
Letters of Paul 

Sojourners Fellowship

Two Model Prayers
Colossians 1:1-14



Two Model Prayers  Colossians 1:1-14

• THEME:  Believers are to give thanks to the Lord for His grace in 

salvation and to seek His aid in spiritual growth, both for ourselves 

and for others



Two Model Prayers  Colossians 1:1-14

I. Paul’s Greeting (1-2)

II. Paul’s Prayer of Thanksgiving (3-8)

A. His thanksgiving is directed to God alone (3a)

B. His thanksgiving is an integral part of his prayers (3b)

C. He offers thanks that are gospel-focused (4-5)

1. Faith, the door to salvation (4a)

2. Love, the hallmark of genuine salvation (4b)

3. Hope, the promise of heaven (5)



Two Model Prayers  Colossians 1:1-14

I. Paul’s Greeting (1-2)

II. Paul’s Prayer of Thanksgiving (3-8)

A. His thanksgiving is directed to God alone (3a)

B. His thanksgiving is an integral part of his prayers (3b)

C. He offers thanks that are gospel-focused (4-5)

D. He delights in the spread of the gospel (6-8)



Two Model Prayers  Colossians 1:1-14

I. Paul’s Greeting (1-2)

II. Paul’s Prayer of Thanksgiving (3-8)

III. Paul’s Prayer for Spiritual Growth (9-14)

A. The need for such prayer is ongoing (9a)

B. The foundation of growth: knowing God’s will (9b)

C. The objective of growth: daily living that honors and pleases Him (10a)

D. Four elements of a worthy walk (10b-14)



Two Model Prayers  Colossians 1:1-14

D. Four elements of a worthy walk (10b-14)

1. Living in obedience (10b)

2. Increasing in the knowledge of God (10c)

3. Being strengthened by His power to endure troubles with joy (11)

4. Giving thanks to God for His grace (12-14)



Implications & Applications

1. Make a conscious effort to thank God for His work of grace in the 

lives of those we are praying for, and for the grace He has shown us

2. Consider your influence: To what extent are faith, love and hope 

evident in your life?

3. We would do well to pray verses 9-14 for our fellow believers and 

ourselves



Implications & Applications

Pray…

• That we would be filled with the knowledge of God’s will

• That we would live lives that please Him in all respects by…

• Living in obedience to His Word

• Increasing in the knowledge of God

• Being strengthened by His power to endure troubles with joy

• Giving thanks to God for His grace
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