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III.A Prophecy of Suffering (11-16)

1. Abram’s descendants will be in a foreign land (Gen. 37 & 46; Ex.) 

2. Abram’s descendants will be enslaved and oppressed for 400 years (Ex. 12:51)

3. God will judge this foreign land (Ex. 7-12) 

4. Abram’s descendants will come out with many possessions (Ex. 12:33-36)

5. Abram will die in a good old age (Gen. 25:8) 

6. God is abundantly merciful and patient (Num. 14:18; Ps. 86:5,15; Ps. 103:8)



I asked the Lord that I might grow In faith, and love, and every grace; Might more of His 
salvation know, And seek, more earnestly, His face.

‘Twas He who taught me thus to pray, And He, I trust, has answered prayer! But it has 
been in such a way, As almost drove me to despair.

I hoped that in some favored hour, At once He’d answer my request; And by His love’s 
constraining pow’r, Subdue my sins, and give me rest.

Instead of this, He made me feel The hidden evils of my heart; And let the angry pow’rs of 
hell Assault my soul in every part.

Yea more, with His own hand He seemed Intent to aggravate my woe; Crossed all the fair 
designs I schemed, Blasted my gourds, and laid me low.

Lord, why is this, I trembling cried, Wilt thou pursue thy worm to death? “‘Tis in this way, 
the Lord replied, I answer prayer for grace and faith.

These inward trials I employ, From self, and pride, to set thee free; And break thy schemes 
of earthly joy, That thou may’st find thy all in Me.” 

(John Newton – These Inward Trials) 
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V. The Promise again Stated (18-21)



Lessons

I. God wants believers to feel assured about His promises

II. This assurance rests on God’s sure promise not on our performance 

III.This assurance is confirmed by God’s sure word



Small Group Discussions

1. How do you deal with doubt?

2. How would you describe God’s character in this passage?

3. How can you better demonstrate your confidence in the promises of God?
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