


The Historical Context of Malachi

Ellsworth, Opening up Malachi (p. 10) 



The Primary Focus of Malachi

Malachi calls the people to repent and to rekindle 

zealous worship and obedience, fueled by right 

thinking about God, as they await the coming 

Messiah. 



The Rhetorical Structure of Malachi

A Divine Q&A – Six Dialogues:

• God Makes an Assertion

• The People's Response is Summarized with a Question

• God’s Answers Their Objection



The Rhetorical Structure of Malachi

A Divine Q&A – God Responds to Six Questions: 

• 1:2 “How have you loved us?”

• 1:6-7 “How have we despised your name?”

• 2:14 “For what reason [do You not regard our offerings]?”

• 2:17 “How have we wearied Him?”

• 3:7-8 “How shall we return?” 

• 3:13 “What have we spoken against you?” 



I. God’s Love Declared (2a)

II. God’s Love Doubted (2b)

III. God’s Love Demonstrated (2c-4)

A. In His Sovereign Election 

When We Question God’s Love
Malachi 1:1-5



Those of mankind that are predestinated unto life, God, 
before the foundation of the world was laid, according to his 
eternal and immutable purpose, and the secret counsel and 
good pleasure of his will, hath chosen in Christ unto 
everlasting glory, out of his mere free grace and love, without 
any foresight of faith or good works, or perseverance in either 
of them, or any other thing in the creature, as conditions, or 
causes moving him thereunto; and all to the praise of his 
glorious grace.

Westminster Confession of Faith



I. God’s Love Declared (2a)

II. God’s Love Doubted (2b)

III. God’s Love Demonstrated (2c-5)

A. In His Sovereign Election 

B. By His Irrevocable Judgment

When We Question God’s Love
Malachi 1:1-5
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