
An Outline of 1 John
Prologue (1:1-4)

I. The Tests of Eternal Life:  Cycle 1 (1:5—2:27)
A. Obedience to Jesus Christ & His Word (1:5—2:6)
B. Love for God & His People (2:7-17)
C. Faith in Jesus Christ & His Gospel (2:18-27)

II. The Tests of Eternal Life:  Cycle 2 (2:28—4:6)
A. Obedience to Jesus Christ & His Word (2:28—3:10)
B. Love for God & His People (3:11-24)
C. Faith in Jesus Christ & His Gospel (4:1-6)

III. The Tests of Eternal Life:  Cycle 3 (4:7—5:21)
A. Love for God & His People (4:7-21)
B. Faith in Jesus Christ & His Gospel (5:1-15)
C. Obedience to Christ & His Word (5:16-21)



This Is Love (Pt. 1)
1 John 4:7-21

I. God’s Unchanging Nature of Love (7b-8)
A. Explained (7b, 8b)

1. God is the only source of this love (7b).
2. God is love in His essence (8b).

a. A Theological Definition 
• Biblical Doctrine: “His determination to give himself to himself and to 

others and … his affection for himself and his people.”
b. Its Unique Character 

• Sovereign (Dt. 7:7-8; Rom. 9:13, 15)
• Infinite (Ex. 34:6; Jn. 3:16; Eph. 2:4)
• Eternal (Ps. 103:17; Rom. 8:38-39)
• Unselfish (1 Cor. 13:4-7)



This Is Love (Pt. 1)
1 John 4:7-21

I. God’s Unchanging Nature of Love (7b-8)
A. Explained (7b, 8b)

1. God is the only source of this love (7b).
2. God is love in His essence (8b).

B. Applied (7-8)
1. Positively (7)
2. Negatively (8)


