
Biblical Wisdom and the 
Fear of God
Understanding the Old Testament Worldview



The Information/Comprehension Divide

• The Value of Information

• God’s designed pathway to comprehension

• Proverbs 1:1-7

• Ecclesiastes 12:13



Defining the Fear of God

• Exodus 20:18-20: Be afraid, but don’t be afraid

• The example of Numbers 16:49 and the 14,700 who died

• Deuteronomy 10:12-13



Defining the Fear of God

• Ecclesiastes 3:1-14

• A time for everything? 

• God’s sovereignty and the fear of God in Ecclesiastes 3:14



Defining Biblical Wisdom

• Wisdom as beginning with the fear of God

• Wisdom as entire worldview

• Wisdom as interpretation and comprehension

• Job 28 and the search for wisdom



Fear of God and Wisdom

• The fear of God as the beginning of wisdom

• Comprehension is transformative for the believer

• Colossians 1:9-12

• Spiritual wisdom vs. earthly wisdom: James 3:15-18

• Arrogance vs. humility

• Selfishness vs. reliance

• Fear of man vs. fear of God
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