
A Tale of Two Clingings

Psalm 119: 25-32



Psalm 119 Observations

It is an acrostic poem

It extols the word of God 

It centers on the deity of the almighty God 

It depicts duress and oppression faced by the psalmist  



Psalm 119:25-32

A progression from desperation to restoration 

A contrast between two “ways” 

A marked difference between the clingings of the psalmist 



Psalm 119:25-32

Contrast: His depleted vitality compared to a revived soul 

1. What is his condition? 

25 My soul cleaves to the dust; Revive me according to Your word.

2. What is his confession? 
26 “I have told of my ways, and You have answered me;  
       Teach me Your statutes.” 
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3. What is his concern?  

27 “Make me understand the way of Your precepts,  
So I will meditate on Your wonders.” 

Contrast: My ways vs. God’s ways 



Proverbs 2
“Then”—(nouns)

Fear of the LORD 

Knowledge of God   

Wisdom   

Understanding   

Shield   

Equity    

Discern righteousness 

Justice    

Every good course     

“If”—(verbs)

Receive 

Treasure  

Attentive  

Incline  

Cry  

Search   

Lift your voice   

Seek   
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4. What is his contrition?   

28 “My soul weeps because of grief; Strengthen me according to Your word. ” 

5. What is his call? 
29 “Remove the false way from me, And graciously grant me Your law. ” 

6. What is his choice ? 
30 “I have chosen the faithful way; I have placed Your ordinances before me . ” 



3 Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River, and led him through all the land of Canaan, 
and multiplied his descendants and gave him Isaac. 4 To Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau, and to Esau I gave 
Mount Seir to possess it; but Jacob and his sons went down to Egypt. 5 Then I sent Moses and Aaron, 
and I plagued Egypt by what I did in its midst; and afterward I brought you out. 6 I brought your 
fathers out of Egypt, and you came to the sea; and Egypt pursued your fathers with chariots and 
horsemen to the Red Sea. 7 But when they cried out to the Lord, He put darkness between you and the 
Egyptians, and brought the sea upon them and covered them; and your own eyes saw what I did in 
Egypt. And you lived in the wilderness for a long time. 8 Then I brought you into the land of the 
Amorites who lived beyond the Jordan, and they fought with you; and I gave them into your hand, and 
you took possession of their land when I destroyed them before you. 9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, 
king of Moab, arose and fought against Israel, and he sent and summoned Balaam the son of Beor to 
curse you. 10 But I was not willing to listen to Balaam. So he had to bless you, and I delivered you from 
his hand. 11 You crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho; and the citizens of Jericho fought against you, 
and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Girgashite, the Hivite and 
the Jebusite. Thus I gave them into your hand. 12 Then I sent the hornet before you and it drove out 
the two kings of the Amorites from before you, but not by your sword or your bow. 13 I gave you a land 
on which you had not labored, and cities which you had not built, and you have lived in them; you are 
eating of vineyards and olive groves which you did not plant.’

Joshua 24:3-13
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4. What is his contrition?   

28 “My soul weeps because of grief; Strengthen me according to Your word. ” 

5. What is his call? 
29 “Remove the false way from me, And graciously grant me Your law. ” 

6. What is his choice ? 
30 “I have chosen the faithful way; I have placed Your ordinances before me . ” 
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7. What is his clutch?   

31 “I cling to Your testimonies; O LORD, do not put me to shame! . ” 

8. What is his commitment ? 
32 “I shall run the way of Your commandments, For You will enlarge my heart . ” 

Contrast: Clinging to dust vs. clinging to His testimonies 
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Conclusion

1. Blinded in the dust 

Every person falls into one of three scenarios 
in relation to this section of Psalm 119 

2. Stuck in the dust 

3. Free from the dust 



A Tale of Two Clingings

Psalm 119: 25-32


