
“Rapture”

• Comes from the Latin raptura
• Used to translate the Greek word, harpazo in 1 Th. 4:17

• Translated in the NAS as “caught up”
• 14x in the NT:  Mt. 11:12; 12:29; 13:19; Jn. 6:15; 10:12, 28, 29; Acts 

8:39; 23:10; 2 Cor. 12:2, 4; Jude 23; Rev. 12:5
• Literally means “snatched away, suddenly removed”
• Used of stealing or plundering (e.g., Mt. 11:12) removing (e.g., Jn. 

6:15; Acts 8:39), Paul’s being caught up to the third heaven (2 Cor. 
12:2, 4), and Christ’s ascension (Rev. 12:5)
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I. The Exegetical Dilemma regarding the Rapture
A. There are no clear statements of its timing. 
B. There are apparent conflicts about what precedes it.

1. Christ’s return will be sudden and unexpected—it’s imminent.
2. Christ’s return will follow certain clear signs.

C. There are proposed solutions to these apparent conflicts.
1. Deny imminency & argue the signs have not been fulfilled.
2. Redefine the signs to still believe in imminency.
3. Affirm two stages of the Second Coming:  one that’s imminent and 

another preceded by signs.
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II. Three Primary Views of the Rapture
A. A Pre-tribulation Rapture 

• Two stages of the Second Coming…
• 1) The Rapture of the church occurs before the Tribulation—no signs.
• 2) The Second Coming occurs at the end of the Tribulation—many signs.

B. A Mid-tribulation Rapture
• Believers will be raptured at (or near) the middle of the Tribulation, prior to 

the outpouring of God’s wrath in the last 3 ½ years, called the Great 
Tribulation.

C. A Post-tribulation Rapture
• Living believers will be raptured into the air at the Second Coming at the end 

of the Tribulation, then immediately descend with Christ back to earth.
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III.  The Arguments for a
      Pre-tribulation Rapture 
      (Jn. 14:1-3; 1 Cor. 15:51-58; 1 Th. 4:13-18)

A. There are radical differences between the Second 
Coming (Mt. 24-25) and the Rapture (1 Th. 4).



The Rapture (1 Th. 4:13-18)

• Christ comes in the air & returns 
to heaven
• Comes for His saints 
• Takes the saints back to heaven
• Christ gathers His own
• Resurrection is prominent
• Christ comes to reward
• Believers are taken away
• Unbelievers remain on earth
• Believers receive glorified bodies
• No mention of the kingdom

The Second Coming (Mt. 24-25)

• Christ returns to earth to dwell &  
reign
• Comes with His saints
• Establishes His kingdom on earth
• Angels gather the elect
• No mention of resurrection
• Christ comes to judge
• Unbelievers are taken away
• Believers remain on earth
• No one receives glorified bodies
• Establishment of the kingdom



III.  The Arguments for a
      Pre-tribulation Rapture 

A. There are radical differences between the Second 
Coming (Mt. 24-25) and the Rapture (1 Th. 4).

B. Christ promises the church that it will be protected from 
God’s wrath.

C. The church is absent from earth in Rev. 6-18.

D. The NT epistles contain no warnings for church-age 
believers to prepare for the Tribulation.



III.  The Arguments for a
      Pre-tribulation Rapture 

E. 1 Th. 4:13-18 demands a Pretribulation Rapture.

F. Jn. 14:1-3 refutes a Post-tribulation Rapture and 
supports a Pretribulation Rapture.

G. The Rapture is unnecessary if the church goes through 
the Tribulation.
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IV. The Application of the Pretribulation Rapture
A. Never forget that Jesus loves you and wants you to be with 

Him (Jn. 14:3; 17:24; 1 Th. 4:17).
B. Love Jesus and live in joyful expectation of His return (Phil. 

3:20; Titus 2:11-14).
C. Find comfort and comfort others facing the death of 

believers with the truth of the Rapture (1 Th. 4:18).
D. Be diligent to pursue holiness.
E. Rejoice and be grateful that you will never experience the 

wrath of God (Rom. 5:9-10; Rev. 3:10).


