
The Promise and 
Presence of Yahweh

Exodus 33:1-11



Lesson Theme

Though man’s sin deserves divine judgment, God is 
unwavering in His covenant promises and abounds in 
grace and faithfulness.



I. God’s Promise Remains (1-3a)

A. Continuing to the Land of  Canaan (1)
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I. God’s Promise Remains (1-3a)

A. Continuing to the Land of  Canaan (1)

B. Clearing Out the Land of  Canaan (2)

C. Condition of  the Land of  Canaan (3a)







II. God’s Presence Removed (3b-5)

A. Mercy in His Absence (3b,5)



Even in his wrath, however, the Lord is 
gracious. His presence with the Israelites 
means their possible annihilation. His 
absence from the people and limiting himself 
to a proxy means they have a future, another 
chance. 

Victor P. Hamilton, “Exodus: An Exegetical Commentary” 



II. God’s Presence Removed (3b-5)

A. Mercy in His Absence (3b,5)

B. Mourning of  the People (4,6)



III. God’s Presence Reserved (7-11)

A. Place for Mediation (7-8)

B. Practice of  Worship(9-10)

C. Personal Relationship (11)



Application

1. Because God never changes, your salvation in Christ is secure 
and eternal. Let this move you to daily gratitude, steady trust in 
trials, and confidence in His promises. (James 1:17; Heb.13:8; 
Ps.100:5; 102:27)

2. Because God is holy by nature, we are called to live in a manner 
worthy of  the gospel that has saved us, lest we fall under His 
righteous judgment. (Lev.19:2; Phil.1:27; 3:12-14; 2 Cor. 5:14-17)
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