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SESSION SUMMARY 
A THEOLOGY OF UNTHANKFULNESS

I want to consider from Scripture the sin of  unthankfulness

to help us expose this sin in our own lives and to help us 

pursue godliness, which includes a heart of  thankfulness. 



A THEOLOGY OF UNTHANKFULNESS
SELECTED SCRIPTURES

I. A Biblical Definition for Thankfulness

A. Its Use in the Old Testament

i. To describe a people group praising God

ii. To describe individuals praising God

iii. To confess one’s sins to God (Prov. 28:13; Dan. 9:20)

iv. To begin praise and thanksgiving (Neh. 11:17)

v. To participate in sacrificial offerings (Lev 7:12-15)



A THEOLOGY OF UNTHANKFULNESS
THANKFULNESS DEFINED

The Hebrew Scripture presents giving thanks as an inward 

affection of  the heart that manifests or expresses itself  in 

worship to God.



A THEOLOGY OF UNTHANKFULNESS
SELECTED SCRIPTURES

I. A Biblical Definition for Thankfulness

A. Its Use in the Old Testament

B. Its Use in the New Testament

• eú, “good” or “well” and xaris, “grace”) – properly, acknowledging that 

“God's grace works well ”



A THEOLOGY OF UNTHANKFULNESS
SELECTED SCRIPTURES

I. A Biblical Definition for Thankfulness

A. Its Use in the Old Testament

B. Its Use in the New Testament

C. Its Object in the Old and New Testament (Ps. 7:17; 111:1)



A THEOLOGY OF UNTHANKFULNESS
THANKFULNESS DEFINED

The New Testament presents giving thanks as an inward 

affection of  the heart that manifests or expresses itself  in 

worship to God.



A THEOLOGY OF UNTHANKFULNESS
SELECTED SCRIPTURES

I. A Biblical Definition for Thankfulness

II. The Sinfulness of  Unthankfulness

A. Its Origin (Rom. 1:21–22)



“This glory, they failed to ascribe to him [God] and they were destitute 

of  that gratitude which the knowledge possessed should have elicited 

and which ought to have expressed itself  in thanksgiving.”

JOHN MURRAY, COMMENTARY ON ROMANS



“They did not reverence and worship God as their God; neither did 

they refer to him the blessings which they daily received at his hands.”

CHARLES HODGE, COMMENTARY ON ROMANS



“If  they had given thanks to God who gave this wisdom, they would not 

have claimed any credit for their own ideas. Therefore they were given over 

by the Lord to the desires of  their own hearts, and did improper things.”

AUGUSTINE, COMMENTARY ON ROMANS



A THEOLOGY OF UNTHANKFULNESS
SELECTED SCRIPTURES

I. A Biblical Definition for Thankfulness

II. The Sinfulness of  Unthankfulness (Rom. 1:21–32)

A. Its Origin (v. 21a)

B. Its Consequences (v. 21b–32)



A THEOLOGY OF UNTHANKFULNESS
SELECTED SCRIPTURES

I. A Biblical Definition for Thankfulness

II. The Sinfulness of  Unthankfulness (Rom. 1:21–32)

III. The Biblical Features of  Thankfulness

A. Its Duty (Eph. 5:18–21)

B. Its Corporate Nature

i. Through the Sacrificial System (Lev. 7:12–15)

ii. Through the Church (Col. 3:16–17; 4:16; 1 Thess. 5:27)



A THEOLOGY OF UNTHANKFULNESS
SELECTED SCRIPTURES

I. A Biblical Definition for Thankfulness

II. The Sinfulness of  Unthankfulness (Rom. 1:21–32)

III. The Biblical Features of  Thankfulness

A. Its Duty (Eph. 5:18–21)

B. Its Corporate Nature

C. Its Individual Actions

i. Through speech (Eph. 5:4)

ii. Through prayer (1 Tim. 2:1)

iii. Through song (Eph. 5:19–20)



A THEOLOGY OF UNTHANKFULNESS
SELECTED SCRIPTURES

I. A Biblical Definition for Thankfulness

II. The Sinfulness of  Unthankfulness (Rom. 1:21–32)

III. The Biblical Features of  Thankfulness

IV. The Biblical Examples of  Thankfulness

A. The Heavenly Hosts (Rev. 4:9; 7:11–12)

B. The Apostle Paul

C. The Lord Jesus Christ (Mark 8:6; Luke 24:40)
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