy (vv38-40)

◼ Jesus issues a warning to beware of the scribes

◼ Jesus describes them as those who:

• Are consumed with being honored by others (vv38b-39)

• Devour the possessions of the most vulnerable (v40a)

• Pretend to be spiritual with their long prayers (v40b)

◼ Jesus declares that they will receive a greater judgment of guilt (v40c)



Warning by Jesus Regarding 
the Scribes and Their Hypocrisy (vv38-40)

◼ Lessons

• Ensure you are not like the self-exalting, honor-seeking, heartless 
scribes

• Be on guard against the influence of such people



Observation of Jesus
Regarding a Widow Who Gave Everything (vv41-44)

◼ Jesus observes people putting money into the temple treasury (vv41-42)

• The rich put in large amounts (v41)

• A poor widow put in two copper coins (v42)

◼ Jesus comments that the widow put in more than the others – it was all 
she had to live on (vv43-44)



Observation of Jesus
Regarding a Widow Who Gave Everything (vv41-44)

◼ Lesson

• This widow presented an illustration of true sacrificial giving, which 
others should follow?

◼Traditional view - possible, but problematic



Widow’s Gift (12:41-44 )

Olivet Discourse:  Destruction, Judgment, 
Christ’s Return (13:1-37)

Widow’s Gift (21:1-4)

Olivet Discourse:  Destruction, Judgment, 
Christ’s Return (21:5-36)

Warning Against the Scribes (12:38-40) Warning Against the Scribes (20:45-47)

LukeMark
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Warning Against the Scribes (20:45-47)
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Warning Against the Scribes (20:45-47)

7 Woes Against the Scribes and Pharisees 
(23:1-36)

Widow’s Gift (21:1-4)



Observation of Jesus
Regarding a Widow Who Gave Everything (vv41-44)

◼ Lesson

• This widow presented an illustration of true sacrificial giving, which 
others should follow?

◼Traditional view - possible, but problematic

12:44 all she had to live on – This meant she 
would not be able to eat until she earned 
more. The widow exemplified true sacrificial 
giving.

Note in MacArthur Study Bible, 1997

12:44 all she had to live on – That meant 
she would not be able to eat until she 
earned more.  The religious system at the 
temple was thoroughly corrupt.  It was 
literally devouring widows’ houses (cf. v40).

Note in MacArthur Study Bible, 2017



Observation of Jesus
Regarding a Widow Who Gave Everything (vv41-44)

◼ Lesson

• This widow presented an illustration of true sacrificial giving, which 
others should follow?

◼Traditional view - possible, but problematic

• This serves as an illustration of the corrupt religious system that took 
advantage of the most vulnerable rather than taking care of them

◼New view - more likely
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