
Love: The Greatest Way
1 Corinthians 12:31b–13:13 — Beaux Hargrove



Love: The Greatest Way

Theme: A life characterized by love is more excellent than the 
greatest spiritual gifts alone. 



Love: The Greatest Way

I. Love Makes Spiritual Gifts Valuable (1–3)

a. Supernatural Speech without Love is Worthless (1)

b. Supernatural Insight without Love is Worthless (2) 

c. Supernatural Self-Sacrifice without Love is Worthless (3) 



Love: The Greatest Way

I. Love Makes Spiritual Gifts Valuable (1–3)

II. Love Is for the Sake of Others (4–7)

a. Love Angers Slowly (4a) 

b. Love Demonstrates Kindness (4b)

c. Love Does Not Envy (4c) 

d. Love Does Not Brag (4d) 

e. Love Does Not Become Conceited (4e) 



Love: The Greatest Way

I. Love Makes Spiritual Gifts Valuable (1–3)

II. Love Is for the Sake of Others (4–7)

f. Love Does Not Act Shamefully (5a)

g. Love Does Not Seek Its Own Interests (5b)

h. Love Does Not Get Provoked (5c)

i. Love Does Not Keep an Account of Wrongs (5d)

j. Love Does Not Rejoice in Unrighteousness (6a)

k. Love Rejoices with the Truth (6b) 



Love: The Greatest Way

I. Love Makes Spiritual Gifts Valuable (1–3)

II. Love Is for the Sake of Others (4–7)

l. Love Bears All Things (7a) 

m. Love Believes All Things (7b) 

n. Love Hopes All Things (7c)  

o. Love Endures All Things (7d)  



Love: The Greatest Way

I. Love Makes Spiritual Gifts Valuable (1–3)

II. Love Is for the Sake of Others (4–7)

III. Love Endures When All Other Gifts Cease (8–13) 

a. The Sign Gifts are Temporary (8)  

b. The Sign Gifts Have a Temporary Purpose (9–12)

1. The Sign Gifts Are Incomplete (9–10)

2. The Sign Gifts Are Like Immaturity (11) 

3. The Sign Gifts Are Not the Realities They Point To (12)   



Love: The Greatest Way

I. Love Makes Spiritual Gifts Valuable (1–3)

II. Love Is for the Sake of Others (4–7)

III. Love Endures When All Other Gifts Cease (8–13) 

a. The Sign Gifts are Temporary (8)  

b. The Sign Gifts Have a Temporary Purpose (9–12)

c. Faith, Hope, and Love Are Permanent (13)  



Applications

• Have you elevated your own sense of spirituality above love? 
Repent, humble yourself and love one another. 

• Does your love of knowledge outweigh your love for others? 
Repent, humble yourself and love one another. 

• Do you find your love imperfect? Put off the old man and put on 
the new man. Be zealous for good works. Be zealous for love. 

• Are you without love for others? Or, have you substituted Christian 
love with worldly sentimentality? Consider whether you have truly 
known the love of Christ. Consider whether there has truly been a 
work of grace in your life. Repent, and trust in the love shown by 
God for His enemies. 
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