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JAMES 

Faith in Actioni 

 

INTRODUCTORY VIEWS 

 

Martin Luther 1522 

In fine, Saint John’s Gospel and his first epistle, 
Saint Paul’s epistles, especially those to the 

Romans, Galatians, Ephesians, and Saint Peter’s 
first epistle,—these are the books which show thee 
Christ, and teach thee everything that is needful 

and blessed for thee to know even though thou 
never see or hear any other book or doctrine. 
Therefore, is Saint James’s epistle a right strawy 

epistle in comparison with them, for it has no 
gospel character to it. 

Cited in James H. 
Ropes, The Epistle of 

St. James, The 
International Critical 

Commentary 
[Edinburgh: T. & T. 
Clark, 1978], 106 

 

John Calvin 

He accepted the full apostolic authority of the letter 

and argued that Paul’s and James’s perspectives on 
justification could be harmonized so as to maintain 
the unity of Scripture. 

Moo, Douglas J. The 
Letter of James. Edited 
by D. A. Carson. 
Grand Rapids, MI: 

Eerdmans, 2021 

 

D. Edmond Hiebert 

This epistle sternly insists upon Christian practice 
consistent with Christian belief, heaps scathing 

contempt upon all empty profession, and 
administers a stinging rebuke to the readers’ 
worldliness. Its stress upon the gospel’s ethical 

imperative makes the epistle as relevant today as 
when it was first written. The presence of this 
practical epistle in the New Testament canon is a 

magnificent monument to the moral sensitivity and 
concern of the Christian church. 

(The Epistle of James 
[Chicago: Moody, 

1979], 11) 
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AUTHOR 

 

Four James in NT 

1 James the Less, the son of 
Alphaeus (Matt. 10:3; Acts 1:13) No one has seriously considered either of 

these two 2 James the father of Judas, not 
Iscariot (Luke 6:16; Acts 1:13) 

3 James the son of Zebedee and 
brother of John (Matt. 4:21) 

He was martyred too early to have written 
it (Acts 12:2) 

  

4 James, the oldest half-brother 

of Christ (Mark 6:3) and brother 
of Jude (Matt. 13:55) 

a. James had at first rejected Jesus as 

Messiah (John 7:5), but later believed (1 
Cor. 15:7) 

b. He became the key leader in the 
Jerusalem church (cf. Acts 12:17; 
15:13; 21:18; Gal. 2:12), being called 

one of the “pillars” of that church, along 
with Peter and John (Gal. 2:9) 

c. Also known as James the Just because 
of his devotion to righteousness, he was 
martyred ca. A.D. 62, according to the 

first-century Jewish historian Josephus 
d. The epistle’s distinctively Jewish 

character is in keeping with the picture 

of James given in Acts 15 and 21. The 
book of James contains four direct 

quotes of the Old Testament and more 
than forty Old Testament allusions 

e. James’s vocabulary in the letter he 

wrote, which is recorded in Acts 15, 
compared with that in the epistle of 
James further corroborates his 

authorship 

 

DATE 

  

James most likely wrote this epistle 

to believers scattered (1:1) as a result 
of the unrest recorded in Acts 12 (ca. 
A.D. 44) 

There is no mention of the Council of 

Jerusalem described in Acts 15 (ca. 
A.D. 49), which would be expected if 
that Council had already taken place 

Therefore, James can be reliably dated ca. A.D. 44–49, making it the earliest 
written book of the NT canon 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Mt10.3
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ac1.13
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Lk6.16
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ac1.13
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Mt4.21
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ac12.2
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Mk6.3
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Mt13.55
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jn7.5
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Co15.7
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Co15.7
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ac12.17
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ac15.13
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ac21.18
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ga2.12
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ga2.9
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ac15
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ac21
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ac15.1-41
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas1.1
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ac12.1-25
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ac15.1-41
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BACKGROUND AND SETTING 

 

1 The recipients of this book were 

Jewish believers who had been 
dispersed (1:1) 

Possibly as a result of Stephen’s 

martyrdom (Acts 7, A.D. 31–34), but 
more likely due to the persecution 

under Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12, ca. 
A.D. 44) 

2 The author refers to his audience 
as “brethren” fifteen times (1:2, 16, 
19; 2:1, 5, 14; 3:1, 10, 12; 4:11; 5:7, 

9, 10, 12, 19), 

Which was a common epithet among 
the first century Jews. 

3 James is Jewish in its content For example, the Greek word 

translated “assembly” (2:2) is the 
word for “synagogue.” Further, James 

contains more than forty allusions to 
the OT 

4 The book of James has been 
compared with the wisdom literature 
of the Old Testament, particularly the 

book of Proverbs 

Because of its direct, strong 
statements on wise living 

5 James’s strong condemnation of 

social injustice (cf. chaps. 2, 5) 

Has prompted some to call him “the 

Amos of the New Testament 

6 At least thirty references to nature 

(e.g., “wave of the sea” [1:6]; “reptile” 
[3:7]; and “heaven gave rain” [5:18]) 

suggests one who spent a great deal 

of time outdoors 

7 But James was also profoundly 
influenced by the Sermon on the 

Mount  

His epistle may be viewed as a 
practical commentary on our Lord’s 

sermon (see the following 

comparison) 
James has a practical emphasis, stressing godly behavior rather than simply 

theoretical knowledge. James wrote with a passionate desire for his readers 
to be uncompromisingly obedient to the Word of God 

 

  

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas1.1
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ac7.1-60
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ac12.1-25
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas1.2
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https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas1.19
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas2.1
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https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas3.10
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas3.12
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas4.11
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas5.7
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas5.9
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas5.10
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas5.12
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas5.19
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas2.2
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas2
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas5
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas1.6
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas3.7
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Jas5.18
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COMPARISON TO THE SERMAN ON THE MOUNT 

   

The extent of the Sermon on the Mount’s influence on James may be seen in 

his many references and allusions to it (>20) 

 

James Sermon on the Mount Subject 
1:2 Matt. 5:10–12 (Luke 

6:22, 23) 
Joy in the midst of trials 

1:4 Matt. 5:48 God’s desire and work in us: perfection 

1:5 Matt. 7:7 Asking God for good gifts 

1:17 Matt. 7:11 God is the giver of good gifts 

1:19, 
20 

Matt. 5:22 Command against anger 

1:22, 
23 

Matt. 7:24–27 Contrast between hearers and doers 
(illustrated) 

1:26, 
27 

Matt. 7:21–23 Religious person whose religion is 
worthless 

2:5 Matt. 5:3 The poor as heirs of the kingdom 

2:10 Matt. 5:19 The whole moral law to be kept 

2:11 Matt. 5:21, 22 Command against murder 

2:13 Matt. 5:7; 6:14, 15 The merciful blessed; the unmerciful 
condemned 

2:14–
26 

Matt. 7:21–23 Dead, worthless (and deceiving) faith 

3:12 Matt. 7:16 (Luke 6:44, 
45) 

Tree producing what is in keeping with 
its kind 

3:18 Matt. 5:9 Blessing of those who make peace 

4:2, 3 Matt. 7:7, 8 Importance of asking God 

4:4 Matt. 6:24 Friendship with the world = hostility 
toward God 

4:8 Matt. 5:8 Blessing on and call for the pure in heart 

4:9 Matt. 5:4 Blessing and call for those who mourn 

4:11, 
12 

Matt. 7:1–5 Command against wrongly judging others 

4:13, 
14 

Matt. 6:34 Not focusing too much on tomorrow 

5:1 (Luke 6:24, 25) Woe to rich 

5:2 Matt. 6:19, 20 Moth and rust spoiling earthly riches 

5:6 (Luke 6:37) Against condemning the righteous man 

5:9 Matt. 5:22; 7:1 Not judging—the Judge standing at the 
door 

5:10 Matt. 5:12 The prophets as examples of wrongful 
suffering 

5:12 Matt. 5:33–37 Not making hasty and irreverent oaths 

James’s application of truth to his reader’s lives gives believers a clearer 
understanding of Christ’s wisdom 
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GOD’S CHARACTER IN JAMES 

 

1 God is accessible 4:8 

2 God is immutable 1:17 

3 God is light 1:17 

4 God is a promise keeper 1:12; 2:5 

5 God is unified 2:19–20 

 

 

FAITH ALIVE 

 

James wants his readers to demonstrate in their lives the qualities of a living 

faith 

Described As Results In 

1 Tested (1:2, 3) Patience or endurance(1:3) 

2 Without doubt (1:6–8) Answered prayer (1:5) 

3 Enduring temptation (1:12) Eternal life (1:12) 

4 More than belief (2:19, 20) Faith perfected by works (2:22) 

5 Believing God (2:23–25) Righteousness before God (2:23) 

Such a living faith is more than mere knowledge and assent—it includes 

heartfelt trust that endures and obeys God 

James contrasts living faith to dead, or empty, faith. Dead faith does not 

result in the transformed life that is characteristic of living faith. 
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OUTLINE 

 

James wrote his epistle to challenge his readers to examine their faith to see 

if it was genuine saving faith 

Accordingly, this outline is structured around that series of tests. 

TEST VERSES 

1 The Test of Perseverance in Suffering 1:2–12 

2 The Test of Blame in Temptation 1:13–18 

3 The Test of Response to the Word 1:19–27 

4 The Test of Impartial Love 2:1–13 

5 The Test of Righteous Works 2:14–26 

6 The Test of the Tongue 3:1–12 

7 The Test of Humble Wisdom 3:13–18 

8 The Test of Worldly Indulgence 4:1–12 

9 The Test of Dependence 4:13–17 

10 The Test of Patient Endurance 5:1–11 

11 The Test of Truthfulness 5:12 

12 The Test of Prayerfulness 5:13–18 

13 The Test of True Faith 5:19–20 

James complements Paul’s emphasis on justification by faith with his own 
emphasis on spiritual fruitfulness demonstrating true faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
i All material adapted from: 

John F. MacArthur Jr., James, MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody 

Press, 1998) 

MacArthur, John. The MacArthur Bible Handbook. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson 

Publishers, 2003. 

Moo, Douglas J. The Letter of James. Edited by D. A. Carson. Second Edition. Pillar New 
Testament Commentary. Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2021 

https://ref.ly/logosres/mntcjam?ref=Page.p+5&off=1579

