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An Introduction to Colossians

Paul’s Circumstances

A. Writing from Prison in Rome

B. Date: Approximately A.D. 60-62
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An Introduction to Colossians

The City of Colossae

A. The location of the city

B. The city’s history and significance

The Church at Colossae

A. Paul likely never visited Colossae (2:1)

B. The church was established by Epaphras (1:7)

C. Connections with Philemon and Onesimus (4:7-9)



An Introduction to Colossians

The Colossian Heresy

A. Pagan Mysticism

1. Denied Jesus is the Creator;   response – 1:16 

2. Denied Jesus is fully God;   response – 1:17-19, 2:9

3. Denied Jesus is fully man and had a physical body;   response – 2:9

4. Denied Jesus is sufficient for salvation;   response – 1:21-22; 2:13-14 



An Introduction to Colossians

The Colossian Heresy

A. Pagan Mysticism

B. Judaistic Legalism

1. Circumcision; response – 2:11-12; 3:10-11

2. Other OT practices; response – 2:16-17



An Introduction to Colossians

The Colossian Heresy

A. Pagan Mysticism

B. Judaistic Legalism

C. Contradictory Observances

1. Asceticism;   response – 2:18a, 20-23

2. License;   response – 3:5-6



An Introduction to Colossians

The Colossian Heresy

A. Pagan Mysticism

B. Judaistic Legalism

C. Contradictory Observances

D. Lies Wrapped in the Guise of Christianity



An Introduction to Colossians

The Theme of Colossians:  The sufficiency of Christ

The Basic Structure of Colossians

 Chapters 1-2:  Sufficiency of Christ

 Chapters 3-4:  Submission to Christ



An Outline of Colossians

I. Personal Remarks (1:1-14)

A. Greetings (1:1-2)

B. Prayer of Thanksgiving (1:3-8)

C. Prayer for the Church (1:9-14)

II. The Supremacy of Christ (1:15-23)

A. The Person of Jesus Christ (1:15-18)

B. The Work of Jesus Christ (1:19-23)

III. The Ministry of Paul (1:24-2:7)

A. A Ministry of Suffering (1:24)

B. A Ministry of Preaching (1:25-29)

C. A Ministry of Intercession (2:1-5)

D. A Ministry of Exhortation (2:6-7)



IV. The Sufficiency of Christ vs. False Philosophies (2:8-23)

A. Empty Philosophies vs. the Reality of Christ (2:8-15)

B. Errors of Legalism, Angel Worship & Asceticism (2:15-23)

V. Appeal for Christian Living (3:1-4:6)

A. Maintain the Proper Focus (3:1-4)

B. Eradicate Sin (3:5-8)

C. Put on the New Self (3:9-17)

D. Pursue Strong Family Relationships (3:18-21)

E. Work as Godly Slaves and Masters (3:22-4:1)

F. Be Devoted to Prayer and Witnessing (4:2-6)

VI. Concluding Remarks (4:7-18)

A. Commendations (4:7-9)

B. Greetings (4:10-15)

C. Final Instructions & Benediction (4:16-18)



Implications & Applications

1. Be on your guard when you encounter someone touting “new” 

approaches to the Christian faith

2. Ask what they believe about who Jesus is

3. Ask what they believe about what Jesus has done

4. Grow in your knowledge of Jesus!

5. Worship Him for who He is and for what He has accomplished 

for our benefit and His glory
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