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In the Old Testament
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Moses, Christ, and the Burning Bush
Exodus 3




Background

End of Genesis

- ] acob, his sons, and their families move to Egypt at the invitation ofj oseph and
Pharoah

® Jacob dies

* Joseph tells his brothers before he dies that “God will surely take care of you and
OriNg you up from this land to the land which He promised on oath to Abraham,

Isaac and to Jacob.”



Background

Exodus 1

* A new king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph and who enslaved the
Israelites under hard labor

* Despite their oppression, God allowed the Israelites to greatly multiply in Egypt



Background

Exodus 2
* Moses was born to parents from the house of Levi

* To save him ﬁrom Ioe'mg killed, he was put into a basket in the Nile River and found
on a daugh’cer of Pharoah, who adopted him as her son

* Moses grew up with Voyal pvivileges and advantage
* At age 40 he fled to Midian after killing an Egyptian due to his harsh treatment of

an lsraelite
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Background

Exodus 2
* Moses was born to parents ﬁfom the house of Levi

* To save him ﬁrom Ioe'mg killed, he was put into a basket in the Nile River and found
on a daugh’cer of Pharoah, who adopted him as her son

* Moses grew up with Voyal pvivileges and advantage
* At age 40 he fled to Midian after killing an Egyptian due to his harsh treatment of

an lsraelite
* Moses lived in Midian for 40 years, married, and had 2 sons
* The Israelites in Egypt cried out because of their bondage
* God heard their cries and remembered His covenant with Abraham, 1saac, and

Jacob



Moses, Christ, and the Burning Bush
Exodus 3

The circumstances of Moses seeing the Iouming bush (1 -3)

* As a shepherd in Midian for nearly 40 years, he finds himself at Mount Horeb (1)



Mediterranean Sea «Heshbon

Moses, Christ, and the Bu

Beersheba,
Exodus 3 Clasy
" . Raamses, Wiléifezr?r?ss
The circumstances of Moses seeing the bum Pithom' Kadesh Barnea.

GOSHEN

* As a shepherd in Midian for nearly 40

\’N W Ezion Geber




Moses, Christ, and the Burning Bush
Exodus 3

The circumstances of Moses seeing the buning bush (1-3)
* As a shepherd in Midian for nearly 40 years, he finds himself at Mount Horeb (1)
* The ange[ of the Lord appeared to him in a Iouming bush (2-3)



The Christophany in the Burning Bush

Exodus 3

The Angel of the Lord, a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ:
° Appeared n a blazing ﬁve in the bush (2)



Moses, Christ, and the Burning Bush
Exodus 3

The circumstances of Moses seeing the buning bush (1-3)
* As a shepherd in Midian for nearly 40 years, he finds himself at Mount Horeb (1)
* The ange[ of the Lord appeared to him in a Iouming bush (2-3)



Moses, Christ, and the Burning Bush
Exodus 3

The circumstances of Moses seeing the buning bush (1-3)

God’s revelation of Himself from the burning bush (4-10)

* God calls Moses, tells him not to come near, and to remove his sandals (4-5)

Revelation 22:8—9 8],]0’/11/1, am the one who heard and saw these ‘chings. And when 1
heard and saw, | er down to worsh'qo at the feet of the angel who showed me these

things. 9But he said to me, “Do not do that.1 am a feﬂow servant of yours and of your
Ioret’mfen the prophe‘cs and of those who heed the words of this book. Worsh'qo God.”




The Christophany in the Burning Bush

Exodus 3

The Angel of the Lord, a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ:
° Appeaved n a blaz'mg ﬁve in the bush (2)
* Is veferred to as deity using the name Elohim “God” in calling to Moses (4)
* Is deemed holy and worthy of worship (5)



Moses, Christ, and the Burning Bush
Exodus 3

The circumstances of Moses seeing the buning bush (1-3)

God’s revelation of Himse[f from the Iouming bush (4-10)

* God calls Moses, tells him not to come near, and to remove his sandals (4-5)

* God identiﬁes Himself as the God of his ancestors, and Moses hides his face (6)



The Christophany in the Burning Bush
Exodus 3
The Angel of the Lord, a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ:
° Appeared n a blaz'mg ﬁre in the bush (2)
* Is veferred to as deity using the name Elohim “God” in calling to Moses (4)
* 1s deemed holy and worthy of worship (5,6)
* Claims to be the God of Moses’ father, Abraham, 1saac, andjaco’o (6)



Moses, Christ, and the Burning Bush
Exodus 3

The circumstances of Moses seeing the buning bush (1-3)

God'’s revelation of Himse[f ﬁrom the Iowfning bush (4-10)

* God calls Moses, tells him not to come near, and to remove his sandals (4-5)
* God identiﬁes Himself as the God of his ancestors, and Moses hides his face (6)
* God reveals that He has seen the affliction of His people in Egypt (7,9)



The Christophany in the Burning Bush
Exodus 3
The Angel of the Lord, a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ:
° Appeared n a blaz'mg ﬁre in the bush (2)
* Is veferred to as deity using the name Elohim “God” in calling to Moses (4)
* Is deemed holy and worthy of worship (5,6)
* Claims to be the God of Moses’ fathev, Abraham, 1saac, andjaco’o (6)
* is referred to as Yahweh “LORD” in speaking to Moses (7)
* Conveys being all-knowing (7,9)



Moses, Christ, and the Burning Bush
Exodus 3

The circumstances of Moses seeing the buning bush (1-3)

God'’s revelation of Himse[f ﬁrom the Iouming bush (4-10)
* God calls Moses, tells him not to come near, and to remove his sandals (4-5)
* God identiﬁes Himself as the God of his ancestors, and Moses hides his face (6)

* God reveals that He has seen the affliction of His people in Egypt (7,9)
* God tells Moses He has come down to deliver them to a good and spaclous land (8)



Moses, Christ, and tl
Exodus 3

The circumstances of Moses seeing

God’s revelation of Himse[f ﬁrom t
* God calls Moses, tells him not

* God identiﬁes Himself as the
* God reveals that He has seen

* God tells Moses He has come



The Christophany in the Burning Bush
Exodus 3
The Angel of the Lord, a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ:
° Appeared n a blaz'mg ﬁre in the bush (2)
* Is veferred to as deity using the name Elohim “God” in calling to Moses (4)
* Is deemed holy and worthy of worship (5,6)
* Claims to be the God of Moses’ fathev, Abraham, 1saac, andjaco’o (6)
* is referred to as Yahweh “LORD” in speaking to Moses (7)
* Conveys being all-knowing (7,9)
* Conveys being all-powerful (8)



Moses, Christ, and the Burning Bush
Exodus 3

The circumstances of Moses seeing the buning bush (1-3)
God'’s revelation of Himse[f ﬁrom the Iouming bush (4-10)
* God calls Moses, tells him not to come near, and to remove his sandals (4-5)
* God identiﬁes Himself as the God of his ancestors, and Moses hides his face (6)

* God reveals that He has seen the affliction of His people in Egypt (7,9)
* God tells Moses He has come down to deliver them to a good and spaclous land (v8)

* God commissions Moses to go to Pharaoh and bring His people out of Egypt (10)



Moses, Christ, and the Burning Bush
Exodus 3

The circumstances of Moses seeing the buming bush (1 -3)
God'’s revelation of Himse[f ﬁrom the Iouming bush (4-10)

Moses’ consternation at God’s call upon him (11-15)



Moses, Christ, and the Burning Bush
Exodus 3

Moses’ consternation at God'’s call upon him (11-15

* Moses objects because of his lack of ability (11




Moses, Christ, and the Burning Bush
Exodus 3

Moses’ consternation at God’s call upon him (11-15)
* Moses objects because of his lack of ability (1)

* God promises to be with him and that the people will worship Him on this very
mountain (12)

* Moses objects because of his lack of authority (13)

Joshua 24714 '#“Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve Him in sincerity
and truth; and put away the gods which your fa‘chers served beyond the

River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.”



Moses, Christ, and the Burning Bush
Exodus 3

Moses’ consternation at God’s call upon him (11-15)
* Moses o]ajec‘cs because of his lack of a/oili’cy (1)

* God promises to be with him and that the people will worship Him on this very
mountain (12)

* Moses objects because of his lack of authority (13)

* God conveys His self—existence and etemali‘cy, and gives His name “1 AM” and

YHWH “LORD” (14-15)



The Name of God

Exodus 3:14-15

1AMWHO 1 AM
* Hebrew "ehyeh '83er ’ehyeh
* God’s exp lana’cory revelation of
His eternal, self—existen’c, se[f—
su)fﬁc lent nature
1AM

* Means “to be”

Yahweh
* Hebrew YHWH which comes ﬁrom

the same root “to be”
* Known as the Tetragrammaton

® |s the sacred, persona[, covenant

name of God

* Most Bible translations show as

LORD (all caps)



The Name of God

Exodus 3:14-15

1AM WHO 1 AM Yahweh
* Hebrew ’ehyeh ‘aser ’ehyeh * Hebrew YHWH which comes ﬁrom

the same root “to be”

* God’s exp[_anaf_ow revelation of

[RHXE=41 John 8:58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, 1 say to agrammaton

sufficient §l° before Abraham was born, 1 am.” ™ onal, covenant

1 AM name of God |

e Means “to be” * Most Bible translations show as

LORD (all caps)



Moses, Christ, and the Burning Bush
Exodus 3

Moses’ consternation at God’s call upon him (11-15)
* Moses o]ajec‘cs because of his lack of a/oili’cy (1)

* God promises to be with him and that the people will worship Him on this very
mountain (12)

* Moses objects because of his lack of authority (13)

* God conveys His self—existence and etemali‘cy, and gives His name “1 AM” and

YHWH “LORD” (14-15)



The Christophany in the Burning Bush
Exodus 3
The Angel of the Lord, a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ:
° Appeared n a blaz'mg ﬁre in the bush (2)
* Is veferred to as deity using the name Elohim “God” in calling to Moses (4)
* Is deemed holy and worthy of worship (5,6)
* Claims to be the God of Moses’ fathev, Abraham, 1saac, andjaco’o (6,15)
* is referred to as Yahweh “LORD” in speaking to Moses (7,15)
* Conveys being all-knowing (7,9,12)
* Conveys being all-powerful (8)
* s the great “1 AM” (14)



Moses, Christ, and the Burning Bush
Exodus 3

The circumstances of Moses seeing the buming bush (1-3)
God'’s revelation of Himse[f ﬁrom the Iouming bush (4-10)
Moses’ consternation at God’s call upon him (11-15)

God’s detailed instructions to Moses (16-22)



Moses, Christ, and the Burning Bush
Exodus 3

God’s detailed instructions to Moses (16-22)
° Regavding the elders of Israel (16-18a)

= Tell them how God has appeaved to you, how He sees your ag‘jqicﬁon, and how
He will deliver them ﬁfom Egypt

* Regarding the king of Egypt (18b-20)
= With the elders, go to Pharoah and ask that the people be allowed to worship In
the wilderness
= He will not iniﬁa“y agree, but aﬁer God strikes Egypt, he will let you go
* Regarding the people of Israel (21-22)
= God will give the people favor with the Egyptians, who will shower them with
giﬁs when they leave



The Christophany in the Burning Bush
Exodus 3
The Angel of the Lord, a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ:
° Appeaved n a blaz'mg ﬁve in the bush (2)
* Is veferred to as deity using the name Elohim “God” in calling to Moses (4)
* Is deemed holy and worthy of worship (5,6)
* Claims to be the God of Moses’ fathev, Abraham, 1saac, andjaco’o (6,15,16)
® s Vefewed to as Yahweh “LORD” in speaking to Moses (7,15,16,18)
* Conveys being all-knowing (7,9,12,19)
* Conveys being all-powerful (8,17,20-22)
* s the great “1 AM” (14)



Table Discussion

Discuss some of these points of Veﬂecﬁon and questions at your tables

1.

2.

3.

Christ is seen in our text as tmly divine and idenﬂﬁed as God, 1 AM, and Yahweh
How does it change your perspective of Christ to see Him described in this way?

How does it c’nange your perspective of proper wovsh'qo consideving how Christ is
treated in this passage?

God promised to pvovide Moses with everything he needed to accomplish what He
called him to do

Can you idenﬁﬁ/ with Moses in fee[ing inadequate? What did you learn ﬁfom how God
Vesponded to Moses?
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