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The Nature of Pastoral Leadership
1 Corinthians 4:1-5

I. Remember Your Real Position (1)
A. Servants of Christ (1b)
B. Stewards of God’s Mysteries (1c)

II. Remember the Real Standard (2)
  “Trustworthy”

A. In our relationship with our 
master:  loyal

B. In our duties:  dependable



The Nature of Pastoral Leadership
1 Corinthians 4:1-5

I. Remember Your Real Position (1)
II. Remember the Real Standard (2)
III. Remember the Real Verdict (3-5)

A. Premature Verdicts that Don’t Matter 
(3-4a)
1. The Verdict of the Church (3a)
2. The Verdict of the World (3b)
3. Your Own Verdict (3c-4a).

B. The Only Verdict that Really 
Matters (4b-5)



The Right Motives for Ministry

• 1:10-17 – a desire to encourage 
loyalty to Christ, rather than 
loyalty to us.

• 1:18-31 – a desire to elevate the 
glory of God in the gospel, rather 
than our own glory.



The Right Motives for Ministry

• 2:1-16 – a desire to promote the 
wisdom of God in the Word of 
God, rather than our own 
cleverness.

• 3:1-9 – a desire to magnify the 
work of God, rather than our own 
accomplishments.
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