
GODWARD SEXUALITY
IN A SEXUALLY PERVERSE WORLD

Leviticus 18

—





“A set of  moral principles: a theory or system of  moral 

values.”MERRIAM-WEBSTER



“A system of  accepted beliefs that control behavior, especially 

such a system based on morals.”

CAMBRIDGE DICTIONARY



“The ethical imperatives that God gives are in accord with his 

unchangeable moral character. That is, God wills what is right in 

accordance with his own moral attributes.”

NORMAN GEISLER, CHRISTIAN ETHICS



“Christian ethics is based on God’s will, but God never wills 

anything contrary to his unchanging moral character.”

NORMAN GEISLER, CHRISTIAN ETHICS



WHY IS LEVITICUS 18 IMPORTANT?

Leviticus 18 provides the nation of  Israel—and us today—a 

biblical sexual ethic to help us think and act godward about 

sexuality in a sexually perverse world.



MAJOR OUTLINE FOR LEVITICUS 

I. The Institution of  the Sacrificial System (1–7)

II. The Ordination of  the Priesthood (8–10)

III. The Prescriptions for Cleanness/Purity (11–15)

IV. The Instructions for the Day of  Atonement (16)

V. The Commands for Holy Living (17–27)
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I. A Reminder to Embrace the Mosaic Covenant (1–2)



“If  a man is found lying with a married woman, then both of  them 

shall die, the man who lay with the woman, and the woman; thus 

you shall purge the evil from Israel.”

DEUTERONOMY 22:22



“If  there is a man who commits adultery with another man’s wife, 

one who commits adultery with his friend’s wife, the adulterer and 

the adulteress shall surely be put to death.”

LEVITICUS 20:10
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I. A Reminder to Embrace the Mosaic Covenant (1–2)

II.  An Exhortation to Flee Sexual Immorality (3–5)



“Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I am 

teaching you to perform, so that you may live and go in and take 

possession of  the land which the Lord, the God of  your fathers, is 

giving you. “

DEUTERONOMY 4:1



“You shall walk in all the way which the LORD your God has commanded 

you, that you may live and that it may be well with you, and that you may 

prolong your days in the land which you will possess.”

DEUTERONOMY 5:33



“Such faithfulness is never seen as a way to gain relationship with 

the Lord; it is always seen as a right response to the gracious Lord 

who has rescued his people and given them his law, that they might 

walk in fellowship with him and reflect his good and holy character 

in all the earth.”

JAY SKLAR, COMMENTARY ON LEVITICUS
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I. A Reminder to Embrace the Mosaic Covenant (1–2)

II.  An Exhortation to Flee Sexual Immorality (3–5)

III. The Prohibitions Against Sexual Immorality (6–23)

A.  The Key Terms

i.  “uncover”

ii.  “nakedness”

iii.  “approach”

iv.  “blood relative”
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I. A Reminder to Embrace the Mosaic Covenant (1–2)

II.  An Exhortation to Flee Sexual Immorality (3–5)

III. The Prohibitions Against Sexual Immorality (6–23)

A.  The Key Terms

B.  The Prohibitions Against Incest (6–18)



THE PROHIBITION AGAINST INCEST
LEV. 18:6–18

• Sexual activity with mother (7)

• Sexual activity with step-mother (8)

• Sexual activity with sister (9)

• Sexual activity with granddaughter (10)

• Sexual activity with step-sister (11)

• Sexual activity with paternal aunt (12)

• Sexual activity with maternal aunt (13)

• Sexual activity with paternal uncle’s wife 

(14)

• Sexual activity with daughter-in-law (15)

• Sexual activity with brother’s wife (16)

• Sexual activity with stepdaughter or step-

granddaughter (17)

• Sexual activity with wife’s sister (18)



THEOLOGICAL REASONS WHY LEVITICUS 18 
PROHIBITS INCEST

1. Sexual purity is explicitly defined by Scripture as one man and one 

woman in a marriage covenant.

2. God’s people need to know who is suitable for marriage.

3. God’s people need to understand that biblical sexuality in marriage 

helps a society function godward.



“Marriage as a social institution is regarded throughout Scripture as 

the cornerstone of  all other structures, and hence its purity and 

integrity must be protected at all times.”

R. K. HARRISON, COMMENTARY ON LEVITICUS



“When a society turns a blind eye to marital faithfulness, it signals that 

absolute faithfulness in all relationships does not matter. If  an individual 

cannot be true to his or her marriage partner, the one with whom he or 

she is most intimate, what expectation can others have that that person 

will remain faithful to them? Without faithfulness all relationships 

become considerably less than what God intended them to be. When 

marital unfaithfulness abounds unchecked within a society, the whole 

community becomes corrupted through a lack of  trust in other 

people…. YHWH recognizes that a promiscuous society will not be true 

to the covenant being ratified, because its fundamental spirit proclaims 

that faithfulness in relationships is not a core value of  its members.”

T. DESMOND ALEXANDER, COMMENTARY ON EXODUS



WHY THE LAWS PROHIBITING INCEST?

1. Sexual purity is explicitly defined by Scripture as one man and one 

woman in a marriage covenant.

2. God’s people need to know who is suitable for marriage.

3. God’s people need to understand that biblical sexuality in marriage 

helps a society function godward.

4. Men need to understand that they are responsible for their own 

sexual purity as well as their family’s.
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I. A Reminder to Embrace the Mosaic Covenant (1–2)

II.  An Exhortation to Flee Sexual Immorality (3–5)

III. The Prohibitions Against Sexual Immorality (6–23)

A.  The Key Terms

B.  The Prohibitions Against Incest (6–18)

C.  The Prohibitions Against Various Sexual Acts (19–23)
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III. The Prohibitions Against Sexual Immorality (6–23)

C. The Prohibitions Against Various Sexual Acts (19–23)

i.  During a woman’s menstrual cycle (19)

ii.  With your neighbor’s wife (20)

iii.  Performing child sacrifice (21)

iv.  With someone of  the same gender (22)

v.  With an animal (23)
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I. A Reminder to Embrace the Mosaic Covenant (1–2)

II.  An Exhortation to Flee Sexual Immorality (3–5)

III. The Prohibitions Against Sexual Immorality (6–23)

IV. The Consequences of  Pursuing Sexual Immorality (24–30)

A. The Key Terms

B. A Key Reminder (30)
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